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DETECTION 


OF  THE 

% 

State  and  Situation 

Of  the  Prefent 

SUGAR  PLANTERS 

O  F 

B  J  R  BADGES 

AND  THE 

REWARD  ISLANDS- 

With  an  Anfwer  to  this  Q^uery,  Why  does 
not  England,  or  her  Sugar  Iflands,  or  both, 
make  and  fettle  more  Sugar  Colonies  in  the 
Weji-Indies  ? 


Written  in  the  Month\)f  December  1731,  by  an 
Inhabitant  of  one  of  His  M  A  J  E  S  T  Y’s 
Reward  Caribbee  IJlands ;  and  humbly  Dedica¬ 
ted  to  the  Right  Honourable  S\t  ROBERR 
WALPOLE. 

*rE  KE  L,  T^hou  art  weighed  in  the  Balance Sy  and  art  found 
wanting.  Dan.  v.  27. 

Tecum  habita,  &  noris  quam  fit  tibi  curta  fuppellex. 

Perf-  Sat.  4* 


LO  N  D  0  N: 

Printed  and  Sold  by  J.  W i  l fo  r  d,  behind  the 
Chapter -Houfe  in  St  Paul's  Church-Tard. 


'EAp"':  '  .'i 


■  r-  ■‘j;  •:  ■v-.  >y 


r> 


r  < 


a 


> 

; 

5  * 

< 

V 

♦  2 

K  \  r  <■ 

111  •  ■ 

^  ^  f  1  '•'< 

• 

1  L 

.*1'  i.  ^ 

/■ 

E,!  Duty  I  owe  to 

Great  ^Britain,  and 

*  /  *  ' 

the  Refpe6t  I  bear 
ito  ^.her  Sugai 
^^i^/j/daduyd  ine  to  write  the 

J)eteBion;  and  the 
is  addrefs’dUo  You,  be- 
e  the'KilN'G  'hath  been 
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pleas’d  .to  place,  or  rather  to 
continue,  You  among  the  Fir  ft 
in  the  Royal  Councils,  which 
puts  it  into  your  Power  to  look 
into  the  State  of  thefe  Colonies, 
which  are  ~faid  tb  be  Valuable 


'■-i./  'V 


-HI- 
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Y.o  jj  will  Jri4'  them ,  ftrug- 
gling  in  vain  with  our  Two 
dextrous  Rivals  in  the  Sugar 
Trade,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
fore  prefs’d  down  with  Hard- 
Ihips  and  Difeouragements^ 
which  it  may  be  ,  prefum’d  the 
Nation,  would  not  have  laid 
them  under,  had  She  not  firft 
been  impos’d  on:  herfelf,  by  the 
plaufible  Informations.  of  Meh 
unacquainted  with  their  unhapr 
py  Situation ;  or  of  thofe  whofe 

Aim 
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Aim  was  to  fleece,  and  thereby 
render  Therh  ufelefs,  and  at 


length  a  Burthen  to  the  Na¬ 


tion  ;  and  above  all-,  by  the  poor 
Pride-  oBmany  of  the  Planters 
themfelves,  in  boaJlmgofpP^ eaJth 
they  ne^vef  'had :  'Thefe  your  dif- 
'  cernihg  Eye  will  foon  fee  thro’ , 
aiid‘ your -  well  known  Goncern 
for  th^  Publick,  wil I  as^  readily 

tdpfbrhot'e 

liefJjJmprdvement; '  and  -Safety 
ofldur/ Sugar 'Settlements,  be- 
feabfetits  agreed 'oif  ail  Hands, 

1  "I  •  1  ^  n* 

re- 


r.  M 


quires  them  to  be  promoted. 


-  Gr®(A'T  Out-cries  are  rais’d 
at' your  Conduct  in'other  Mat¬ 
ters,  which  in  ^the  main  feem 
to,  me '  to  proceed  from  Ill-Na- 

A  2  ture. 
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ture,  Selfifhnefs,  and  Envy 
at  leaftj  thefe  Out-Cries  having 
been  veryjoud  and  longf  j  it  js 


--  —  ^  '  '  s  ■ 

p%.  Atf  avprinc  whofe'Eene-; 
tratipn  is  no  tnore  to  be  deceiv’d 
or,  e V  adyd/  than  his  Love  tp  his 
&bje^s  can  be  ■  reftrainy  [  or 

?  who  thqrfefore 
W.opld'  moft  certainly,  before 
tl}is,  have  (to  fay  the  mUdeft) 
difmifs’d  you  his  Service,-,  if  He 
had,  not  found  t hern  (to  fay  the 
mildqfl:  here  top)  frivolous,  or 


ilbgrounded.  / 


»  k 


;  A-s  IVe-kno'w-’who ,  will  ever 
r^rge;the  'Length  of  his  (^hain, 


of  Liber  ty  i  fc)  foine.are  pf  Qph 

, •'  /  nion, 


nion,  that  neither  Heayen  nor 
Earth  can  long  endure  to  fee 
Government  (any  more,  than 
Religion)  infulted  and :  lam¬ 
poon’d:  But  be  that  as  it  will, 
one  ma,y  venture  to  pronounce, 
that,  let  Enemies  exclaim, 
calumriiate,  threaten,  .and  rage 
on  as  if  infpir’d  by.  Euries^  and 
prbpagate\  the.  Productions  of 
their  Spite  to  pofterity  too, "  If 
it  may  biit  he^  faid,  -  that 
Sugar  Colon.ies  of  En  gland, 
when  reduc  d  (thro’  the  too  fuc- 
cefsful  Arts .  of  her  indefatiga¬ 
ble  Rivals,  their  own  lndifcre- 
tions,  the  Mifreprefentatiohs  of 
ignorant  or  .defigning  Perfons^ 
and  fome  confequdit  Hard- 
fhips  laid  onrthem  by  Miftake) 
to  [the  JoweB  E>hh^  '  and  fiM 

>rsi»'  Yeadf^ 


_  C  ^ 

ready^W  .penfh,  did/^a^  foon  as 
Si'r.Ro-BERT  Walpol'e 
look’d  into  the  Cafe  in  the  Tear 
ij ‘2^2^^ obtain  that  Redrefs  and 

-  j  '  *  -  m 

Encoisragement;  .  which  had  been 

imploidd  u  no  Purpofe  under  al¬ 
most  j  every  Mihiflry/  whilst 
their  '^Ruw  was  advancing^  and 
which' at  onceK put  them  in  a  Con^ 
idition  'c^  being  more  beneficial  to 
iheir  Mother  Country  than  every 
Ms^^Mone^  mull  hut-balahce 
(toth  in  your  own  Mind  in  the 
mean '  Time;  and  -  with  the 

at  all  Times)  all  that 

can  be  laid  or  done  by  thele 
ill-fated  Men ;  vvho  are  plainly 
feeking  to  gain  fuch  Employ¬ 
ments  in  the^Srate  tCs  yoviJeeM 
firmly  Irefplv’d  -  they  'lhall  not 
feain  5'Mdr(^ which  is  a  thouland 
'  times 


mh  ]  ^ 

tijnfes.wprfe)  ;fLich;/as  'They; 
feem,  frQm^-the  :Spirit.:an<| 
Principl  es  that  pervade  their 
Writings^  not  to  be  qualified 
for.  For  my  owir^part,  I 
dread  our  falling  into  their 
Power,,  and. -therefore  wilh  a 
long  Continuance  of  Your’s; 
and,  Gonlldering  your  AYif. 
dom<  and  Abilities,  fo  Vifibly 
fuperior  to  thefe  Adverfaries, 
and  fo  Wholly  devoted  to 
the  Crown  and  Nation,,  cas  I 
truft  foon  to  ackhoM^fed^e 
from  the  Prefs  Your  Favours 
to  the  Sugar  Colonies^  and  in 
particular  .  to  .  At  ChriJiopher'*s, 
whofe  State  has  been  unfair¬ 
ly  reprefehted  to  You,  and 
is  endeavour’d  to  be  fet  in  a 
true  Light,  in  fome  Points, 

in 
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in  this  Dete^ion,  I  cannot 
but  now  declare^  my'  felf, 
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*  *:'  I  HisMa)efty’s:Lcward 
Caribbee  Iflands. 
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DETECTION 

OFT  IT  E 

State  and  Situation 

Of  the  Prefenc 

SUGAR  ‘PLANTERS. 

I  ■  t 

F  an  Attempt  to  undeceive 
People  in  their  long -continu’d  i; 

Miftakes,  in  Matters  merely  * 

Ipeculative,  is  'ieldom  taken  ".i 

well  ♦,  with  what  Diftafte  and 
Anger  muft  one  be  receiv’d  at  ^v 

firft,  which  pretends  to  deteft 
Miftakes  in  daily  Practice,  wherein  the  Perfons  f 

impofing  on  themfelves  or  others,  imagine  that 
both  find  their  Account  ?  This  I  take  to  be  the 
Cafe  at  prefent  with  the  Bulk  of  the  Sugar  Plant¬ 
ers  of  Barhadoes  and  the  Leward  IJlands^  as  well  .  'p/ 

as  with  too  many  of  our  Countrymen  in  England^  A 

with  reipeft  to  the  State  and  Situation  of  thefe  > 

Planters.  But  let  it  be  received  as  it  will,  fince  M 
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I  am  under  feme  Obligations  to  one  or  two  of 
thefe  Iflands,  in  which  I  have  been  fettled  now 
above  twenty  Years,  and  under  much  greater  to 
our  Mother- Country,  whofe  Intereft  1  conceive 
is  like  to  fuffer  molt  by  the  Miftake,  I  fhall  for 
once  venture  to  lay  the  Ax  to  the  Root  of  the 
Tree;  and  remove  from  the  Foundation,  if  I 
can,  an  Imagination  which  has  done  great  Harm 
already  to  both,  and  will,  I  fear,  do  much  more 
if  not  fpeedily  remov’d.  For  what  can  it  profit, 
or  rather  what  Mifchief  muft  it  not  do  to  a  Man, 
or  a  People,  to  fay.  We  are  rich^  and  increafed 
with  Goods ^  and  have  need  of  nothings  when  in  the 
mean  time  they  are  (tho’  they  know  it  not,  or 
would  feem  not  to  know  it)  wretched^  and  rnife- 
rable^  and  poor^  and  blinds  and  naked  ? 

WHAT  I  fhall  fay  of  Barbadoes,  is  owing  to 
a  fmall  Treatife  in  4/^,  intituled,  "The  prefent  State 
of  the  Britifli  Sugar  Colonies  confider^d^  London, 
printed  1731. 

AND  what  I  would  otherwife  fay  of  the  Le- 
ward  Iflands^  fliall  be  taken  from  a  Manuferipe 
iiov/  before  me,  which  the  Author,  who  is  my 
Friend,  affirms  was  never  publifh’d,  intituled. 
Some  Account  of  the  Sale  of  the  French  Lands  in  the 
Tfand  of  S.  Chriftopher,  with  the  Confequences  of  it 
to  that  Ifland  and  England  :  Written  in  the  Month 

June  1727. 

I.  A  S  to  the  firft,  the  Writer  of  another  fmall 
Traft  in  %vo^  with  this  Title,  Remarks  upon  a 
Book,  intituled.  The  prefenc  State  of  the  Britifh 
Sugar  Colonies  confider’d,  London,  printed  by 
J.  Peele  1731,  fays  (p.  6.)  Lhefe  Ifanders  [the  In¬ 
habitants  of  Barbadoes,  the  Leward  Iflands,  and 
Jamaica']  are  the  mo^  opulent,  7no^i  fplendid,  and 
gaye§f  People  of  all  His  Mayefifs  Dominions,  to 
which  he  adds,  p.  27.  even  very  few  about  his 

Courts 


C  3  3 

Courts  excepted.  And  again,  p.  31.  I  have  reafon 

to  be  of  Mr  Gee’j  Opinion.,  who  Jays - ‘  1 

‘  IQand  of  Barbadoes  is  very  much  worn  out,  and 
^  does  not  afford  the  Quantity  of  Sugars  as  heie- 
‘  cofore and  yet  the  Planters  live  in  great 
‘  Splendor,  and  at  a  vaft  Expence  •,  while  the 
‘  French  continue  to  live  very  irugally,  and  by 
‘  their  Labour,  Induftry,  and  Fertility  of  their 
‘  Soil,  are  able  to  under  fell  us.’  I  quote  this.. 
Writer  here  only  to  fhew,  what  is  the  receiv  d 
Notion  in  England  of  the  Wealth  and  Opulence 
of  the  Sugar  Manufafturers  of  thefe  Iflands, 
who  are  enriched  (fays  another)  by  their  Manu¬ 
facture  to  a  fur  prizing  Degree  ■,  and  therefore,  wa- 
vino-  other  Authorities,  fhall  take  it  for  granted, 
tha° almoft  every  Englijh  Reader  is  of  the 
Mind.  To  what  fuch  an  univerfally  received  Mi- 
ftake  is  owing  among  thofe  in  England,  who  look 
not  into  the  Infide  of  things,  is  not  hard  to  tell . 
The  hofpitable  and  generous  Spirit  of  molt  Sugar 
Planters,  in  which  it  cannot  be  denied  tliey  ex¬ 
ceed  Perfons  of  like  Eftate  or  Wealth-in  Europe, 
the  Extravagance  and  Luxury  of  the  rnore  un¬ 
thinking  fort,  and  a  certain  Species  of  Vanity 
not  uncommon  among  thofe  who  fubfift  much 
on  Credit  and  Reputation,  have  doubtlefs  given 
great  occafion  for  it  •,  but  nothing,  in  my  Opmion 
conduces  more  to  lead  Strangers  into,  and  con¬ 
firm  them  in  this  Conceit,  than  when  they  fee 
Men, '  as  eminent  for  Integrity  as  for  Skill  m  the 
Subiea  they  treat  of,  calculating  the  Profits  and 
Expences  of  a  Sugar  Plantation  in  fuc  a 
ner,  as  to  infer  a  very  large  Balance  on  the  li  e 
of  the  former  j  this  cannot  but  put  the  Matter 
out  of  queftion,  with  all  who  love  to  ha.ve  fnootb 
things  fpoken  to  them,  or  are  fond  of  an  agree¬ 
able  Conclufion  without  examining  the  Premifes, 

as  a  great  part  of  Mankind  are  i  and  it 
“  ^  B  2  .  poffible 
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poffible  for  tliofe  at  Home,  who  have  the  Care 
and  InlpeCtion  of  Plantation  Affairs,  to  be  of 
that  Number  (as  fome  of  them  feem  to  have  been 
in  former  times)  and  tofufpedl;  no  Miftake  in  fuch 
a  Calculation,  the  Confequences  thereof  miohc 
prove  (as  in  a  great  Meafure  they  did  in  thofe 
former  times)  intolerable  both  to  our  Sugar  Co¬ 
lonies,  and  our  Mother-Country.  And  no  Wri¬ 
ter,  as  I  conceive,  ever  gave  fo  feemingly  fair  a 
Handle  for  this,  as  the  Author  of  'The  prefent 
State  of  the  Britifh  Sugar  Colonies  confider’d  has 
done,  as  I  am  now  to  fhew. 

IN  order  to  which  it  is  nece/Tary,  to  fetdown 
\ns,Sketch  of  the  fuppofed  'pearly  Produce  and  Expence 
of  Cl  Sugar  Colony,  that  is  as  the  Gentleman  ex¬ 
plains  himlelf  (p.  24.)  the  ufual  annual  Produce 
[and  Expence]  of  Barbadoes  alone,  as  the  Trade 
notv  funds  there,  which  Sketch,  or  Calculate,  is 
(as  he  affijres  us,  p.  23.  where  and  in  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  Page  v/e  have  the  Sketch)  as  near  the 
Truth  as  pofihle.  ■ 


Yearly  Produce, 


of  Sugar  -  -  - 

15,000  Hogfheads  of  Run 
and  -Molades  -  - 


Freight 

Duty. 

CofTtmiJJi- 
ons,  Pori 
Charges, 
he. 

Nett 

Profits. 

50,000 

. 

20,  00c 

320,000 

I  5,000 
lood 

-  -  - 

200c 

60c 

80,000 

20,000 

66,000, 

^0000 

22,60c 

4.20,000 

Yearly 


i:  5  : 


Tuns  of 

Cojl  in 

Tenrly  Expence. 

Suppofe  2800  Negroes 

Freigh  t . 

Ship' 

ping. 

5/7/7- 

ors. 

the  Plan¬ 
tation. 

from  Africa  ------ 

19,600 

300c 

40c 

80,000 

Wine  from  Madera  -  -  - 

2500 

1200 

30,000 

Refafe  Filli  not  fit  for  an 

European  Market  -  -  - 

i;ooo 

400C 

40c 

20,000 

fn  catching  and  curing,  C3c. 

250c 

iSoc 

200 

-  -  -  - 

Lumber,  Boards,  Staves, 

^V. - 

2000 

400  c 

30c 

40,00c 

Hones  in  Lumber-Ships  - 

5000 

I  5,00c 

Flower,  Bread,  Corn,  ^V. 

400c 

300c 

30c 

10,000 

Beef,  Pork,  Herrings,  ^c. 
Linnen,  Woollen,  Iron, 

5000 

30CC 

300 

25,00c 

Copper,  lAc.  (with  Re¬ 
turns  as  to  Shipping  and 

Sailors)  - . . 

4400 

f  0,000 

75c 

100,000 

• 

50,000 

30,00c 

2800 

320,000 

Freight  brought  from 

yearly  Produce  -  - 

66,000 

1 1 6,000 

Ba 

ance 

TOO, 00c 

420,000 


If  the  Author  only  means  that,  after  an  Allow¬ 
ance  is  made  for  the  Freight,  Duty,  Commif- 
fions.  Port  Charges,  of  the  yearly  Produce 
of  Barbadoes^  the  nett  Profits  will  amount  to 
420,000  /.  and'  that  after  the  Plantation  Charges 
by  him  mentioned  are  deduced  from  the  faid 
420,000  L  nett  Profits,  a  Balance  of  ioo,ooo  L 
will  remain  fomewhere  in  Great  Britain^  I  am 
not  his  Adverfary,  and  the  Miftake  may  be  juft- 
ly  retorted  on  my  felf  j  but  if  he  means,  or 
would  infinuate,  that  the  faid  Balance  of  100,000 
/.  or  even  the  greater  part  of  it,  is  left  in  Great 
Britain  to  the  Credit  of  the  Sugar  Planters  of 
Barbadoes^  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  116,000/. 
freight  remains  to  the  Shipping,  the  50,000  /. 

Duty 


t 
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Duty  to  the  Crown,  the  22,600 /.  Commiflions, 
jtPf.  CO  the  Factors,  and  as  the  320,000  /. 
Produce  of  the  Negroes,  Vvine,  Provifions, 
Linnen,  Woollen,  Iron,  Copper,  Cfr.  fome 
where  to  the  Merchant,  he  feems  to  me  to  be 
much  miftaken  himfelf,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  lay  a  plaufible  Foundation  for  the  Fital  Mi- 
ftakes  fo  current  in  England^  concerning  the  O- 
pulence  of  the  Sugar  Planters,  and  by  Confe- 
quence  for  the  many  fore  Ilardfliips  they  have 
fo  long  labour’d  under.  For  if,  after  all  the 
annual  Expences  of  the  Barhadoes  Plantation  are 
clear’d  oft',  there  remains  ftill  out  of  the  nett 
annual  Profits,  a  Balance  in  favour  of  the  Own¬ 
ers  of  no  lefs  than  100,000  /.  to  be  difpofed  of 
by  them  elfewhere  at  Pleafure,  it  is  evident  they 
are  (if  we  look  no  farther  than  to  the  Compafs 
of  their  Ifland,  and  the  fmall  Number  of  white 
Inhabitants  now  fettled  on  it,  and  overlook, 
as  the  manner  is  with  thofe  in  Enoland  who 
write  on  Plantation  Affairs,  theirStockin  Slaves, 
Buildings,  and  Sugar-Utenfils)  confiderable 
Gainers  as  the  Cafe  now  ftands,  and  would  be 
fo  much  more  fuch,  if  their  Sugar  Trade  was 
regulated  as  he  would  have  it,  and  as  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  regulated,  that  who  knows  but  fuch 
their  Gains  might  be  deem’d  a  fufficient  Ground, 
not  only  to  juftify  the  heavy  Impofitions  they 
complain  of,  but  even  to  induce  fome  in  Eng¬ 
land  to  think  of  laying  them  under  more  and 
heavier?  And  I  leave  it  to  his  own  Confidera- 
tion,  whether  his  Calculate  might  not  occafion 
the  Refledfion  which  the  New- England  Agents 
make  in  their  Reprefentation  to  the  Parliament, 
viz,  ^  Our  Sugar  Iflands  are  a  rich  and  fertile 
‘  Soil,  they  fend  great  Quantities  of  Sugar  to 
‘  Engla)}d^  for  which  they  receive  (hut  to  a  much 
‘  lefi  Value)  divers  of  the  NecelTaries  of  Life : 
'  ^  ^  ‘  The 
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‘  ^be  Balance  of^Trade  is  always  greatly  in  their  Fa* 

<  vour^  by  which  they  have  got,  and  ftill  do 
‘  get  great  Eftates,  and  live  in  Wantonnefs  and 
^  Luxury.’  But  if  no  fuch  Balance,  or  any 
thing  near  it,  is  coming  to  the  People  of  Bar- 
badoes  from  their  Manufaftures,  then  (as  that 
Reflei^lion  will' appear  to  be  unjuft,  fo)  our  Mo¬ 
ther  Nation,  inftead  of  laying  more  and  heavier 
Burthens  on  the  Sugar  Planters,  will  undoubted¬ 
ly  find  herfelf  concern’d,  in  point  of  Self-Intereft^ 
both  to  remove  thofe  which  have  fubfifted  fo 
long  already,  and  to  grant  to  them  fpeedily  the 
Relief  and  Encouragement  now  fo  much  de- 
fired. 

T  O  come  at  the  Truth,  I  will  allow  this  Gen¬ 
tleman,  that  Barbadoes,  as  her  Sugar  Trade  now 
ftands,  makes  annually  25,000  Hogfiieads  of 
Sugar,,  worth  at  the  Market  320,000/.  and 
15,000  Hogfheads  of  Rum  and  Molafles,  worth 
80,000  /.  befides  Ginger,  .  Cotton,  and  AI0&, 
to  the  Value  of  20,000  /.  Nay,  1  do  not  know 
but  thatifland  made  in  one  of  thelaft  four  Years 
a  feventh,  if  not  a  fixth  more  ;  but  it  is  confi¬ 
dently  faid,  that  (abftrafting  from  what  he  ac¬ 
knowledges,  p,  24.  viz.  that  the  Fail  of  Sugar  at 
Home^  from  the  Price  his  Calculation  was  founded 
on^  which  we  know  did  happen  according  to  his 
Fears,  would  lower  his  Calculation  at  leafl  the  clear 
Balance  of  100,000  L  per  Annum,  and  perhaps  as 
much  more)  Barbadoes  has  not  made  this  prefent 
Year,  1731,  above  half  the  Quantity  he  men¬ 
tions,  or  210,000  h  in  Value;  and  yet  the  year¬ 
ly  Cofts  of  the  Plantation,  viz,  320,000  I,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  Sketch,  have  been  in  all  Refpe<5ts 
(except  Cooperidge)  the  lame,  or  ^rather  more 
in  the  Article  of  Provifions,  which  are  generally 
fcarce  and  dear  in  dry-weather  Years  ;  the  Crown 
has  loft  half  the  Duty,  the  Faftors  half  the  Corn- 

millions,' 
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mlfllons,  and  the  homeward  bound  Shipping  half 
the  Freight  he  afligns  them  *5  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  Sugar  Manufacturers  of  Barladoes  are 
fo  far  from  having  a  Balance  of  100,000/.  a- 
rifing  to  them,  that  the  neceffary  Cofts  of  the 
Plantation  (even  according  to  his  under  Calcu- 
latej  muft  have  brought  againft  them  no  lefs 
than  a  Balance  of  110,000/.  for  this  very  Year, 
which,  it  will  be  confelfed,  is  not  foon  or  eafi- 
ly  to  be  retriev’d.  But  pafling  this,  (which, 
whether  it  be  true  of  this  Year  or  not,  every 
Liver  in  Barbadoes  knows  to  be  too  often  the 
Cafe)  1  fay,  I  will  allow  the  ufual  annual  Pro¬ 
duce  of  Barbadoes  to  be  worth  at  the  Market 
420,000/.  and  fliall  go  on  to  fet  down  moft  of 
the  Articles  of  the  annual  Expence  of  that  Ifland 
as  this  Gentleman  calculates  them,  and  then  add 
fome  others  which  I  apprehend  he  has  omitted  ; 
every  one  whereof  I  fubmit  to  the  Gentlemen 
oi Barbadoes  themfelves,  and  to  nonefooner  than 
the  Perfon  I  am  now  oppofing,  or  to  any  others 
that  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  difcover  in  the  moft 
public  Manner  (whether  courteous,  or  other- 
wile,  will  break  no  Squares)  wherein  I  may  be 
miftaken. 

^he  ufual  annual  Expence  of  the  Barbadoes 

Flantation, 


1. 


2800  Negroes  from  Africa  - - 

Wine  from  Madera  -  — 

Refufe  Filh,  not  fit  for  zxiEuro^ 


80,000 

30,000 


20,000 


Market 


Lumber,  Boards,  Staves,  ^c, - 40,000 

Horfei  in  Lumber-Ships  -  -  15,000 

Flower,  Bread,  Corn,  bjc,  —  —  — >  io,ooo 


Carry  over  195,000 


Brought  over 

20,000  Barrels  of  Beef  and 
Herrings, -and  5000  Bar¬ 
rels  of  Pork,  Neats 
Tongues,  and  pickled 
Salmon,  at  20J.  the  Bar¬ 
rel  —  - k 

4000  Firkins  of  Butter 
(which  isfhort  of  i  ibJn 
in  the  Week  for  half  the 
White  '  Inhabitants)  at 
20  j'.  the  Firkin  —  ^ 

N,  B,  It  being  neceffary  in 
making  Calculations  to 
fix  on  fome  certain  Num¬ 
ber  ;  in  this,  and  the  Ar- 
^  tide  of  Apparel,  I  fup- 
pofe  the  White  Inhabi-, 
tants  of  Barbadoes  to  be' 
10,000  Men,  Women, 
and  Children,  but  far 
from  meaning  thereby  tp  . 
afcertain  their  Number ; 
which  if  greater,  their 
Expence  in  both  Arti- 
des  will  of  courfe  be 
greater;  as  if  lefs,  a 
Deduction  is  to  be  made. 
3000  Boxes  of  Candles,  *)>' 
containing  each  56  lb  at  ^ 
6d.  the  Pound  Weighty 

Soap - 

Hams  and  Flitch-Bacon, 
fuppofing  1000  FamiliesQ 
to  confume  40  lb  of  both, 
at  ^  d.  the  Pound - 


Carry  over  232,900 


I  10  3 


.  i 


''  Brought  over 
Cheefe,  the  Quantity*  and  1 
Price  as  the  former  —  J 
500  Tons  of  Be.er,  bottled 
Ale,  and  Cyder  (which 
is  not  quite  one  Pint  a 
,  Day  for  3000  PerfonsJ 
at  14/.  the  Ton  — 
Arrack  (admitting  the 
whole  Ifland'  to  confume 
fix  Gallons  a  Day)  at 
16  s.  the  Gallon  • —  —  _ 
Rhenijh^  Portugal^  and  C^-  1 
nar^  Wines,  fuppofe  -  -  j 
French  Liquors  by  , the  Way 
of  Ir eland j  Martinico'^ 

fuppofe - - - 

Apparel  by  the  Year  for 
10,000  White  Men, 
Women,  and  Children, 
viz. 

500  Men  at  26 1.  :ios. 
each,  thus. 


2  or  3  Hats  — 

I  Wig  -  - — 

Silk  Stockings  - 
Thread  ditto  -  - 
Gloves  ■ — —  — 
Shoes  &  Slippers 
I  Suit  or  2  •;> 
of  out-fide  ^  I 
Clothes  -  -  j 
Linnen  and 
Silk  Night¬ 
gown  '  or 
-•  Banyan  •».- 


/. 

2 

4 

I 

I 

I 


s.  d. 
o 

4 
10 


o 

o 

o 


o  o 
o  o 
6  o 


o  o 


5^10 


/. 


500 


7000 


1752. 


8  CO 


1200 


^  13.250 


/. 

232,900 


11,252 


■13.250 


Carry-over  257,402 


Brought  over 
500  Women  at  32  /.  each" 
500  Men  at  16  L  each 
500  Women  at  20/.  each 
4000  Men,  Women,  and  7 
Children  at  *9/.  each  -  -  j 
4000  more  at  50  j.  each 

Clothing  by  the  Year  for" 
(fuppofej  70,000  Ne¬ 
groes,  .Men,  Women, 
and  Children,  wz.Draw- 
ers  for  the  Men, '  Coats 
for  the  Women,  and 
Waiftcoats  for  both,  at 
4J.  per  Head,  which 
(allowing  for  the  Hats, 
Liveries,  and  finer 
Cloaths  of  many  of  the 
Houfe-Negroes)  is  very 
moderate  -  — -J 

3000  Hogfheads  of  London  T 
and  Brijlol  Lime  —  — j 


/. 

16,000 

8,000 

10,000 

36,000 

10,000 


14,000 


.  \ 


i. 

257>4o: 


80,000 


!  ■■ 


3>00O;.Sn 


I 


17,000 


'  354,402 


That’ all  the  foregoing  are  near  the 
Truth  will  Ti  believe)  be  granted; 
but  it  muft  be  left  to  the ’Gentlemen 
of  Barbadoes','  or  their  Factors  in  Eng¬ 
land,  to  make  an  Eftimate  of  moll 
of  the  following  Articles. 

Oats,  Peafe,  and  Horfe-Beans  -  - 

Carry  over 


C  2 


Coach 


t 


1. 


c  12  :i 


Brought  over 


Coach  and  Saddle  Horfes  from  Ey 
Innd,  with  laying  in  for  them  Me 
and  Womens  Saddles^  Harne 
Boots,  Cfr. - i  _ _  _ _ ^ 


Coals  from  (Fire- wood 


now  fcarce  in  Barbadoes)  and  Smith-  S 
Coals  - -  - _  _  _ _ _ \ 

Fire-Locks,  Fowling-Pieces,  ' 
Walking-Swords,  ;  Gun-I 


Clock-M^ork,  and  Gold  and  Silver 


Watches 


Family  Piaures  drawn  in  England'-  - 
[I  would  have  Plate  and  ocher  Pidures 
omitted,  becaiife  (allowing  for  the 
Duty  and  Falhion  of  the  former, 
and  the  Rifque  and  Infurance  of 
both)  thefe  are  Money!  —  _  _ 

Glafs  for  Windows,  Looking  and 

Drinking- Glaffes,  Toys,  ^?);. - 

Sweet  Oil,  Anchovies,  Capers,  Al¬ 
monds,  Olives,  Cfr.  _  _ _ _  _ _ 

Currents,  Raifins,  ‘Pepper,  Mace,^ 

Cloves,  Cinnamon,  - 

Upholftery,  Bed  and  Table-Linnen,' 
Tables,  Chairs,  Scrutoires,  and  o- 

ther  Cabinet- Ware  —  . _ - _ 

Manufadur’d  Pewter  and  Tin _ - ' 

Tobacco  and  Pipes  from  'Engl  ’ 
Snuff,  Tea,  Coffee,  Spani/h-, 
French  Cpcoa,  Starch,  — 

Stationary  Ware - - - ^  ■■ 

Apothecary  Ware., —  -  . 

Bricks,  Pantiles,  Paving-Stone,  Ch'ma^  I 
L.arthpn,  and  Stone- Ware  _ ( 


Carry  over 
Iron- 
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Brought  over 

Iron- Work,  viz.  Nails  of  all  Sorts  for-^ 
Buildings,  C5?r.  Carpenters  and  other^ 
Workmens  Tools,  Hinges  and  Gar- v 
nets.  Locks  of  all  Sorts,  Hoes, 
Hand-Bills,  Horfe-Shoes,  (^c.  — 

Lead,  Brafs,  Coppers  for  Sugar-Boil-*) 
ing.  Stills,  Mill-Work,  with  the  fe-  > 
veral  Utenfils  for  Sugar-making  —  j 
Lamp-Oil,  Tallow,  Sackcloth,  &c.  •- 
Fees  to  Counfel  in  England  for  Law-*)' 

Suits  carried  on  in  Barhadoes^  and  > 

England  - - -  - - -  - ) 

^Salaries  to  Agents  in  England,  and 
■  Expence  of  Negotiating  the  Public 

Bufinefs  there  - - - - - 

And  if  it  he  allow'' d  (fays  the  Author  ^ 
of  The  Enporiance  of  the  Britifh  Co¬ 
lonies  e/ America  to  England;  Lon- 
'  don,  printed  for  J.  Peele,  1731,  at  ^ 
p.  iS.)  that  they  [the  Inhabitants  of  ^  8,000 
Barhadoes]  are  in  debt  to  us  [England] 

•  the'Sum  of  100,000 1.  for  which  they 
pay  eight  per  Cent  per  Annum  In¬ 
ter  ejl,  that  amounts  to  -  - 

And  we  will  fuppofe  ( lays  the  fame  * 

Writer,  p.  27.)  that  there  are  con- 
Jlantly  here  in  England  100  Gentle¬ 
men  of  that  'Ifland,  fome  for  their  > 

[Health' or]  Pleafure,  and  fome  for 
their  Education,  who  do  not  live  at 
lefs  Expence  than  200  1.  per  Annum 

'  each - - - — 

Carry  over 


.  r - 


iRj 


H: 


■A 

■/I' 


■  !>■  V-. 


lid' 


T'B' ' 


rH 

.'■^4 

■%‘k 


'TV'  '■ 


And 


H  ^  • 
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/. 


Brought  over 
And  the  Author  of  'The  pr^jent  State 
of  the  Britifh  Sugar  Colonies  conft- 
dered  admits,  in  his  Calculation  be-  r 
fore  fet  down,  that  the  Freight  of  ‘  4)4^0 

Linnen,  Woollen,  Iron,  Copper,  £sfr. 
in  the  outward  bound  to  Barbadoes^  is  ^ 

To  which  muft  be  added  the  Duties,  ^ 
Commiflions,  Shipping  Charges,  ^c,r 
on  the  Linnen,  Woollen,  Iron,)>. 
Copper,  Cfr.  exported  from  Eng\^ 
land  to  Barhadoes  -  - - ^  - - 

A 

f 

AS  I  hope  the  moft  rigid  EngUJh  Cenfor  will 
not  (if  he  remembers  that  Barhadoes  lies  in  the 
Torrid  Zone^  where  much  Woollen  cannot  be 
worn,  where  a ‘great  Quantity  of  Linnen,  and 
of  light  or  Silk  Apparel  are  abfolutely  neceffary, 
where  Anall  Malt-Drink  can  neither  be  brew’d 
nor  prefcrv’d  when  imported  from  England^  and 
where  the  Support  of  the  human  Frame,  and 
by  'confequence  the  Colony,  does,  generally 
fpeakingj  really  require  more  generous  Liquor 
than  is  ^eedful  in  Europe)  find  any  high  Pro- 
vifion  made  for  Luxury  in  the  foregoing  Ac¬ 
count ;  fo,  let  but  the  Coft  of  thefe,  and  fome 
other  neceifary  Articles  of  the  Barhadoes  an¬ 
nual  Confumptiqn  that  might  be  named,  be- fair¬ 
ly  ftated*  and  allowed  for,  and  I  fear  very  little 
of  the  whole  420,000  //  nett  Profits  of  the 
Barhadoes  yearly  Manufafture,  or  of  the 
100,000?. , Balance  fmentioned  by  the  Gentle¬ 
man  I  afn  now  concerned  with)  will  appear  to 
be  left  in  England  to  the  Credit  of  the  Manu- 
facburers. 

NOT  but  that  there  are  feveral  great  Eftates 
in  Barhadoes-^  "three  times  more,  as  I  apprehend, 

than 


dredsj  or  rather -fcHne  -Thoufands  of  Pounds; 
cfpecially  fuch  of  them  as  are  poflefled  by  Mil 

..  i**  ■  « 


Debt  in  ’■Engl'andi^  -or  to  the  Traders  on  the  fe- 

t  ''  ^  are  again  thenifelves  Ihort 

in  their  Returns  to  England,  where  all  the  Loffes 
and  Gains  of  all  our  Sugar  Colonies  ever  ecntef 
and  terminate. 

•  THERE  are  many  in  England,  at  lead  a'- 
mong  the  Sugar  Fadors  of  London,  Brijhl, 
Lever-pole,  &c,  who  •  know  this  Fad  perfedly 
well,  and  are  able  to  give  authentic  and  irre¬ 
fragable  Documents  of  it’s  Truth  to  thofe  in 
Po  wer  there,  whofe  Buftnefs  it  is  to  know  ih^ 
fame  too  \  and  thefe  Fadors  would  doubtleft 
make  the  Difcovery,*  did  they  not  llifpeft  that  it 
would  tend  to  the  LelTening  or  Difcredit  of 
their  Employers,  and  confequently  to  their  own 
Lofs  and  Difappointment.  I  am  not  now  con- 
fidering  what  may,  or  may  not,  be  the  Intereft 
of  the  later,  ' who,  for  ought  I  know,  are  find¬ 
ing  their  Account  in  the  Follies  of  the  former 
but  if  no  Patient  of  common  Prudence  will 
hide  his  Difeafe,  fuppofing  he  knows  it  to  be 
dangerous  or  mortal,  from  his  Phyfician,  altho’ 
he  could  not  poffibly  difcover  it,  but  in  the  hear¬ 


ing  of  others  who  might  perhaps  entertain  a  worfe 


Opinion  of  him  for  having  contributed  to  the 
Difeafe  himfelf,  I  cannot  fee  why  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  any  of  our  Sugar  Colonies,  who  are 
confejfedlj  labouring  under  a  fore  Difeafe,  and 
on  the  very  point  of  Deftru6tion,  fhould  be  fo 
fhy  as  they  are  of  opening  their  true  Condi¬ 


tion  ; 


i:  16  ] 

tion ;  efpecially  now  that  they  arc  applying  for 
a  Cure  to  the  Grand  Phyfician  of  the  State, 
who  has  this  peculiar.  Virtue  or  Quality  inherent 
in  him,  that  he  can  not  only  grant  a  fafe  and 
fure  Remedy  for  all  their  Griefs,  if  he  fees 
Caufe,  but  alfo  render  them  more  healthful, 
brifk,  and  vigorous,  and  more  beneficial  both 
to  themfelves  and  the  Public  than  ever  they  were 
before  ;  and  all  this  (like  him  whofe  Subftitute 
he  isj  in  an  Inftant,  as  it  were,  and  with,  a 
Word  fpeaking,  who  needs  but  to  fay  to  his 
expiring  .Sugar  Colonies,  Be  whole^  and 
ditlwn  faEium^  they  fliall  be  perfectly  whole. 
Were  they  to  conceal  their  Condition  from  fuch 
a  Phyfician,  and  in  fuch  an  Extremity  of  Dan¬ 
ger,  what  would  all  the  World  fay,  but  that 
they  juftly  deferve  to  die  unpitied,  or  at  beft  to 
linger  on  a  while  in  pain,  mifery^  and  contempt, 
and  then  go  out  like  the  Snuff  of  a  Candle? 

IS  there  not  Caufe  to  lament  and  accufe  the 
Pride  of  fome  among  our  felves,  who,  by  ma¬ 
king  a  high  Oftentation  of  Wealth,  without  any 
folid  Foundation,  have  fo  much  promoted  the 
wrong  Notions  entertained  in  England  of  the 
Sugar  Planters  in  general,  and  thereby  render’d 
all  Applications  there  for  Relief  hitherto  inef- 
feftual? 

T  H  E  T  get  (fay  the  New-England  Agents, 
fpeaking  of  the  Sugar  Planters)  or  appear  to  get^ 
EJiates^  are  remarkable  for  their  expenfive  maimer, 
of  living  y  and  to  hear  them  complain  of  Poverty  y  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  wanton  in  Luxury  y  is  as  ah- 
furd  as  to  fee  a  Beggar  in  an  embroidered  Coat  and 
L.ace  Ruffles  craving  Alms  for  God’i  fake  ! 

I  KNOW  not  whether  Oldmixon  does  the 
Gentlemen  of  Barbadoes  Juftice  in  his  Hiftory  of 
their  Eland,  but,  IVhOy  fays  he,  p.  135.  can  think 
they  are  under  fuch  heavy  Loads  as  they  complain  ofy 

when 
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when  they  can  afford  Two^  Three^  Four^  and  Five 
Hundred  Pounds  a  Tear  to  their  Sons  in  England, 
mo[i  of  them  proving^t^m  of  the  fir  ft  Rate^  and 
diftinguijhing  themfelves  by  the  Gaiety  of  their  Drefs 
and  Equipage?  From  whence  (as  he  makes  Mr  T. 
Tryon  there  affirm)  it  is  inferPd  they  are  grown 
wonderful  rich^  info?nuch  that  it  can't  be  thought  a- 
7mfs,  or  any  Oppreffion^  to  lay  Impofitmts  Upon  their 
Produce,  or  Commodities. 

WHAT  Stranger  to  the  Colonies  can'  regard 
or  believe  the  Complaints  of  a  Sugar  Planter  at 
one  time,  whom  he  hears  confidently  averrino  at 
another  (as  we,  who  know  how  to  confute  them, 
daily  hear  fome  in  the  Lewarddfiands  doing)  that 
the  nett  Profits  of  his  Rurn  and  Molaffes  pays  off 
all  the  Charges  of  his  Plantation  j  and,  by  Con- 
fequence,  that  all  his  Sugar,  which  is  fomething 
above  four  fifths  of  the  Produce  of  his  Plant^ 
tion,  is  fo  much  clear  Gains  to  him?  Next  to 
the  fottifh  Vanity  of .  thefe  Men,  I  can  impute 
their  Confidence  to  nothing  fo  much  as  willful 
HeedleiTnefs,  of  which  none  are  oftenet  guilty 
here,  than  fome  who  ferve  as  Managers"pn  E- 
ftates  whofe  Owners  liv^e  in'  Europe for  when 
in  fome  Years  (which  is  but  feldom)  they  have 
difcharged  out  of  the  Rum  and  Molaffes,  the 
yearly ’Calls  of  Lumber,  Horfes,  Fifh,  Flower, 
the  Wages  of  Overfeers,  and  other  Workmen, 
and  the  Publick  and  Parifh-Taxes,  and  then  of 
courfe  fhip  all,  or  by  much  the  greater  part  'of 
the  Sugar,  to  their  Mafters  at  home,  one  may 
hear  them  bOafting  loudly  what  a  Golden  Mine  tho, 
Plantation  is  they  manage,  and  fomething 
louder  of  their  dextrous  Management  of  it ;  not 
Confidering,  that  the  yearly  Supplies  of  Negroes 
from  Guinea^  and  of  Utenfils,  Cfr.  for  the  Plan¬ 
tation,  which  are  remitted  to  them  from  Eng- 
landy  are  all  paid  for  there  out  of  the  clear  Pro- 

D  fits 
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fits  of  the  Sugar.  But  however  we  may  fhut  our 
Hyes  againft  this  ridiculous  Error,  fome  in  the 
World  obferve  it  well  enough,  and  do  but  laugh 
at  us  for  our  Folly.  See  what  a  Jeft  the  Author 
of  the  Remarks  on  The  prefent  State  of  the  Britifi 
Sugar  Colonies  confider’d  makes  of  us,  p.  27. 

‘THE  Gentlemen  of  Barhadoes  (fajs  he) 

‘  could  not  perhaps  have  taken  a  more.impro- 
‘  per  Time  to  complain  of  any  Hardfhip,  as 
‘  they  have  imported  no  lefs  into  the  Port  of 
‘  London  in  the  Year  1730.  than  17,077  Hogf- 
‘  heads  and  256  Barrels  of  Sugar  from  that  Eland 
‘  only,  befide  the  Quantity  imported  to  the  Out- 
‘  ports,  which  I  will  only  allow  to  be  one  Third 
‘  of  the  Hogfheads  imported  to  London,  viz. 

‘  5692  Hogflieads,  in  all  22769  Hoglheads, 

‘  each  Hoglhead  Weight  in  Barhadoes  13  Hund. 

*  will  amount  to  295,997  Hund.  which,  at  1  1. 

^  ^  s.  per  Hund.  in  Barhadoes,  muft  amount  to 

*  340,391/.  lit.  no  inconfiderable  Sum,  when 
‘  we  confider  the  Smallnefs  of  that  Eland,  which 
‘  is  not  much  bigger  jhan  the  IJle  of-lVight,  and 
‘  the  Number  of  People  (which  the  Gentlemen 
‘  of  that  Eland  aflure  us  are  very  few)  amongft 
‘  whom  this  Sum  is  to  Jbe  divided.  But  when 
‘  we  confider  that  all  this'is  clear  "Profit,'  be- 
‘  caufe  thefe  very  Gentlemen  have  already  pro- 
‘  ved  before  the  Honourable  Committee,  that  the 
‘  Rum  and  Mclafles  pays  all  the  Charges  of  the 
‘  Plantation;  and  if  we 'farther  allow  what  we 
‘  reafonably  may,  that  but  one  Twentieth  Part 
‘  of  their  Sugar  was  taken  off  their  Hands  by 
‘  the  Northern  Colonies,  the  whole  Amount  of 
‘  their  Profits  in. the  Year  1730,  only  comes  to 
‘  360,306/.  18  r.  a  Sum  fo  prodigious  when 
‘  confidered  as  clear  Profit,  that  it  may  feem 
‘  incredible  whenever  it  fhall  be  related,  that 

‘  a  few  People  (very  few  as  they  themfelves  fay) 

were 
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^  were  fo  bad  Oeconomifts,  that  they  could  not 
‘  live  on  luch  a  mighty  Income,  but  petition  d 
‘  like  People  in  Diftrefs,  and  under  the  greateft 
^  Calamities,  for  the  Means  of  getting  more.’ 

W  PI  O  they  were  that  prov’d  before  the  Ho- 
7iouyahle  Comynittee^  and  with  what  Arguments 
they  proved’  it,  that  the  Rim  and  MolaJJes  pays  all 
the  Charges  of 'the  Plantation^  I  know  not ;  but 
certainly  never  was  a  fouler  Impofrtion  put  upon 
Men  of  Senfe  and  Honour  before,  as  is  evident 
from  the  Demonftration  of  the  Author  oi  Phe 
prefent  State  of  the  Britifh  Sugar  Colonies  conftdePd^ 
at  22,  23.  where  on  the  one  Side  the  yearly 
nett  Profits  of  the  Rum  and  Molaffes  of  Barba- 
does  ^reckoning  I  believe  a  little  ot  the  higheft) 
amount  to  no  more  than  80,000/.  and  on  the 
other  the  yearly  Cofts  of  the  Plantation  there 
in  Slaves,  Wine,  Provifions,  Lumber,  and  Hor- 
fes,  to  210,000/.  befide  (reckoning  in  this,  and 
fome  of  the  preceeding,  as  I  take  it,  not  a  little 
too  fliort;  100,000  /.  for  Linnen,  Woollen,  I- 
ron.  Copper,  From  whence,  admitting  even 
his  large  Account  of  the  Value  of  the  Rum  and 
Molaffes,  and  his  fhort  or  imperfeft  one  of  the 
Plantation  Cofts  to  be  right,  it  appears,  that  the 
Produce  of  the  Rum  and  Molaffes  is  but  juft  one 
Fifth  of  the  Cofts  of  the  Plantation.  His  Re¬ 
marker,  however  he  would  feem  to  diflemble 
this  and  fome  other  Matters,  prefently  difcern’d 
the  Deceit,  and  only  makes  ufe  of  it  againft  the 
Sugar  Planters  by  way  of  Reproach,  or  as  an 
Argument  ad  hominem^  which  every  body  kriows 
is  nothing  but  Banter  when  in  itfelf  incbpclufive. 
Tdhefe  very  Gentlemen^  fays  he,  (meaning  thofe  of 
'Bar  Undoes^  the  mo  hi  wealthy^  mohi  opulent^  and 
gayehi  People  in  His  Majefifs  Dominions,  even  very 
few  about  his  Courts  excepted,  whofe  clear  Profits  of 
their  Sugar  alone  in  the  Tear  1730  amounted  to 

.  ‘  ^  D  2  360.3^6 
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360,306  1.  1 8  s.)  tbefe  very  Gentlemen  have  prov^d^ 
that  the  Rum  and  AdclaJJes  pays  all  the  Charges  of  the 
Plantation, 

BEHOLD  what  Pride  hath  profited  us  !  and 
what  good  our  groundlefs  vaunting  of  Riches  hath 
hr  ought  us  I  - 

BUT  to  make  the  main  Point  more  perfpk 
CU011S5  if  poffible,  I  fhall  here,  lirft  prefent  the 
]\eader  with  a  Calculation  I  have  fomewhere  met 
with,^  of  tne  real  or  intrinfick  Value  of  the  Land 
and  Stock  of  Barbadoes  at  this  1  ime  ;  and  next 
with  a  Converfation  of  two  Days^  between  a  Mer- 
cnant  in  London,  and  a  Planter  of  that  Illand, 


The  Calculation, 


I 


Admit  (fays  my  Calculator)  there  is*]) 
no  more  but  80,000  Acres  of  pmY 
nurable  Land  m  Barbadoes,  worth, Q  L6oo,ooo 

at  an  Average,  20  /.  per  Acre _ J 

70,000  Negroes,  Men,. Women,  and'i 

Children,  vt^orth  one  with  another,  >1,540,000 
22/.  each  —  - - - - - -  \ 

Other  Stock,  Sugar  Buildings,  andA 
Implements  to  employ  the  WhiteC 
and  Black  Inhabitants,  to  the  Va-f 
lue  of  only  - —  - - - - -  j 


Total 


—  5,000,000 


nefitblDafs  Dialog  ue. 

MiTchant.  I  m  glad  to  Tee  you  look  fo  well  af? 
ter  this  long  Voyage  from  Barbadoes. 

Blaster.  The  Sea  feldom  diTorders  me »  we 
had  a  good  Paflage,  fhort  of  fix  Weeks.  I  think 
j  nave  not  feen  you  fince  we  parted  at  Oxfords 
now  have  you  pafs’d  the  Time  ? 

M,  My 
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M.  My  Father  took  me  into  his  Compting- 
Houfe,  inftrudled  me  in  Mercantile  Matters, 
fent  me  to  almoft  all  the  noted  Trading  Towns 
of  Europe,  and  then  gave  me  a  handfome  Stock 
to  let  up  for  my  lelf,  which  Heaven  has  fo 
profpered  that  I  am  now  upwards  of  20,000  /, 

before  hand. - But  how  have  you  done  in 

Barbadoes  ? 

P.  You  know  how  we  Planters  live  :  You 

have  been  for  fome  time  concern’d  in  the  Wefl- 
India  Trade.  ^ 

M.  I  have  ;  and  wifh  I  had  fallen  into  it  foon- 
er;  I  have  got  fo  well  by  Barbadoes,  that!  wou’d 

purchafe  a  Plantation  there.  Can  you  direit 
me ■ 

P .  I  fee  you  muft  have  fbme  part  of  my  Sto- 
ry  :  On  my  Return  to  Barbadoes,  I  had  my 

Siftei  s  Portion,  and  fome  other  Incumbrances  to 
difcharge,  which  kept  me  back  a  little,  but  by 
GOD’S  Blefling  on  my  Induftry  foon  got  over 
all-:  I  left  my  Plantation  about  two  Months 
fince,  well  flock’d  and  fettled,  and  my  lafl  Ac- 
compt  Current  from  my  Fadlor  here  credits  me 
with  a  Balance  of  8060  /. - I  have  three  Chil¬ 

dren  my  two  Sons,  whom  you  have  feen,  are 
flill  zx.Wefimmfter%<da<:>o\,  and  my  Wife  and  little 
Daughter  are  come  home  with  me.  My  Grand¬ 
mother’s  Father  had  a  fmall  Eftate  in  the  North, 
which  he  fpent  or  loft  in  following  the  Fortunes 
of  the  two  Cbarles'%,  which  forced  him  to  the 
Wefl-Indies,  and  after  the  Reftoration  King 
Charles  gave  him  nothing  but  Thanks  for  all 
his  Services  and  Sufferings.  ’  I  have  fome 

Thoughts  of  buying  that  Eftate. - - - So 

that^  if  you  are  for  a  Plantation  in  Barbadoes,  I 
don’t  know  but  you  may  have  mine. 

M.  With  all  my  fieart  i  whereabouts  may  the 
Price  be?  .  ‘  . 

-  *  •  '  <  i  . 

P,  1 60 
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/. 

P.  160  Acres  of  Land  at  20/.  per  Kcrt,  is  3200 
200  Negroes,  young  and  old,  at  one  1  4400 

with  another,  22/.  per  Head - J 

All  the  other  Stock,  Sugar-Buildings,  ? 

andUtenfds - j*  ^400 


Total  13000 

You’ll  meet  with  forty  Gentlemen  here  in  Lon¬ 
don  who  know  my  Plantation  ,  afk  if  it  be  not 
a  Pennyworth. 

M.  I  will ;  when  fhall  I  wait  on  you  next?  ' 

P.  Pm  going  to  pafs  a  Month  or  two  with 
fome  Relations  in  Torkfiire\  PlI  let  you  know 
when  I  return. 

The  fecond  Dafs  Dialogue, 

Merchant,  How  do  you  like  travelling  in 
England  ? 

"planter.  How  can  I  but  like  it?  Befides,  I 
have  feen  the  Eftate  I  told  you  ot :  in  my 
Great  Grandfather’s  Time  it  was  worth  about 
300/.  a  Year,  but  now  they  fay  it  is  worth 
near  as  much  more. 

M,  To  the  Point:  In  advifing  with  Friends 
about  the  Purchafe  of  your  Eftate  in  Barhadoes^  I 
find  all  you  faid  of  it  to  be  true  ;  but  have  fince 
happened  to  fee  a  Calculate  of  the  Value  of  all 
the  Land  and  Stock  of  Barhadoes  at  prefent, 
amounting  to  five  Millions,  which  is,  as  I  am 
told,  much  of  the  lowed,  and  another  ('which  I 
have  long  been  wifhing  ’for,  but  never  could  meet 
with  from  fo  good  a  Hand  before^  of  the  ufual 
annual  Nett  Produce  of  that  Ifland,  amounting 
to  420,006  /.  which  however  is  thought  by  forae 
t9  b^  a  little  of  the  higheft  .  But  allowing  both 
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to  be  as  exaft  as  poflible,  the  latter  is  but  two 
Fifths  more  than  Eight  C(?;7r.  upon  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  the  Balance  of  100,000  /.  faid  to  be  left 
to  the  Planters  in  general  (after  the  ufual  annual 
Cods  of  the  Plantation  according  to  this  Calcu¬ 
lation,  viz.  320,000  /.  are  allowed  for)  only  Two 
'^erCent,  or  100,000  /.  on  the  Principal  of  Five 
Millions  ;  and  it  is  hard  if  Five  Millions,  or  any 
Sum  you  pleafe,  may  not  be  made  to  gain  near 
as  "much  by  other  honeft  Ways  and  Means, 
and  without  one’s  ftirring  out  of  England  him- 
felf,  as  8  /.  8  j.  Cent,  and  fafter  allowing  for 


aU  .the^^neceffary  Cofts  of  Bufinefs  and  Living) 
much  rrjore  than  'Two  per  Cent,  per  Annuin 
put  of  the  nett  Profits  of  the  Principal. ^  This, 
to  be  free  with  you,  daggers  me 
P.  Be  as  free  as  you  pleafe.  ‘ 

M.  If  I  purchafe  your  Plantation,  I  fhall  not, 
for  Reafons  needlefs  ^to  be  told  to  you,  leave 
k  to^  Attorney  and  a  Managef7~but  live  on  the 
Spot,  and  take  Care  of  it  rnyfelf.  ’Tis  faid 
there  is  fomeRifque,  tho’  not  more  than  from 
htncQ  to  Newcafile.,  in  the  Voyage.  My  Lord 
Belhaven  was  loft  in  going  thither,  and  Mr  Gor¬ 
don  not  long  fince  in  coming  from  thence.  A 
Stranger  too,  they  fay,  mu  ft  expedl  a  Seafoning 
there  on  his  Arrival,  which  proves  fatal  to  many* 
P.  That  is  trifling. 

M.  I  believe  there  is  not  much  in  it  when  i 
Man  is  regular,  and  takes  Care  of  himfelf.  ^ 
P.  Very  little. 

M.  But  it  has  been  often  obferved,  that  there 
are  not  fo  many  old  People  in  the  horrid  7jone.^  in 
proportion,  as  in  onv  Pemp er at eon^  •,  that  a  Man  of 
fifty  or  fifty  four  Years  of  Age  is  a  rarer  Speftacle 
in  Barbadoes.,  than  one  of  fixty  among  the  like 
Number  of  People  here  in  Englaftd  •y  'SinA  that 
all  the  Infirmities  of  Threefcore  here,  are  fre- 

'  ‘  quently 


^  *  r 
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quently  to  be  found  upon  one  of  five  and  forty 
there.  I  am  now  in  my  thirty  fecond  Year, 
and  have  not,  I  thank  God,  lived  fo  as  to  be 
afraid  to  die*,  but  for  all  that,  Life  is  aBleffing, 
and  may  be  made  to  ferve  many  good  Ends. 
I  would  not  for  a  great  deal  be  acceffary  to  the 
fhortening  of  mine  by  ten  or  fix  Years,  at  leaft 
not  for  8t  per  Cent,  and  lefs  for  2  per  Cent,  on 
the  Principal,  which  1  find  is  the  moft  that  is 
made  by  the  Eftates  of  Barbaddes.,  after  the  ne- 
cefiTary  Colts  of  Planting  and  Living  are  dif- 
charged.  ^  ‘ 

P.  Db^  you  think  I  get  no  more  by  my  Plan¬ 
tation  in  Ba'rhadoes. 

M.  r  know  better.  You,  "  andVbthers  of  my 
Acquaintance  there,  live  with  more  true  Splen¬ 
dor  and  Elegance  than  the  moft  Luxurious  of 
them  all,  arid  yet  lay  up  Money.  But  it  cannot 

be  denied — - - —  r f 

P.  Is  there  iDO  fuch  thing  as  Luxury  in  En^and, 
M.  Never  more:  But  you  feeifi  to  mifappre- 
hend  me.  '  Ewas  going  to^Tay,  ‘thal:,  if  there  is 
any  Truth  in  the  two  Calculations  now  mention¬ 
ed,  it  is  impoflible  the  Bulk,  of  the  Sugar  Planters 
fhould  be  confiderable  Gainers, ,  or  rather  it  i$ 
not  poflible  but  the  Bulk  of  them  mull  be  con¬ 
fiderable  Lofers,  as  it  is  all  the  World  over  with 
the  Luxurious,  Negligent,  and  Unfortunate. 
Who  the  Luxurious  are  is  obvious*,  I  call  that 
Man  Negligent  who  lives  at  random  upon  Cre¬ 
dit,  without  attending  duly  to  his  Situation  in 
the  Worlds  and  with  me  he  is  Unfortunate 
whofe  Situation  is  fuch  that  he  is  compelled  to 
live  much  on  Credit,  and  cannot  lay  up  fome- 
thing  of  his  nett  Profits  every  Year,  or  fome- 
thing  very  confiderable  in  a  feafonable  or  fruit¬ 
ful  Year  to  make  amends  for  the  Deficiencies  of 
the  unfeafonable  or  unfruitful,  which  are  more 

frequent 
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frequent  in  the  Sugar  Colonies  than  elfevvhere. 
Does  not  a  Hurricane,  or  a  Dry-weather  Year,, 
fet  a  Planter,  farther  back  than  a  feafonable  Year 
can  advance  him  ?  » 

k  i 

P.  It  cannot  be  otherwife  for  the  Charges  of 
a  Plantation  are  much. the  fame  in  mott  Articles, 
and  greater  in  fome  in  fuch  a  Year  j  and  the.nctc 
Profits  is  not  above  half  of  what  they  ufe  to  be 
in  a  fruitful  Year. 

M.  Is  not  the  Planter  undone  when  a  Morta¬ 
lity  feizes  the  Negroes,  if  he  has  not  where¬ 
withal  to  renew  his  Stock.?  ^  ' 

P.  My  Lofs  in  Slaves  was  lefs  than  Tome  of 
my  Neighbours :  I  conftantly  cloathed  and  fed 
mine  to  the  full,  and.  feldom  had  Occafion  to 
over-work  them.  Tbo’  Food  is  often  fcarce  and 
dear  in  Barbadoes^  it  is  always  cheaper  than 
Phyfic. 

M.  For  my  own  Part,  I  believe  I  lliould  live 
as  frugally,  and  manage  as  well  too  as  yourfelf, 
after  I  had  gained  Experience  in  Plantation  Bu- 
finefs :  But  who  knows,. but  it’  would  fare. with 
my  Pofterity  as  with  the  if  they  lay  under 

the  like  Temptations,  and  were  fixed  in  the  like 
Situation.?  '  .  . 

f  *  • 

P.  What  fhould  hinder  the  Bulk  of  our  Plan¬ 
ters  from  being  frugal,  ancimanaging  to  the  beft 
Advantage,  and  by  confequence  from  ‘growing 
rich?  .  ‘ 

M,  The  fame  that  hinders  fo  many  People  e-, 
very  where  from  being  good,  virtuous,  diligent, 
and  fuccefsful.'  But  fuppofe,  for  Argument  fake,, 
that  all  the  Sugar  Planters  of  Barbadoes  were  fru¬ 
gal  and  induftrious,  yet  (Jet  the  hidden  Caiife' lie 
where  it  will)  the  Land  and  Stock  of  the  wholci 
be  Five  Millions,  and  the  nett  Profits  .only 
420,000/.  or  admitting  that,  after,  the  yearly 
Plantation  Cofts  (which  the  Pk?nters  are  neceP 

E  ‘  '  '  farily 
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i'arily  obliged  to  be  at  to  fupport  themfelves, 
and  their  Plantations)  viz.  320,000/.  are  dif- 
charged,  there  remains  to  them  in  common  out 
of  the  i^id  nett  annual  Profits  of  420,000/.  a 
Balance  of  100,000/.  it  is  impoflible  in  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Thing,  that  all,  or  even  the  Bulk  of 
them  fliould  be  rich.  For  what,  I  pray,  is  2 
per  Cent,  per  Annum  (and  100,000/.  from  Five 
Millions  is  not  a  Penny  more^  in  any  Way  of 
Life  whacfoever  any  where  in  Europe^  much 
more  in  the  Weft- Indies  where  the  Number 
of  Rifques  is  manifeftly  greater.^  And  yet, 
let  the  Author  of  the  laft  Calculation  make, 
when  he  pleafes,  a  more  perfeft  Enumeration 
of  the  neceffary  Plantation  Cofts  of  Barbadoes 
than -he  has  done,  -  and  he  will  find  nothing 
of  that  Balance,  .or  of  that  2  per^  Cent.  Superlu- 
cration  (fmall  as  it  is)  coming  to  the  Bulk  of 
the  Sugar  Planters,-  and  nothing  near  fo  much 
as  fome  give  out,  even  to  the  moft  frugal  and 
induilrious.  .  Confider  the  Matter  ferioufly  at 
your  Leifure,  and  you  will  perceive  the  Certain* 
ty  of  it  both  in  Reafon  and  Fa6l. 

-P.  I  will.^  . 

Al.  I  know  not  how  I  fliould  brook  to  live 
with  fo  many  Slaves  as  our  Government  (with- 
out  making  Provifion  for  their-- Inflru^lion 
in  Religion^  have  made  neceffary  for'  carrying 
on  a  Sugar  Plantation.  We  Efigliftomen  above 
all  the  World  cannot  juftify  to  our  Confciences 
the  bringing  our  Fellow-Creatures,  zvbo  never 
did  us  an^  harm.^  into  a  Condition  fo  juflly  odious 
to  ourfelves.  I  have  heard  ftrange  Stories  of  their 
Rebellions  in  Barbadoes.,  which  yet  according  to 
the  Notions  entertained  of  natural  Right  and 
Liberty,  feem  to  be  not  altogether  unjuflifiable. 
Idhere  was  ("fays  Mr  W.  Mofte  in  his  Argument 
againft  a  Standing  Army^  printed  16^7.)  a  French 
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Colony  hi  the  Weft-Indies  who  having  War  with 
the  neighhouring  Indians,  and  being  tired  in  t  eit 
March  with  the  extremity  of  Heat,  made  tocir 
Slaves  (I  fuppofe  their  Negroes)  carry  their  Anns ; 
who,  taking  that  Opportunity,  fell  upon  them,  and  cut 

them  to  Pieces - It  is  a  ridiculous  Imagination  to 

conceive  Men  will  be  Servants  when  they  may  be  Ma¬ 
ilers.  We  often  pray  (fays  a  later  Writer)  for  the 
Propagation  of  Cah^\o.n\ij  ;  and  yet  of  how  little  uje 
would  that  be  to  a  People  who  were  not  free?  Let 
us  join  to  it  our  Wifhes,  that  thefe  two  invaluable 
Blejings  may  go  together,  and  that  with  a^  Reli¬ 
gion  which  is  itfelf  perfeSt  Freedom,  the_  whole  Race 
of  Mankind  may  he  rejlored  to  that  Liberty  which 
is  their  undoubted  natural  Right  which  they  may 
be  robbed  of,  but  can  never  forfeit.  I  believe  I 
fhould  have  but  fmall  Heart  to  worftup  my  Sa¬ 
viour  at  Church,  if  I  remembred  I  had  200 
Wretches  about  my  Houfe,  who  knew  nothing 

of  the  common  Salvation  purchafed  by  him.  In 

my  Way  of  Thinking  it  is  no  fmall  Infelicity 
to  a  Man  to  be  obliged  to  be  the  Mafter,o| 
fuch  a  Family,'  and  what  no  Chriftian  would 
chufe  if  he  knew  (as  I  do)  how  to  help  it. 

P.  A  Cure  inay  be  found  for  that. 

M.  1  hope  there  will ;  I  am  fure  it  nearly  con¬ 
cerns  us  all,  as  we  are  Freemen  and  Chriftians, 
to  confider  the  Cafe  of  thefe  poor  Creatures,  m 
which  we-have  trifled  fo  fhamefully  hitherto. 

P.  Have  you  any  more  to  fay  ? 

M.  A  good  deal.  ‘  Is  it  not  a  Damage  to 
‘  Barbadoes  (as  Sir  William  Petty  long  fince  obfer- 
‘  ved  in  the  fifth  Chapter  of  his  Political  Arithmetic) 

‘  that  the  Goods  which  might  pafs  thence  imme- 
‘  diately  to  feveral  Parts  of  the  World,  and  to 
‘  be  fold  at  moderate  Rates,  muft  firft 
‘  into  England,  and  there  pay  Duties,  and  af- 
‘  wards  pafs,  into  thofe  Countries  to  which  they 
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might  have  gone  immediately  ?’  The  French 

have  feveral  good  Vends  for  their  Sugars  vohilH 

yours  are  confined  to  Great  Britain,  and  He  here 

penfihmg  tn  the  Ware-houfies.  How  can  this  but 

diicourage  People  from  making  Purchafes  a- 
niongft  you  ? 

P.  That  Grievance  admits  of  an  eafy  Re- 
meciy.  ^ 

M.  Again ;  What  Stranger  will  covet  to  be 
a  1  ropnetor  m  Barbadoes,  who  has  heard  what 
^  eavy  ppreffors  home  of  your  Governors  have 

peen.  I  need  not  repeat  Matters  to  you.  Certain 
It  IS,  what  former  Governors  have  been  future 
ones  may  be.  And  tho’  I  fhould  either  tame- 
y  lubmit  to  the  worft  in  my  own  Particular,  as 
knowing  the  ahnoft  infuperable  Difficulties  of 
obtaining  Reparation  at  fuch  a  Diftance  from 
Hnce,  or  elle  join  in  a  decent  and  vigorous 
Oppofition  to  them  ’till  Redrefs  could  be  ob¬ 
tained ;  yet,  inch  a  State  of  Acquiefcence  un¬ 
der  undelerved  or  illegal  Impofidons,  on  the 
one  Hand,  or  of  perpetual  Struggle  and  Conten- 
tion  on  the  other,  is  what  no  prudent  Man 
would  defire  to  be  in  who  has  it  in  his  Power  fas 
It  IS  now  in  niine)  to  fit  down  where  he  pleafes. 

J  am  to,d  this  Abule  has  been  fo  long  improving 
that  It  IS  now  become  intolerable  in  fome  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  at  the  fame  time  incurable  in  all  by  a- 
ny  other  Method  than  what  was  in  the  Year  1698 
recommended  by  Dr  Davenant  in  the  fecond 
Part  of  his  Dificourfies  on  the  Public  Revenues,  who 
fays  at  f.  24^ .  Hardly  any  thing  would  more  conduce 
to  the  good  Government  'of  our  Plantations,  tZ 
to  follow  one  Courfie  which  the  King  of  France  ob- 
Jcrves  Jfrihlly  in  his  ;  and  that  is,  to  give  very  large 
Appointments  to  the  Governors  out  of  his  pwn  Cof- 
jers,  not  allowing  them  any  Per quifites,  or  to  draw 
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_  P.  When  the  T)oaor’%  Advice  fliall  be  taken 

I  know  not ;  but  fuch  a  Conduft  towards  our 

Sugar  Colonies  feem  to  be  the  more  eligible' 

becaufe  we  are  all  fo  bound  up  in  our  Mother- 

Nation,  and  under  fo  conftant,  unalterable,  and 

abfolute  a  Dependance  on  her  in  all  Things  even 

to  the  very  Article  of  Food  and  Raiment,  that 

1  queftion  much  whether  any  one  of  us  could 

fubfift  for  Three  Months  together  without  her 
Support. 

T  Dolor's  Notions; 

I  have  his  Book  in  my  Pocket;  fhall  I  read  you 

Part  of  the  Paragraph  next  before  this? 

P.  Let  me  hear  it. 

Af.  He  who  is  to  command  a  Country  Jhould  he  ' 
a  Man  of  Abilities,  Experience,  Dexterity,  Courage, 
e7nper,  and  Virtue ;  he  ought  to  be  endowed  with 
juch  a  general  Knowlege,  as  ?nay  comprehend  the 
Nciture  of  the  Soil  where  he  is,  what  Improvements 
It  is  capable^  of,  and  what  ^Trades  will  be  mo§i  advan¬ 
tageous  to  It.  He  Jhould  be  able  likewife  to  look  into 
the  Genius  of  the  People  he  is  to  govern ;  He  Jhould 
be  a  Man  of  Difcipline,  Sobriety,  and  JuJlice ;  for 
he  that  is  not  fo  in  his  own  Perfon,  can  never  expeSt 
Order,  nor  compel  others  to  obey  the  Laws.  A 
People  whom  Riches  and  Plenty  furnijh  Matter  for 
Vice  and  Luxury  [^Here  the  Do5lor  goes  on  the 
Notions  in  En^and  of  the  Opulence  of  the 
fouthward  Colonies]  Jhould  be  governed  by  a  JlriPl 
andjkilful  Hand,  which  may  reform  their  Manners, 

and  at  the  fame  time,  both  promote  and  direSi  their 
Indujlry. 

P.  The  DdSlor  is  in  the  right:  The  Weak- 
nefs  of  fome  of  our  Governors,  the  wicked  Lives 
of  fome  dthers,  and  the  inlktiable  Avarice  of 
aimoft  all  of  them,  have  brought  on  many  of 
our  Woes,  ^ 

M.  What 


/ 
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M.  What  he  fays  at  p.  246.  is  alfo  to  my 
Ferpofe.  It  mu  ft  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Colo- 
nies,  that  many  Offices  and  Places  of  Prufi  there^ 
ffould  be  granted  by  Patent  to  Perfons  in  England, 
'ivith'  Liberty  to  execute  fuch  Employments  by  De¬ 
puties,  by  which  means  they  are  generally  farmed  out 
to  indigent  Perfons  who  grind  and  fleece  the  People. 
So  that  the  Inhabitants,  tho"  many  of  them  are  rich, 
fiber,  and  judicious  Men,  yet  they  are  excluded  from 
Offices  of  Erufl,  except  fuch  as  are  chargeable  in  the 
Execution,  which  is  inconfiftent  with  ad  the  Rules 
of  well  governing  a  Country.  Is  not  this  the  Cafe 
of  Barbadoes?  Have  not  your  Reprefentatives 
fometimes  publickly  complained,  that  all  Perfons 
in  Office  under  the  Governor  are  hufied  in  nothing 
elfe  but  how  to  raife  Fortunes,  from  the  Ruins  of  the 
People,  by  inventing  new  Fees  and  Perquifites,  and  in- 
creafing  the  former  Pees  and  Emoluments  of  their  feve- 
ral  'offices  ?  and  that  the  Governor  (who  finds  his 
Advantage  in  it  underhand )  encourages  and  counte¬ 
nances  thefe  Deputies,  whofe  Principals  live  in  Eng¬ 
land,  in  taking  moji  exorbitant  and  illegal  Fees,  to  the 
great  Oppreffng  and  Impoverifhing  of  the  People,  who 
do  but  in  vain  complain  thereo'f?  As  I  think  I  could 
nianage  one  of  thofe  profitable  Offices  or  Places 
of  Tr°ift  as  well  as  the  hungry  Deputy  of  the 
Patentee  in  England,  who  has  no  Intereft  in  the 
Welfare  or  Quiet  of  Barbadoes,  this  is  another 
difeouragement  to  me  from  being  your  Chap: 

P.  My  Plantation  was  both  my  Bufinefs  and 
my  Pleafure  •,  I  cared  for  none  of  their  Offices. 

•Mi  W^e  have  been  credibly  informed,  fays 

Oldmixon  (p.  66.  of  his  Hipry  of  Barbadoes)  there 

were  not  feven  Rounds  of  Powder  in  the.Forts  when 

■Monfuur  Pointy  came  in  fight  of  Barbadoes,  as 

he  was  failing  to  Carthagena  ;  and  had  he^  known 

what  Circumftances  the  Barbadians  were  in,  per¬ 
haps 
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haps  he  had  ended  his  Expedition  before  he  reached 
the  Continent,  i  And  notwichftanding  the  41  per 
Cent,  Duty  was  granted  ('among  other  for 
the  Reparation  of  the  Forts^  yet  what  Lamenta* 
tions  do  your  People  ftill  make,  that  the  For¬ 
tifications  p  BreaJi-JVorks^  and  Batteries  are  gone  to 
Ruin^  that  the  Militia  is  totally,  neglebfed^  and  the 
public  Money  imbezzled  and  wafied  in  BarbadoeS, 
which  has  beem  in  danger  more  than  once  from 
our  European  Neighbours  ?  Mightmot  the  Con- 
fequences  prove  terrible,  if  it  was  to  be  at¬ 
tempted  again  by  a  Neighbour  whofe  Strength 
in  the  Wejt-Indies  is  daily  increafing,  whilft  ours 
is  mouldering  away?.  Was  there  nothing  elfe, 
this  would  much  lower  the  Value  of  the  Land 
and  Stock  of  Barbadoes  with  me. 

P,  I  perceive  you  will  not  give  me  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  lowering  the  Price  of  mine. 

M,  For  thefe  and  odier  Caufes  that  might  be 
affigned,  I  confefs,  1  have  laid  afide  the 
Thoughts  of  making  a  Purchafe  in  your  Kland. 
And  confidering  how  Things  ftand,  I  do  not 
wonder  that  you  ihould  dcfire  to  fettle  again  in 
your  Mother  Country  ;  many  more  of  your 
Brother  Planters  would  do  fo  too,  if  thev  knew 
how  to  difpofe  of  their  Stock  and  Plantations, 
which  their  Neighbours  cannot  buy  for  want 
of  Money  ;  and  none  of  our  moneyed  Men  here, 
will  take  them  off  their  Hands,  as  knowing 
how  to  employ  their  Money  better.  -  As  little^ 
am  I  furprized  that  feveral  of  your  People  are 
removing  with  their  Stock  and  Families  to  the 
northern  Plantations,  where  a  Man  may  call  ha 
Acquifitions  his  own\  you  would  iill  do.  the  fame, 
or  fomething  like  it,  if.it  was  pradicable,  Bar- 
badoes  has  been  long,  and  is  ftill,  a  good  Milch- 
Cow^  or  (to  fpeak.more  in  the  Fafliion).  a  Golden-, 
Mine  10  'Enilatrd,  The  Piflcrence  as  L  take  at, 

..  betwixt 
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betwixt  our  North  and  South  Colonies  with  re- 
fpe£l  CO  their  Inhabitants  ^nd  their  Mother 
Country,  lies  .thus :  All  the  former  (unlefs  I 
Ihould  except  the  two  Tobacco  Colonies)  are 
highly  beneficial  to  themfelves,  but  fomething 
lefs  to  England  ;  all  the  Sugar  Colonies  are  molt 
beneficial  to  England  (or,  if  you  can  excufe  a  harfh 
but  juft  ExprefTion,  our  Slaves  and  Drudges)  but 
very  little  (and  on  many  Accounts,  injurious)  to 
themfelves.  I  wifh  it  was,  I  am  fure  it  might  have 
been,  otherwife.  Sir  Joftah  Child  in  his  Chapter  of 
Plantations  (of  which  all  the  Writers  in  England 
on  Plantation  Affairs  that  I  have  feen,  Dave- 
nant  excepted,  are  but  the  miferable  Tranfcri- 
bers)  lays  it  down  195.)  as  a  certain  Con- 
clufion  from  the  Principles  there  advanced  by 
him,  that  ^  It  is  in  the  Power  of  His  Majefty, 

‘  and  the  Parliament,  if  they  pleafe  -  to 

‘  make  Sugar  more  intirely  an  EngUJIj  Com- 
‘  ‘  modity  than  White  Herrings  are  a  Dutch  Com- 
‘  modity,  and  to  draw  more  Profit  to  this 
‘  Kingdom  thereby  than  the  Dutch  do  by  that, 
and  in  confequence  thereof  to  fink  in  a  few 
‘  Years  to  little  or  nothing  all  the  Sugar  Plan- 
‘  Cations  of  other  Nations/  Hear  Dr  Davenant 
again,  p.  255.  Care  Jlmdd  undoubtedly  he  taken 
not  to  lay  fuch  heavy  Duties  on  the  Weft-India 
Commodities^  as  may  difcourage  Indujlry^  difpeople 
the  Iflands^  and  in  procefs  of  timcy  perhaps^  make 
the  Planters  Defperate. 

P,  Now  you  talk  of  making  us  defperate^  I 
hope  you  have  done. 

M.  Yes;  and  tho’  I  fliall  not  buy  your  Plan¬ 
tation,  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  Anfwer 
can  be  given  to  all  this. 

P.  You  have  been  long ;  I  will  confider  the 
Matter,  as  you  advife,  and  then  give  an  Anfwer, 
M»  Do  ;  I  fliall  expert  it  with  fome  Impatience. 

II.  I  come 
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II.  I  come  next  to  the  Lezvard  Iflands^  viz, 

Antego^  Montjerat^  Nevis^  and  St  Cbnjlopher's, 
of  which  I  ihall  fay  very  little  of  my  own, 
but  chufe  to  treat  of  them  in  the  Words  of  the 
Author  of  Account  of  the  Sale  of  the  French 
Lands  in  Sc  Chriftopher’s,  who  for  that  end  hath 
put  a  Copy  of  his  Manufcripc  in  my  Hands, 
with  Power  to  make  ufe  of  as  much  of  it  as  I 
think  fit.  The  Reader  will  pleafe  to  remember, 
as  he  goes  along,  that  it  was  written  in  the  Year 
1727. 

I  pafs  over  the  Hiilorical  Parr,  which  contains 
the  Publications  of  the  Commiffioners  (who 
were  appointed  to  felLthefe  LandsJ  at  S.  Chrijlo- 
p)her\^  the  Propofals  made  to  them  by  the  Pof- 
feflbrs  of  the  French  Lands,  the  Conditions  and 
manner  of  the  Sale,  the  Form  of  the  Contract 
between  the  King  and  the  Purchafers,  with  the 
Author’s  Obfervacions  upon  it,  the  feveral  Steps 
taken  by  the  Commiffioners  in  negotiating  the 
Whole,  the  flrange  Amufemencs  by  which  they 
gain’d  their  Point  on  the  intimidated  Poffeffors, 
who  expedled  no  other  but  to  be  inftantly  dif- 
poffefs’d,  unlefs  they  yielded  to  whatever  was 
demanded  of  them,  as  not  knowing,  on  fuch  an 
Event,  where  to  go,  or  v/hat  to  do  with  their 
Slaves  and  Live-Stogk,  which,  without  Land  to 
plant  upon,  miifl;  (in  aPlace  where  it  is  impoffibie, 
as  every  one  knows  who  knows  5.  CbriJiopheA^ 
or  the  Leward  Jfands^  to  difpofe  of  them  for 
Ready  Money)  have  foon  dwindled  away  and 
come  to  nothing,  together  with  the  Difficulties  • 

the  Commiffioners  found  in  raifing  the  firft 
Third  of  the  Purchafe-Money  from  Men  who 
had  it  not  to  pay,  and  the  Arts  they  took  to 
furmounc  thofe  Difficulties,  whereby  the  Pur- 
chafers  were  reduc’d  to  mortgage  their  Slaves 

F  and  • 
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and  Stock,  and  ev^en  the  very  Contrafts  they 
were  coming  under  with  His  Majefty,'  Co  Mer¬ 
chants  in  London^  or  Stock-jobbers  in  8.  Chrifio- 
;pher^s^  who  now  may  more  truly  be  faid  co  be 
the  Proprietors  of  the  French  Lands  there,  as 
well  as  of  their  yearly  Produce,  than  the  prefenc 
PoflefTorsJ  Thefe  I  pafs  over  as  not  fo  pertinent 
to  my  Purpofe,  and  fhall  only  take  Notice  of 
Four  of  the  many  Arguments  which  my  Author 
fays  were  alleged  in  Juftificat-ion  of  the  Sale. 

1.  THAT  the  Profit  of  a  Plantation  in  S. 
ChriJlopheFs  is  too  well  known  in  England^  for  the 
PoflefiTors  to  pretend  they  cannot  pay  the  Pur- 
chafc' Money. 

2.  THAT  an  Eftate  in  S,  ChriJlopheFs  is 
now  as  feciire  as  almoft  any  where  elfe,  becaufe, 
befides  the  Forts  and  Bulwarks  along  the  Shore, 
their  inland  Fortification  on  BrimJlone-lWW  has 
been  lately  render’d  fo  regular  and  ftrong,  as  to 
fafs  (to  fpeak  in  the  Phrafe  of  thofe  who  know 
it  well)  all  the  Power  /?/ France  to  take  it, 

3.  I  have  heard  it  affirm’d  (fa^s  my  Author) 

'  by  fome  who  cannot  but  know  the  Truth,  That 
'  the  Reafon  why  the  Sale  was  begun  and  carried 

on  with  fuch  Secrecy  and  Difpatch,  was  purely 
to  prevent  the  Plague  of  farther  Sollicitations, 
there  being  fcarce  any  thing  to  be  faid  in  Fa- 
'  vour  of  the  PolTeffors,  which  had  not  been 
known  and  throughly  confider’d  in  England^ 
long:  before  the  Commiffion  was  made  out  for 
the  Sale. 

4.  THAT,  notwithftanding  the  thriving 
Condition  of  the  French-Ground  Planters,  no 
more  than  one  Third  of  the  Purchafe-Money  is 
demanded  down,  and  no  lefs  than  five  Years 
given  for  paying  the  Remainder,  on  the  mode- 

,  rate  Terms  of  I'en  per  Cent,  per  Annum  Interefl:, 

.  •  which 
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v^hitrh  the  Produce  of  their  Lands  “wili  more  thaii 
difcharge  within  that  Time. 

'  •  T 

I .  IN,  confidering  the  Firfl:,  among  other  Ob- 
fervations  my  Author  makes  a  Comparifon  be¬ 
tween  the  Soil  and  Sugar-Canes  of  St ^  Chrijto^ 
and  of  the  next  llland,  Nevis^  -which  lying 
very  near  St  ^Chrijlopher's  may  be  fuppofed  to 
vary  lefs  from  it  in  the  VV'eacher  than  the  remoter 
Iflands.,,/  The  Soil  of  St  Chrifiopber^^  (fays  he) 

‘  being  .almofl:  all  over  loofe,  fandy,  ,,and  gra- 
velly,^  is  foon  wafhed;away  by  the  Rains;  it  is 
‘  not  better’d  by  dunging  except  clofe  under  the 
‘  Mountains ;  and  the  greater  part  even  of  the 
beft  Land  muft  he  planted  every  Crop,  very 
^  little  of  it  yielding  a  Ratoon  (that  is,  when  the 
^  ripe  Cane  being  cut  off,  the  fame  Root  flioots 
forth  new  Branches)  or  not  ratooning  above 
‘  once :  Whereas  in  Nevis^  tho’  there  is  fcarce 
‘  a  Plantation  there  but  ,what  is  rocky,  and 
‘  near  half  covered  with  Stones,  yet  the  little 
^  Mould  they  have  being  on  a  Clay,  mixed  'in 
‘  feme  Places  with"  Potter’s  Earth,  retains  it  s 
‘  natural  Vigour  better  where  it  has  been  long- 
‘  eft  planted  ;  it  is  capable  of  being  improved 
\  by  Dung ;  every  part  of  it  ratoons  once  or 
^  twice,  and  fome  of  it  in  the  dry  lower  Grounds, 

‘  where  fuch  an  Advantage  is  moft  v/anted,  for 
^  feven  or  eight  Years  running;  and  ('which  is 
‘  more  coniiderable)  altho’  the  Canes  in  St  Chri- 
‘  jlopheR^^  generally  fpeaking,  appear  more  pro- 
^  mifing,  and  grow  longer  and  thicker,  iDeing 
in  many  Fields  of  an  Inch  and  a  half  Diame-* 

‘  ter,  ,and  from  four  to  fix  and  feven  Feetdn  the 
^  Joints,  yet  pne  Gallon  of  the  Nevis  Cane- Juice 
{  or  Liquor  leldom  makes  lefs  than  twentyfour 
t  Ounces  of*  Mufeovado  Sugar,  and  in  Tome 
^  Places  two  Pounds, .  or  more  y  whereas  , in  St 
'  '  '  ■  pa  '"’"  Chriflopbcf% 
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‘  Chrlflofher\  it  is  thought  no  bad  Yieldfng 
‘  when  a  Pound  of  Sugar  is  made  from  a  Gallon 
‘  of  Liquor.  For  the  Truth  of  this  I  appeal 
‘  to  any  Man  that  ever  was  in  the  two  Wands, 

‘  and  thought  it  worth  while  to  look  into  the 

^  Matter. .  j 

A  S  to  what  feme  have  given  out  in  Ejigland 
^  of  the  huge  Incrcafe  of  the  Lands,  ‘1^/3;.' that  in 
^  many  I  laces  one  Acre  will  pjfoduce  7 'or  8coo 
Pounds  of  Sugar,  or  more,  and  4"  or*  5000 

"  throughout,  their  Afiertion  is  nianifeftly  faJfci 
‘  for  juppofing  12,000  x4cres, of  Plants  and  Ra-' 
^  toons  to  be  reaped  e^very  Year  in  St  Chrifio- 
phe)  s  (and  there  has  generally  been  more  for 
the  lalt  nine  or  ten  Years)  and  that  the  12,000 
Acres  yield,  one  with 'another,  3000  Pounds 
of  Sugar,  this,  allowing  1500  Pounds  to  a' 
lierce,  will  amount  to  24,000  Tierces  a 

*  Year,  whereas  it  is  notorious  that  Ifland  has 
‘  not  made  above  half  fo  much  (and  if  the 

Cuflom-houfe  Books  may  be  credited,  nothing 
near  half  fo  much)  in  any  one  Year  durinf^* 

^  that  I'ime  - _ _ 

^  L  A  N  D  has  of  late  been  fo  magnified  in 

*  Si  Chriff.opber''s  as  it  nothing  more  was  requi- 
fite  to  Sugar-making  ;  and  the  Commiflioners 
have  fold  fuch  Parcels  of  the  French  Lands 

**  as  were  fit  for  little  elfe  chan  Paflure  orProvi- 
iions  at  5,  ,6,  or  7  /.  Sterling Acre,  fuch  as 
‘  were  better  at  8  to  1 2  /.  and  fuch  as  were  ac- 
‘  counted  beft  at  12  to  17/.  And  the  whole 
^  at  20  Years  Purchafe,  viz.  five  Years  Pur- 

*  chafe,  which  was  called  the  firjl  Third.^  paid 
^  in  Hand,  one  Year’s  Purchafe  every  Year  for 
‘  five  Years  running,  paid  half  yearly,  which 
‘  they  called  the  Inter ejl  at  ten  per  Cent,  on  the 
^  renmining  two  Thirds  *,  and  ten  Years  Purchafe 
^  more,  or  the  remaining  two  Thirds ^  to  be  paid 

‘  at 
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^  at  the  end  of  the  five  Years.  What  Ground 
‘  they  went  on  in  fixing  the  Furchafe  (whicii  was 
^  left'  intirely  to  their  own  Dilcretion^  I  know 
^  not  *5  but  to  come  at  fomething  certain  concer- 
^  ning  the  Value  of  Land  here,  it  is  neceflary 
^  to  look  into  the  Cofts  and  Profits  of  a  Sugar 
‘  Plantation  in  the  Leward  Iflands. 

‘  LET  us  then,  for  a  Trial,  take  200  Actes 
^  at  12  A  per  Acre,  after  the  Manner  thefe  Gen- 
‘  tlemen  have  fold  Land  in  St  Chrijlopher’*^. 

[FOR  the  underftaridingof  this,  I  mud  go  back 
a  little  to  the  Hiftorical  Part  of  this  Sale.  ‘  The 

*  great  Difficulty  {fcip  Author)  at  prefenc 
‘  on  the  Commiffioners  Hands  v/as  how  to  get 
‘  in  the  firft  Payment,  which  they  knew  could 
^  not  be  done  [according  to  the  Coriditions' 
‘  of  SaleJ  in  a  Lunary  Month  *,  and  therefore 

*  however  preffing  they  were  with  the  Purcha-' 
^  fers  in  private,  their  Difrourfe  in  public^  was, 
‘  that  they  were  not  yet  at  Leifure  to  receive" 
‘  the  firft  Payment,  but  that  Notice  fhould  be 
‘  given  when  to  bring  it  in.  In  the  mean  while, 

‘  fome  of  the  Purchafers  having  defired  Time 
^  to  fend.their  Bills  to  Barhadoes  (St  ChriJiopheASy 
^  and  the  other  Leward  Iflands^  not  affording  Specie 
‘  enough  to  pay  the  firft  Third)  to  raift  the  Mo- 
‘  ney,  the v Commiffioners  readily  granted  it. 
‘  For  tho’  no  mention  was  made  of  it  in  the 

Conditions  of  Sale,  nor  yet  when  the  firft  A- 
^  greements  w^re  ftruck,  they  now  declared  to 
‘  the  Purchafers  by  word  of  mouthy  that  no  Bills 
‘  of  Exchange  on  England  would  be  taken  in 
®  Payment  from  any  Perfon  whatfoever,  but  that 
‘  all  muft  be  paid  in  the  Ifland-Money  at  fifty 
‘  per  Cent.  Advance.  [In  St  Chriflophsr\  and  all 

*  the  Leward  Ifands  a  Piftole  or  Louis  d^or  paffes 
®  at  285.  a  Moidore  at  425.  a  Guinea  at  33^. 
^  a  Piece  of  Eight  at  6 and  an  Englifo  Crown 

‘  at 
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at  7  5.  6  d,)  There  are  two  Reafons  for  this ; 
One,  that  they  knew  very  few  of  the  Bills  would 
have  been  honoured  in  London^  moft  of  the 
Purchafers  having  nothing  in  their  Fadlors 
Hands,  and  many  of  them  being  in  Debt 
in  England,  The  other  muft  be  left  a  fort 
of  Secret ;  for  however  the  Premium  on 
Bills  of  Exchange  had  govern’d  in  Antego^  for 
fome  Years  at  50  fer  Cent,  yet  in  the  other 
Leward  IJlands  it  had  not  for  many  Years  been 
more  than  forty,  and  at  that  time  no  Man 
could  get  above  per  Cent,  on  his  Bills.  So 
that  this  obliging  of  the  Purchafers  to  pay  150/. 
of  the  Ifland-Money,  in  lieu  of  100/.  Sterling, 
was  a  Benefit  to  fome  Body  •,  and  yet  (for  this 
Part  of  the  Treaty  was  wholly  Verbal)  the  Com- 
raifiioners  v/ould  not  give  a  Difcharge  at  the 
foot  of  the  Contract,  for  fo  much  of  the 
Hand-Money  received  in  lieu  of  fo  much  Ster¬ 
ling,  but  adlually  for  fo  much  Sterling.  If 
you  waited  on  them  with  140/.  of  our  Money 
in  lieu  of  100/.  Sterling,  and  told  them  (as  the 
Truth  was)  that  you  could  get  no  more  Cafli 
for  your  Bills,  from  any  Money’d-man  in  St 
ChriJtopheVs^  or  any  where  elfe,  (for  as  foon 
as  the  Traders  of  Antego  heard  how  Things 
flood,  they  would  give  no  more  for  Bills  than 
the  Currency  at  St  ChriJlopheVs)  and  if  they 
would  not  accept  of  the  1 40  /.  Cafh,  they  might 
have  the  Bills  on  your  Faftors  in  London,,  it 
was  to  no  Purpofe.  They  would  have  150/. 
of  the  Hand-Money  in  lieu  of  100/.  Sterling, 
otherwife  you  might  let  it  alone ;  which  was  in 
Effeft  (as  the  People  were  taught  to  under- 
fland  it)  to  tell  the  trembling  Pofiefior  or  Pur- 
chafer,  you  mu§l  quit  Pojfeffion^  and  he  gone  elfe- 
where  with  your  Fa^nily.,  Negroes.,  and  Stock,  nnd 
leave  your  Canes ^  Buildings^  a?td  Improvement^ 

‘  behind 
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behind  you,'  which  no  Body  hid  you  to  put  therU’, 
you  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  King’s  Land,  And 
cho’  there  was  no  fnch  thing  in  the  Contra(it, 
as  paying/  in  the  Country-Money  at  50  per 
Cent.  Advance,’  but  that  any  Purchafer  might 
have  infilled  on  their  receiving  his  Bills,  both 
as  that  is  the  common  Way  of  paying  Sterling 
in  thefe  Parts,  and  as  the  Law  in  SfCbriJtopber’^ 
has  lump’d  the  Cofts  and  Intereft  on  a  Proteft- 
ed  Bill  at  20  per  Cent,  yet  fuch  Fears  were 
they  ftill  in  of  being  inftantly  difpoflefs’d,  that 
not  one  amongft  them  dat’d  to  lland  it.  .Alas! 
v/hat  will  not  Men  fubmit  to  when  threatned 
with  inftant  Ruin,  '  and  govern’d  by  the  Di- 
dlates  of  P'ear  !  The  PoffefiTors  were  not  igno¬ 
rant  when  they  came  into  thefe  Contradls  that 
the  Land  was  really  too  dear,  and  that  they 
could  not  propofe  to  pay  the  Price  fet  upon  it 
within  the  Time  limited,  if  ever,  any  other 
Way  than  by  mortgaging  it  to  Strangers ;  but 
then  they  knew  not  how  to  keep  their  Slaves 
and  Stock  alive,  if  once  difpoflfefs’d  ;  and  they 
knew  the  Commiffioners  had  power. to  dilpoT 
fefs  them,  and  that  it  was  not  in  i'tfelf  unjuft, 
their  Grants  from  the, Crown  being^only 
Pleafure,  to  dirpoflfefs  them:  'And  tho’.fome 
were  not  wanting  to  put  them  in  minid,  thapma- 
ny  Things  may  bejuftly  done  which  Prudence 
and  a  Concern  for  the  general  Utility! will; not 
fuffer  to  be  done,  (for  haid  the  Commifiioners 
difpoflefs’d  them,  neither  They  ‘-nor.,  their 
[mifinform’d]  Employers,  knew  where  to  find 
others  to  put  in  their  Room,  without  encoura¬ 
ging  the  Planters  to  fall  down  from  Barhadoes 
and  the  other  Iflands  to  fettle  at  St  Chrijlopher’s, 
which  would  have  been  to  flop  one  Gap,  by  ma¬ 
king  a  worfe  amongft  ourfelves,  whilft  the  Per- 
fons  difpoflefs’d  rauft  of  necelTity  haye  fled  to 
.  ‘  ‘the 
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‘  the  French  and  Dutch  for  Succour,  where  they 
‘  would  have  been  received  with  open  Arms, 
«  and  got  L^nd  enough  for  nothing)  yet  they  re- 
‘  garded  more  the  Danger  before  their-  Eyes, 
‘  than  the  Counfel  of  their  Friends,  or  the  Rea- 
‘  fon  of  the  Caie.  Certainly,  fuch  was  the  Ter- 
‘  ror  they  were  in,  and  fuch  their  Abhorrence 
‘  at  the  fame  Time  of  flying  to  Foreigners, 
‘  fwhich'was  alfo  attended  with  numberlefs  Dif- 
‘  ficultiesj  that  I  verily  believe  if  the  Commif- 
‘  fionersJiad  aflc’d  40  or  50/.  for  each  Acre  of 
«  the  'French  Land,  many  of  them  would  have 
‘  yielded  to  have  given  it,  or  at  lead  would 
^  have  faid  fo,  merely  like  Slaves  under  Cor- 
«  redion,  who  to  get  rid  of  prefent  Laflies,  and 
‘  to  gain  ftime  to  breathe,  will  often  confcfs 
‘  or  promlfe,,juft  as  their  Tormentors  would 
‘  have  them/  Now  to  return  where  I  left  off.] 
^  THE  firfl:  Third,  or  the  firfl:  five  Years 
«  Purchafe,  to  be  paid  in  a  Lunary  Month  from 

*  the  Day  of  the  Agreement,  is  800/.  or  1200/. 
«  of  the  Ifland-Money  ;  which  1200/  of  the 
‘  Ifland-Money,  if  rais’d  (as  the  Purchafers  of 

*  St  Chrijlopherh  were  Forc'd  to  do)  by  Bills  at 
‘  40  per  Cent,  Advance,  will  coil  857  /.  2  j.  lozd. 
«  Sterling. 

‘  TTIE  Second  five  Years  Purchafe,  or  their 
‘  Intereft  at  ten  per  Cent,  on  the  other  two  Thirds 
‘  for  five  Years,  if  paid  after  the  fame  manner, 

*  (as  probable  it  will  *,  though,  the  Truth  is,  it 

*  may  be  exaded  in  what  Manner  or  Specie  the 
^  Receivers  lliall  think  fit,  there  being  no  Pro- 

*  vifion  made  for  it  in  the  Contrad)  will  amount 
^  to  the  like  Sum,  viz.  857/.  2S.  lohd. 

^  THE  Survey  at  12  d.  per  Actq^  and  five 
^  P-iftoles  for  writing  the  Contrad,  (which  was 
^  the  Price  for  every  Contrad,  whether  for  200 
^  Acres>  or  for  the  fmallefl:  Spot)  12/.  2  s.  io\d. 

‘  THE 


*  ^HE  Co^  of  the  200  Acres  at  12].  per 


‘  Cent,  on  the  other  two  Thirds  >  857  2  lo? 

‘  for  five  Years  - -  -  - j 

‘TEN  Years  purchafe  more,  -v 
*  or  the  other  two  Thirds  at  the  / 

‘  End  of  5  Years  (if  rais’d  here  v 


^  chafer  at  the  End  of  the  five  Years,  becaufe 
‘  it  is  omitted  in  the  Contraft  ;  but  fuch  Con- 
‘  veyances  will  doubtlefs  coft  Money,  juft  what 
‘  the  Sellers  fhall  demand. 

‘  AND  I  fay  nothing  of  the  Intereft  the  far 

*  greater  part  of  the  Purchaf^rs  have  now  to 

*  pay  to  the  Jobbers,  who  have  furnifhed  them 
‘  with  Money  .to  anfwer  the  firft  Payment,  or 
^  which  they  may  hereafter  have  to  pay  to  thofe 
‘  that  furnifh  them  with  Money  to  difcharge  the 
^  Remainder,  which  we  might  well  fuppofe  to 
‘  be  fomerhing  beyond  the  common  Intereft, 
^  and  by  Confequence-a  heavy  Charge  on  the 
‘  Purchafer,  although  it  ftiould  put  nothing  di- 
^  redtJy  into  the  Seller’s  Pocket. 
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«  THE  next Requifite to  Sugar-making,  and 
'  the  moft  momentous  as  the  World  goes,  is  the 
‘  Negro-Slaves^  lefs  than  150  of  which.  Young 
«  and  Old,  cannot  manure  200  Acres  with  any 
‘  tolerable  Profped  of  Advantage.  While  the 
‘  African  Company  flourifli’d,  the  Supplies  from 

Guinea  were  regular  and  certain,  and  they  fold 
‘  the  Slaves  cheaper,  and  gave  longer  Credit  for 
‘  them  (which  was  the  making  of  all  the  Leward 
«  IJlands)  than  other  Traders  will,  or  can  afford 
‘  to  do.  fioyj  and  Girls  have  of  late  coft  14- to 
‘  20/.  Sterling,  Women  20  to  28  /,  and  Men  24 

*  to  30 1.  or  more.  Take  them  at  22  /.  -per  Head, 
‘  and  this  comes  to  3300/.  Sterling. 

‘  A  good  and  fubftantial  Dwelling-Houfe, 
‘  Boiling-Houfe,  Curing-Houfe,  and  Still-Houfe, 

*  as  fet  forth  in  the  Conditions  of  Sale,  with  the 
‘  Stables,  and  Out-houfing,  cannot  be  built  for 
‘  1500/. 

‘THE  Coppers,  Stills,  and  other  Implements 
‘  and  Utenfils  for  the  Boiling,  Curing,  and  Still- 
‘  Houfes,  and  a  Cattle-Mill,  1000/. 

‘  AND  if  a  Wind-Mill  fhould  be  thought 
•=  needful  (as  indeed  it  is)  on  a  Plantation  of 
‘  200  Acres,  that  would  coft  little  lefs  than 
‘  1000/. 

‘THEN  Horfes  from  the  Aor//?)-Continenr, 
‘  Mules  from  Porto-rico,  Curafoa,  or  the  Spanijh 
‘  Main,  which  are  fold  at  20  to  28/.  Sterling 
‘  per  Head,  Carts,  Cart-Cattle,_  and  other  Ap- 
‘  pend  ices,  too  numerous  to  be  fet  down  here, 

1 500 1. 

‘  HERE  is  about  8000/.  Sterling  to  be  laid 
‘  out  on  200  Acres  of  Land,  if  one  would  cul- 
‘  dvate  it  to  Advantage.  Let  us  next  fee  the 
‘  yearly  Produce  of  it. 

‘  THE  Crops  are  fometimes  very  great  ; 
‘  As  in  the  Year  1719,  when  Sugar  fell  in  Eng- 
•  ■  ‘  land 

*  w. 
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*  land  ixom  the  beft  to  the  loweft  Price  it  has 
<  fold  at  fince  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  there  was  a 
‘  better  Crop  than  has  been  fince  in  moft  of  the 
‘  Leward  ijiands ;  in  all  whichfit  is  thought  pretty 
‘  good  Making,  and  beyond  what  is  made  cont- 
‘  munibus  annis,  when  fuch  a  Plantation  as  this 

yields  a  Hoglhead  of  Mufeovado  Sugar  of  1500 
‘  Pounds  Weight,  for  every  Negroe,  Worker 
‘  or  not  Worker,  you  have  upon  it,  or  225,000 tt>. 

‘  NOTE,,  The  Number  of  Workers  in  a 

*  Plantation  of  150  Slaves  feldom  exceeds  80  or 
‘  90,  the  reft  being  either  too  Young  or  too 
'*  Old,  or  hinder’d  by  Sicknefs,  Lamenefs,  At- 

*  tendance  in  the  W^hite  Family,  or  by  their  run- 

‘  ning  away.  _  • 

‘THE  Molafles  (reckoning  100  Gallon? 

‘  from  fix  Hoglheads  or  Tierces  of  Sugar)  is 
‘  2500  Gallons. 

‘THE  Rum  (when  the  Molafles,  as  well  as 
‘  the  Skimmings  of  the  Sugar,  is  converted  to 
‘  that  ufe)  may  be,  befides  the  Plantation-Con- 
‘  fumption,  about  4000  Gallons. 

‘  NOTE,  Many  Plantations  in  St  Chrijlo- 
‘  pher'%  make  very  little  Rum,  and  fome  none 
‘  at  all ;  and  then  the  Skimmings  (except  what 
‘  is  drank  by  the  Horfes,  before  it  grows 
‘  four)  is  all  loft. 

‘  D  U  RING  the  laft  War  with  France,  the 
‘  Sugar  of  the  Leward  JJIands  pafs’d  in  Barter 
‘  and  Payments,  at  the  Rate  of  12  s.  6d.  per 
‘  Cent,  but  might  have  been  bought  for  10  r.  or 
‘  loj.  6 d.  of  the  Country- Cafh  •,  the  Currency 
c  pQf  thefe  laft  fix  or  feven  Years,  has  been  i6j, 

‘  per  Cent,  which  is  1 800 1. 

‘  2500  Gallons  of  Molafles  at  9^.  (the  con- 
‘  ftant  Price)  per  Gallon  is  93  1.  i^s.od. 

‘  BUT  we  will  fuppofe  the  Molafles  to  be 
‘  made  into  Rum,  as  being  the  moft  profitable 

:  .  .  •  G  z  *  Way', 
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Way  ;  4000  Gallons  of  Rum  at  2;.  Gal¬ 
lon  IS  400/.  which,  with  the  Sugar,  makes 
2200/.  of  the  Ifland-Money. 

‘AND  there  is  nothing  elfe  made  in  C/iri- 
s,  except  a  trifle  of  Indigo  and  Cotton, 
by  the  pooreft  of  the  Inhabitants  ;  for  the  Cot- 

‘  AS  to  the  yearly  Expence  of  fuch  a  Planta¬ 
tion,  there  is,  Eirft,  the  Repairs  of  the  Build- 
thefe  being^almoft  all  of  Timber  in 
Umftovherh,  muft.be'  lliingled  and  boarded 
round  every  feventh  or  eighth  Year. 

I  HE  wear,  and  tear  of  Coppers,  Mill- 
A  ^®®^ors,  Cifterns,  Cafles  for  Rum,  Hoes 
anc  jand-Bills,  Stills,  and  a  hundred  other 
.  be  made  good  on  Occafion. 

.  ,.b'  Lois  in  Slaves  (not  including  thofe 

jmiTi^ediately  from  Guinea,  of  which  about  two 
fifths  die  in  the  Seafoning)  may  well,  one  Year 
with  another,  be  reckoned  at  One  in  Fifteen  ; 
in  dry  Years  when  Provifions  of  the  Country 
Growth  are  fcarce,  I.  have  known  it  One  in 
in  my  Plantations,  and  the  fame  or  worfe 
in  fickly  Seafons ;  and  when  the  Small-Pox, 
wjicn  IS  almoft  as  much  dreaded  in  the  Leward 
IJlands  the  Peftilence  is  in  any  Part  of  Ar<r- 
rope,  happens  to  be  imported,  it  is  incredible 
what  Havock  it  makes  among  the  Blacks. 

‘  T  O  this  the  Births  are  to  be  oppofed.  But, 
confidering  how  hard  the  Negroes  are  gene¬ 
rally  kept  to  work,  and  that  Pol-^gam^  ("which, 
whatever  it  may  do  in  their  native  Countries, 

13  found,  among  other  Mifchiefs,  to  hinder 
Breeding  here)  is  permitted  to  them  j  and  al¬ 
lowing  for  the  Numbers  of  Infants  that  die, 
the  little  Work  the  Mother  can  do  for  three 
Months  before  and  nine  after  the  Birth,  Mid. 

‘  wifery. 
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^  Wifery,  and  feme  other  Incidents,  and  the 
}  Maintenance  of  the  Child  tor  fix  or  feven 
‘  Years  at  a  Peny  Diern^  the  Gain  from 
‘  thence  cannot  be  great. 

THE  Lofs  of  Horfes,  Mules,  and  Cattle,  ia 
Dry-weather  Years  efpecially,  is  very  confider- 
able. 

^  D  RUGS  and  Dodorage  is  a  weighty  Ar- 
‘  tide  every  Year. 

’  C  LOATHING  for  the  Slaves,  and  Fifh, 
‘  Flower,  Beef,  and  Herrings  for  their  Food, 
‘  is  another. 

‘  TFIERE  is  the  Parifli  Tax  for  the  fap- 
‘  port  of  the  Parfon,  Clerk,  Sexton,  and  Poor, 
‘  and  to  keep  the  Church  in  Repair. 

‘  AND  the  public  for  paying  the  AgenP^ 
^  Salary  in  England,  for  Building  or  Repairing 
^  the  Seflions-Flbufe  and  Prifon,  for  repairing 
^  the  Fortiheations  and  Bread-Works,  or  making 

*  new  ones  as  Occafion  requires^  for  fupporting  the 
‘  Honour  Dignity  of  the  King’s  Authority; 

^  the  public  meeting  of  the  Sefllons,  and  the  fre^ 

‘  quent  Attendance  of  the  Council,  and  for  de^ 

^  fraymg  all  other  public  Charges,  cannot,  fince 
^  nothing  of  the  4^  per  Cent  Duty  is  laid  out 
‘  on  thofe  Ufes,  but  be  fometimes  heavy 
^  enough. 

‘  THE  Wages  of  a  common  "White  Over- 
^  feer  on  fuch  a  Plantation,  with  his  Allowance 

*  for  Provifions,  Cfr.  is  feldorn  lefs  than  100/. 

*  of  the  Kland- Money. 

‘AND  when  the  Owner  of  a  Plantation 
‘  lives  elfewhere,  the  Hire  of  a  Manager,  with 
‘  his  Perquifites,  is  much  more  confiderable. 

‘  THESE,  and  not  a  few  more  yearly 
^  Expences,  mud  all  be  made  good  out  of  the 
‘  Sugar,  Rum,  and  Molaffes,  or  the  2200  L 
^  produced  by  the  Plantation;  and  they  ar^ 

‘  commonly. 
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«  commonly,  and  I  think  juftly,  computed  (ex- 
^  clufive  of  the  Lofs  in  Slaves,  and  the  Mainte- 
nance  of  the  Matter  and  his  White  Fami- 
^  ly)  at  half  this  Produce  ;  however,  to  humour 
^  feme  People^  we  fhall  allow  them  here  to  be 
^  two  Fifths  only,  or  880/. 

^  THERE  remains  then  to  the  Planter  (who 
«  rarely  Ihips  off  any  Rum  or  Molaffes  on  his 
‘  own  Account,  but  parts  with  both  to  the  Tra- 
‘  ders  here  for  Horfes,  Lumber,  a  little  Catti, 
*  ^c,)  1320/.  or  165,0001b  of  Sugar,  out  of 
‘  which  fuppofing  him,  as  being  willing  to  make 
‘  the  mott  of  it,  to  fhip  98  Tierces  to  London 
‘  on  his  proper  Account  and  Rifque,  his  Invoycc 
^  will  run  thus  j 
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98  Cattcs  of  Sugar  containing  each 

‘  1497  ib.  at  an  Average - 

98  Sugar  Tierces  at  16  5.  or  100  ib. 

Permit-Money,  ^c. - 

The  Duty  of  41  per  Cent,  paid  in 
‘  Specie  into  the  King’s  Cuttom- 

‘  houfe  here - —  • — 

3  s,  of  the  Ifland-Money  per  Cafh 
‘  (being  a  Duty  impofed  by  the 
^  Council  and  Attembly  of  5/ C)6n- 
feopher^s^  in  the  Year  1722,  as  an 
^  Addition  to  the  Chief-Governor’s 
‘  Salary,  and  paid  in  Cafh)  14/. 
^  14  in  Sugar  at  16  s,  per  Cent,  is, 
Commiffions  at  5  per  Cent,  Storage 
5  Horfe-Hire,  - - 


6602 


1838 


165,600 


^  A  S  to  Wattage  in  the  Paflage,  1  have  known 
f  much  of  the  Sugar  of  the  Leward  IJlands  often 

'  ‘  Jofe 
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iofe  a  fixth  Part ;  but  becaufe  our  Planters  of  St 
Chrijiopher^s  who  fhip  Sugar  on  their  own  Ac¬ 
count  affirm,  that  theirs  holds  out  better,  we 
will  here  admit  the  Lofs  to  be  but  one  in  ten^ 
which  is  14,670 it),  there  remains  132, 036!^. 

^  I  pafs  over  Pilferage^  which  the  Infurer  does 
not  meddle  with,  and  for  which  there  is  but 
fhort  Redrefs  otherwife :  VeflTels  from  England, 
are  faid  to  be  but  feldom  guilty :  but  the 
Freighters  complain  of  it  as  too  frequent  in 
thofe,  which,  being  built  to  the  Northward  to 
be  fold  at  Home,  touch  in,  merely  for  the 
Sake  of  a  Freight  and  to  fell  a  Lumber-Cargo, 
at  the  Sugar  Iflands,  where  we  never  fee  them 
more.  » 

‘  THEN  (as  the  Hundred  in  the  Leward 
Iflands  is  but  five  Score,  and  in  England  five 
Score  and  twelve)  allow  for  the  Difference  of 
Weight  14,148  ib.  and,  if,  there  has  been  no 
Pilferage  nor  petty  Damages  at  Sea,  and  the 
Wafte  not  above  one  Pound  in  ten,  there  will 
turn  out  at  the  King’s  Beam  in  London  near 
upon  1179  Hundred  of  nett  Sugar. 

«  THE  Price  of  Sugar  in  England  depends 
Qn  Contingences  needlefs  to  be  named  at  pre- 
fent.  That  of  St  ChriJtopheP^  hath  for  ma¬ 
ny  Years  paft  been  either  20  to  245.  or  24 
to  28  s,  per  Cent,  At  the  Medium  of  24J. 
this  Quantity  of  1179  Hundred  will  fetch 
1414/.  16  j.  Sterling. 

‘  DURING  the  laft  War,  when  the  French 
Settlements  at  Petit  Guaves^  Cape  Frangoh^ 
were  in  their  Infancy,  and  Sugar  fold  higher 
in  England  than  now,  the  Freight  from  the 
Leward  Iflands  was  10  to  18  s,  per  Hundred  ; 
of  late  Years  it  hath  been  from  3  to  5  5.  At 
the  Medium  of  45.  this  Charge,  on  1179  Hun¬ 
dred  is  235/,  16^. 


‘  THE 


C  48  ] 

‘THE  Duty  in  England  at  3  6  d.  per  Hun- 

‘  dred  206/.  dj.  6  d, 

‘THE  fmall  Expence  of  Bill- Money, 
‘  Waiters,  Lighterage,  Primage,  Weighing’ 
‘  Storage  (which  becomes  great  when  the  Sugar 
‘  lies  long  unfold,  or  is  long  in  being  taken 

•  from  the  Ware-houfe  by  the  Buyer),  Commif- 
‘  fions,  Brokerage,  being  from  12  to  lod. 

*  per  Hundred  at  16  d,  is  78/.  12  s. 

‘  RISQJJIL  and  Infurance  of  900/,  (includ- 
^  ing  Commiffions  and  other  Cofts)  at  about 
‘  three  per  Cent,  ly  L  In  all  547/.  14J.  6d, 

‘  WHICH  being  deduced,  the  clear  Pro- 
'  fits  of  this  Plantation  of  200  Acres,  flocked 
‘  as  abdve,  will  amount  to  867  /.  i  j.  6  d,  Ster- 
‘  ling  ;  and  when  the  Owner  has  maintained 
‘  himfelf  and  his  Family  out  of  that  Sum,  and 
‘  made  good  his  Lofs  in  Slaves,  and  perhaps 
^  fome  other  Matters,  the  Balance,  whatever  it 
‘  is,  remains  to  the  national  Stock  in  En^and, 

‘  THUS  it  is,  or  may  be,  when  ail  things 
‘  anfwer  better  than  ordinary. 

‘FOR  there  are  fome  Contingences  to  which 
‘  the  Leward  Iflands  are  efpecially  fubjed;,  fuch 
‘  as  Hurricanes^  Accidental  Fires,,  and  Drj  IVea- 
‘  //a^r,  any  one  of  which  will  make  a  vaft  Dimi- 
‘  nution  in  this  Produce. 

‘  HERE  was  a  mofl  furious  Tempeft  in 
‘  Aiigujl  1707,  which,  in  the  Judgemient  of  fome 
‘  that  were  in  both,  exceeded  that  of  Novemler 
‘  1703  in  England,^  And  tho’  we  have  felt  no- 
^  thing  like  it  fince,  yet  there  have  been  feveral 
‘  Storms,  fometimes  two  in  one  Year,  and  ge- 
‘  nerally  one  every  Year,  'which  never  failed 
‘  to  do  much  Damage,  to  the  Lofs  of  a  Fourth 
^  or  Third,  and  with  many  of  half  their  Crops : 

^  To  fay  nothing  of  the  Sugar  on  board  of  Ship^ 

‘  ac 
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‘  at  Anchor,  which  are  often  drove  aOfore  in 
‘  the  Hurricane-Months;  and  Joit. 

‘  AC.CIDENl'AL  Fire  among  Canes 
‘  does  great  harm  in  many  Places  every  Year. 
‘  By  this  Mifchance  alone,  a  Fourth  perhaps, 
‘  or  a  Third  of  a  Planter’s  whole  Year’s 'Labour 
‘  and  Expence  is  near  confumed  in  a  few  Hours. 
‘  And  confidering  the  revengeful  Temper  of  the 
‘  Slaves,  and  that  not  one  in  a  Flundered  of 
‘  them  is  under  any  Ties  of  any  thing  (as  far 
‘  as  r  have  perceived)  that  deferves  the  Name 
‘  of  Religion,  and  with  .what  eafe  they  may  fet 
‘  Fire  to  .  the  Canes  .'without  being  difeovered, 

‘  ’tis  really  much  iwe  meet  not  with  more  of 
‘  thefe  Diiafters. 

‘  BUT.  the  fureft  and  fevereft  of  all  is  the 
‘  dry  Weather,  which  in  every  Hand  affects 
‘  fome  Plantations  every  Year,  and  in  many 
‘  Years  every  Plantation  throughout  the  Leward 
‘  IJlands ;  and  the  Drought  is  generally  followed 
by  .an  Army  of  Worms,  Flies,  and  other  In- 
‘  fedts,  which  eat  up  what  little  green  thing's 
‘  are  left  on  the  Earth  ;  then  comes  a  fcarcity 
‘  of  Indian  Provifions,  and  a  proportionable 
Dearth  of  thofe  from  England,  Ireland,  and 
‘  the  North  Continent ;  then  a  moft  dreadful 
‘  Mortality  among  the  Negroes  and  Live-Stock, 

‘  Crops  next  to  nothing,  and  Ships  returning 
‘  with  dead  FYeight ;  the  King’s  Duty  of  4^ 

‘  here,  and  3  r.  6  d.  per  Cent.,  at  home  are  mi- 
‘  ferably  fhorten’d,  the  Sugar-Fadlors  in  England 

‘-bite  their  Nails  for  want  of  Bufinefs  - - 

‘  and  the  poor  Planter  is  in  wane  of  all,  things 
‘  but  Debt,  Anguifli,  and  Did  refs. 

‘  NOW  when  any  of  thefe  happens,  Flurri- 
cane,  ’Fire,  or  a  lading  Drought,  fuch  a 
‘  Plantation  as  this  of  200  Acres,  ftock’d  as  be- 
‘  fore,  -far  from  clearing  867/.  Sterling  will 
•  ^  H  ‘  hardly 
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«  hardly  dear  the  Half,  perhaps  not  a  fourth  of 
‘  that  Sum,  as  every  one  knows  that  is  acquain- 
teclNwith  the  Leward  IJlands,  And  as  to  the 
‘  dry  Weather  in  particular,  I  defire  to  appeal 
‘  to  thofe  who  have  Eftates  in  the  Leward  IJlands^ 

*  and  live  in  En^and  chemfelves,  (of  v/hich  there 
^  are  feveral  in  and  about  London)  whether  their 
‘  Plantations  which  in  fome  Years  remit  them 
bo,  8o,  or  loo  Hogfheads  of  Sugar,  did  re- 
‘  mit  40  or  20  Hogfheads  in  the  Years  1717, 

‘  1718,  1721,  1724,  and  1726,  which  were  dry 
‘  weather  Years  in  moft  of  the  Leward  IJlands  ; 

^  nay,  I  would  aflc  fome  of  them,  whether  they 
^  received  one  Ounce  from  their  Plantations  in 
‘  fome  of  thefe  Years,  and  which  is  worfe,  whe- 
^  ther  in  1718  and  1721,  their  Plantations  did 
^  not  bring  moft  of  them  in  Debt. 

[I  hope  it  will  not  offend  an  Honourable  and 
Worthy  Gentleman  now  at  the  Board  of  Lrade  in 
London^  who  is  lately,  in  Right  of  his  Lady,  be¬ 
come  Owner  of  a  Plantation  in  the  Hand  of  Ne¬ 
vis  (of  2  or  300  Acres  of  Land,  about  100  Slaves, 
and  other  Stock  proportionable^  ;  if  1  prefume  in 
this  publick  Manner,  to  defire  him  to  look  into 
the  Plantation-Books  of  the  former  Owner  for 
the  laft  20  or  30  Years,  from  which  I  am  almoft 
fare  fbecaufe  I  have  known  Col.  Jor'j  make  the 
like  Complaints)  he  will  find  a  Confirmation  of 
what  my  Author  advances  in  the  preceeding  Pa¬ 
ragraph.] 

AND  it  would  not  be  found  to  derogate 
^  from  this,  (and  if  any  thing  elfe  can  be  alleg’d, 
‘  I  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  it  fairly  propos’d)  chat 
"  in  fome  or  all  of  thofe  Years,  a  great  aeal  of 
‘  Sugar  was  entered  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  at  home, 
^  from  one  or  two  of  our  Hands  ;  for  it  was  Su- 
^  gar  imported  from  Martinico  and  Guadalope^ 

^  which  upon  paying  the  4?  fer  Cent,  here  was 

‘  re- 
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re-exported  for  Eyjgland ;  and  I  wifh  all  the 
French  Sugar  was  to  be  carried  the  fame 
Way. 

^  THE  PofTeffors  of  the  French  Lands  in  f 
St  ChriJlopheFs^  needed  not  then  to  fear  ('how¬ 
ever  fome  thought  fit  to  terrify  him  with  it) 
that  any  Gentleman  in  England  or  elfewhere, 
who  had  8  or  goooL  to  venture  in  the  World, 
would  ('fuppofing  him  but  barely  fufpicious  of 
Events)  have  laid  it  out  in  forming  a  Settle¬ 
ment  amongft  them,^  although  he  might  have 
had  the  Land  as  the  King  of  France  difpofes 
of  his  in  Hifpaniola,  or  the  Dutch  of  theirs  near 
Surinam^  for  nothings  or  rather  with  a  Premium ; 
much  lefs  that  the  Planters  on  any  other  of 
.our  Sugar  Hands  (who  could  not  but  know  the 
true  State  of  Things)  would  have  gone  to  St 
■Chriflophef%^  with  their  Negroes  and  Stock, 
to  buy  French  I^ands  at  the  Price  impos’d  by 
the  Commifiioners.  / 

‘BUT  becaufe  the  fine  Figure  that  is  fome- 
times  made  in  England  by  Planters  of  the  Lr- 
ward  IJlands^  will  doubtlefs  be  objefled  here, 

I  fhall  (for  the  fake  of  thofe  of  our  Country¬ 
men  at  home,  who  have  been  long  cenfur’d  . 
for  knowing  lefs  of  their  own  King’s  Domi¬ 
nions  than  of  that  of  foreign  Countries))  en¬ 
deavour  to  account  for  all  Appearances  of 
this  Sort,  by  relating  the  Fa6t  as  it  {lands, 
which  is  thus:  When  Merchants  who  fettle 
here,  or  Men  of  the  Learned  ProfefTions,  of 
the  Law  efpecially,  have  got  a  little  before¬ 
hand  (which  few  that  underhand  and  mind  their 
Bufinefs  are  long  in  doing)  let  them  but  once 
get  Footing  on  a  Piece  of  Land,  or  on  a  Plan¬ 
tation  ever  fo  poorly  fettled,  whether  by  Mar¬ 
riage,  Purchafe,  or  otherwife,  and  they  feldoni 
fail  fas  their  other  Bufinefs  or  Praftice  is  daily* 

H  2  ^  bringing 
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bringing  them  in  Money;  of  foon  becomino' 
^  confiderable  Planters.  There  is  no  need  oT 
defcending  to  Particulars,  with  refpeft  to  o- 
^  thers ;  every  Man  in  England  who  can  but 
"  guefs  at  Matters  will  apprehend,  without  being' 
"  told,^  how  a  Governor  of  the  Leward  ljlan(h^ 

‘  a  Lieutenant-Governor  of  fuch  a  Place  as 
‘  Si  Chrijlophsr^,  an  Agent  of  the  AfricanQom^ 

^  pany  (at  ieaft  as  that  Employment  flood  for-' 
rnerly;  a  Golledlor  of  the  Cuftoms  or  of  the 
"  Caliml  Revenues,  an  upper  Officer  of  the 
Regiment  ftationed  among  thefe  Iffands  for 
20  Years  together,  a  Treafurer,  a  Chief- Judge, 

"  a  Secretary,  or  Provofl-Marilial  of  an  Ifland 
"  where  Bufinefs  is  ftirring,  or  even  Handicraftf- 
^t  men,  luch  as  Mill- Wrights,  Houfe-Carpenters, 
Malons,  Black-Smiths,  Coopers,  Taylors  (when 
S  not  corrupted  with  our  Rum,  as  moft  of  them 
prelcntly  are;  may  both  acquire  Plantations, 

^  and  improve  them  to  a  good  Height  in  no 
great  length  of  1  inie.  And  whoever  knows 
^  the  Lezuard  IJlands^  ^or  will  advife  v;ith  fuch  as 
^  do,  will  find,  that  thefe  are  the  Men  of  Wealth 
^  and  Subftance,  and  almoft  the  only  Perfons 
that  fettle  their  Eftates  fo  thoroughly  as  to  be 
^  able  to  return  to  Europe^  and  to  Jive  there  in 
Affluence  and  Splendor  on  the  Profits  of  them  ; 

^  whilft  the  mere  Planters,  who  make  the  Bulk, 
are  fo  far  (fome  excepted)  from  being  rich, 

^  that  too  many  of  them  owe  more  than  their 
'  Eftates  are  worth.  And  (not  to  hide  a  mor- 
tifying  Truth)  when  the  Defendants  of  thefe' 

‘  firft  Induftrious  Purchafers  happen  to'  be  left' 

^  behind  them  here,  moft  of  them  fall  into  the 
‘  Ways  of  the  Place,  and  manage  as  bad  as 
‘  the  worft  of  their  Neighbours. 

‘  FOR  befides  the  natural  Defedls  of  a 
^  PJancatlon  in  thefe  Parts,  and  the  Calamities 
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it  is  always  fubjed  to,  the  Planters  ("it  muft 
‘  be  confefs’d)  oiiend  in  many  I'hings ;  of  v/hich 
‘  I  fhall  mention  home,  not  to  expofe  but  to 
ferve  them,  and  to  make  the  mod  Inattentive, 

‘  if  poffible,  know  their  Situation  better  than 
‘  they  do. 

A  S  no  People  on  Earth  are  more  hofpitable 

‘  to  Strangers,  kinder  to  their  Friends  and 

^  Neighbours,  and  more  helpful  to  the  Diftref- 

fed  j  fo  I  have  feen  fome  of  them  near  undo 

0 

themfclves  bv  exceeding  the  Bounds  of  1  lof- 
‘  pitality,  and  indulging  that  other  Favourite- 
^  Folly,  of  over-coftly  Apparel.  But  thefe  Ex- 
^  cedes  are  almoft  quite  over.  . 

‘  AGAIN;  As  there  is  nothing  of  Educa- 
‘  tion^  for  their  Children  here  above -Reading 
and  Writing,  this- puts  more  of  them  than 
can  go  through  witHeit  upon  fending  them  to 
^  England^  where  few  Planters  having 'any  Re¬ 
gulations  or  Friends  to  direft  their  Education, 
‘  except  their  F^AQVS'  Whofe  Ealents  lie  ^  another 
‘  the  bringing  of  them  up  is  always  ex- 

^  penfive,  and  does  but  fometimes  anfwer  the 
‘  End,  too  many  of  them  returning  here  at  the 
^  Age  of  i6,  i7,‘  or  i8,  full  of  the  Conceit  of 
their  Father’s  large  Poffeffions,  and  the  Herd 
‘  of  Slaves  they  are  to  be  Lords  over,  and  not 
‘  being  provided  with  any  tolerable  Stock  of 
^  fubftantial  Knowledge,  feldom  or  never  grow 
‘  capable  of  ferving  their  Country  or  them- 
‘  felves  to  purpofe :  Tho’  this  muft  be  faid  in 
Juftice  to  them,  that  being  fon  the  moft  part 
‘  of  that  kind  of  Genius  ^intilian  fpeaks  of, 
^  (lib.  I.  c.  3.)  quod  non  temere  unquam  pervenit 
‘  adfrugem.,  when  they  fall  into  good  Hands, 
‘‘  and  are  kept  long  enough  at  it,  few  of  the 
^  Youth  of  other  Countries  anfwer  the  Culture 
^  beftow’d  on  them,  better  than  our  Creoles ; 

^  and 
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"  and  I  could  name  fome  of  them  that  ferve  at 
"  prefent  with  great  Applaufe  in  fevcral  Pofts 
^  and  Offices  of  the  Government  here,  and 
make  as  good  a  tigure  in  the  Regiment,  on 
^  the  Bench,  at  the  Bar,  and  in  the  Pradice  of 
"  Phyfick,  as  any  among  us  that  were  born  and 
bred  in  England. 

^  I T  is  alfo  a  Piece  of  bad  Oeconomy  and 
"  want  of  Fore-caft  in  many  Planters,  that  they 
buy  every  thing  at  the  deareft  Hand,  not  on- 
‘  ]y  negleding  to  fend  to  England,  on  their 
‘  own  Account  and  Rifque,  for  fuch  Things 
^  as  they  want  from  thence,  but  even  negled- 
ing  to  lay  in  Provifions,  and  other  Neceffa- 
ries  for  their  Families  and  Plantations,  when 
^  cheap  and  plenty  here  (as  almoft  every  fort 
^  of  them  is  once  a  Year)  and  when  they  have 
‘  Sugar  to  pay  for  them.  The  Bulk  indeed 
are  not  able  to  do  this  ;  but  muft  take  up 
‘  Goods  of  the  Trader  as  they  want  them,- 
^  to  be  paid  (which  long  Cuftom  has  made 
‘  a  Rule)  as’  their  Crops  come  on.  This  the 
‘  Trader  knows  how  to  improve,  by  laying  a 
‘  proper  Price  on  his  Wares,  which  if  the  Plan- 
‘  ter  fails  to  pay  according  to  Agreement,  or 
‘  ffiould  be  difabled  from  doing  it  (as  is  very 
^  common)  by  the  ffiortnefs  ot  the  Crop,  he 
‘  then  lies  at  the  Creditor’s  Mercy,  and  if  he 
‘  does  not  comply  pundually  as  foon  as  pof- 
‘  fible,  a  Suit  of  Law  naturally  follows,  which 
^  cannot  but  be  more  expenfive  in  this  Part  of 
^  the  World  than  in  Europe.  So  that  what  thro* 

^  his  Situation  and  Infelicity,  what  thro’  his 
‘  Train  of  ill  Conduft,  the  Planter  is  kept  al- 
‘  ways  in  Debt  and  Dependance,  and  either 
^  pays  with  a  Witnefs  for  his  Misfortunes  or  In- 
‘  diferetion,  or  leaves  it  an  Incumberance  on  his 
^  Heirs,  as  they  do  again  on  theirs  with  Addi- 

^  tions, 
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‘  tions/’Lill  at  length  the  Plantation  anfwers  all, 

‘  as  far  as  it  will  go. 

‘  OTHERS  (and  none  fo  much  as  in  St 
‘  Chrijlopher's)  run  into  another  Extream,  and 
‘  to  be  thought  wealthier  than  they  are,  will 
‘  fhip  perhaps  forty,  fifty,  or  more  Tierces  of 
‘  .Sugar  to  their  Factors  in  London,  and  at  the 
‘  fame  time  write  for  twice  the  Amount  in 
‘  Goods,  which  the  Faftor  readily  takes  up  from 
‘  his  Tradefmen,  and  fends  them  out  by  the 
‘  firft  Ship.  Next  Year  the  Planter  (hips  about 
‘  the  fame  Quantity,  with  a  like  Order  for 
‘  Goods,  and  it  may  be  draws  Bills  of  Ex- 
‘  change  on  his  Bill  of  Lading  and  fo  on, 

‘  Till  the  Faftor  finds  it  time  to  flop,  and  de- 
‘.mands  more  Sugar,  and  if  that  fails  diredfs 
‘  his  Attorneys  here  to  do  the  needful.  Mean 
‘  while  the  Planter  pafies  (and  refers  you  to  the 
‘  Cuftom-houfe  Books  for  it)  for  a  confider- 
‘  able  Shipper,  and  by  confequence  a  thriving 
‘  Man,  when  in  truth  it  is  none  of  his  own 
‘  ('any  farther  than  the  Rifque)  but  his  Faftor’s 
Sugar  at  Home  that  he  is  now  flipping. 
‘  Whereas  would  the  Planters  never  fend  for 
‘  more  Goods  than  the  nett  Proceeds  of  their 
‘  Confignments,  and  avoid  falling  into  the  Fa- 
‘  dor’s  Debt  (except  in  Cafes  of  abfolute  ne- 
ceflity,  when  it  ought  to  be  fpeedily  difcharg- 
‘  ed  before  the  Intereft  and  Obligation  run  too 
‘  highj  the  Fadtors  would  not  only  court  their 
‘  Favour,  but  endeavour  elfedually  to  deferve 
‘  it,  and  fuch  of  them  as  employ  Ships  in  the 
Sugar-Trade  would  be  glad  to  fend  out  the 
‘  grofs  and  bulky  Goods  Freight-free,  as  they 
‘  do  to  many  in  other  Hands,  but  to  none  that 
‘  I  can  hear  of  in  St  Chrijlopher’s,  and  above 
‘  all  they  could  afford  to  buy  the  Goods  from 
‘  the  Tradefmen  with  Ready  Money,  which 
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‘  ought  to  make  them  come  a  great  deal  cheaper 
‘  than  can  be  expcfted  the  other  way. 

‘  AND,  to  name  no  more,  nothing  is  more 
‘  common  with  the  more  unthinking  lort,  than 
‘  to  fet  I  know  not  what  Value  on  their  growing 
Canes,  and  becauTe  a  great  Quantity  of  Sugar 
‘  has  been  formerly  made  from  this  or  that  Piece 
of  their  Ground  in  a  feafonable  Vear,  or  when 
‘  the  Soil  was  richer,  fondly  to  conclude  that  the 
fame  muft  be  made  from  it  fill,  efpecially  if 
the  Cane  looks  fair  and  promifing  at  firft.  And 
‘  well  were  it  for  them  did  they  ftop  here  ;  but 
the  Mifchief  is,  they  buy  and  live  as  if  they 
were  fire  of  making  the  like  Quantity ;  and 
then  when  Pay-Day  comes,  and  the  Creditor 
‘  grows  urgent,  fJrhy  truly^  fays  the  Planter  to 

‘  him,  . - I  am  afliamed  to  tell  what  he 

‘  fays. 


‘BUT  to  how  little  purpofe  foever  thefe 
‘  Planters  labour  for  themfelves,  others  are  Gain- 
‘  ers  by  them  :  The  Merchants  are  notable  Gain- 
‘  ers,  efpecially  the  Tranfient  Traders,  that  is, 
fuch  as  flay  only  two  or  three  Months  at  an 
f  Ifland  in  Crop-time,  ’till  they  have  fold  their 
Cargoes,  and  gathered  in  the  Produce,  and 
tnen  return  home  to  fit  themfelves  out  for 
the  like  Adventure  the  following  Year.  It 
is  furprifing  fometimes  to  fee  what  Care  the 
‘  Planters  take  to  keep  up  their  Credit  with 
thefe  Traders,  how  they  will  pinch  and 
‘  ftraiten  themfelves,  and  run  the  Rifque  of 
‘  all  their  other  Creditors  can  do,  rather  than 
‘  let  thefe  go  without  any  confiderable  part  of 
‘  their  Demands  ;  whereas  the  fettled  Trader, 

‘  who  fupplies  their  Occafions  all  the  Year 
‘  round,  and  who  is  obliged  to  Watch  and 
Ward,  and  to  pay  to  all,  both  Publick  and 
‘  Parilh  Levies  as  other  Inhabitants  do,  fiiall 
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be  left  to  the  laft,  ’till 'they  have  done  with 
the  Gobig  Men  ('as  thefe  Planters  call  the 
Tranfient  Traders^  and  then  if  he  will  not 
take  up  with  the  Refufe  of  the  Crop,  he  muft 
be  content  to  flay  ’till  next  Year,  when  the 
Ships  returning  early  with  fuch  Provifions  and 
^dry  Goods  as  the  Planters  are  in  immediate 
need  of,  if  the  T^ranfient  Trader  is  not  again 
preferred  in  point  of  Payment,  he  fliews  him- 
felf  fhy  of  trufting  them,  and  if  once  difip- 
pointed  in  any  thing  bf  Moment,  will  have 
no  more  to  do  with  them.  And  as  the  fettled 
Merchant  is  thus  unconfcionably  dealt  with, 
and  often  thereby  put  to  it  to  maintain  his 
own  Credit  in  England^  fo  it  is  fure  in  the  end 
to  turn  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Planter,  and 
is  the  true  Reafon  that  fo  many  of  their  Eftates 
fall  into  the  Hands  of  fuch  Traders,  who  are 
at  laft  forced  (as  it  were)  to  take  the  Benefit 
of  the  Law,  which  no  ftanding  Merchant  of 
Note  is  ever  known  to  do  ’till  things  are 
growing  defperate  ;  for  it  is  his  Intereft  ('as 
it  was  the  Royal  African  Company’s)  to  bear 
as  long  as  poffible  with  the  Planter,  and  to 
help  him  to  retrieve  himfelf  by  new  Credits  ; 
but  the  Eranficnt  Trader  troubles  his  Head 
with  no  fuch  Confequences,  let  him  once  get  in 
his  out-ftanding  Debts,  and  if  he  but  fulpedls 
your  future  Compliance,  you  will  never  fee 
him  more. 

‘  THE  Merchants  in  England^  or  the  Fa- 
ftors  to  whom  the  Sugars  are  configned,  what 
with  their  Commiffions  on  the  Sales,  and  what 
with  the  Profits  made  on  the  Returns,  are 
moft  confidcrable  Gainers,  without  runnintr 
any  Rifque  at  all  j  for  if  they  over-fhip 
Goods, 'Or  advance  Money  to  a  Planter,  as 
they  are  often  forward  enough  to  do  to  fecure 
.  ' V  I  ‘  the 
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the  Coniiniiance  of  his  Confignments,  they 
take  due  Care  to  make  him  pay  a  full  In- 
tereft  for  it. 

‘THE  Crown,  as  has  been  faid  already, 
‘  receives  a  Duty  of  (I  think)  3i.  6  d.  on  eve- 
‘  ry  Hundred  of  their  Sugar  imported  into 
‘  Great  Britain,  And  here  there  is  the  Duty 
‘  of  42  per  Cent,  paid  in  Specie  out  of  all  dead 

*  Commodities  of  the  Growth  or  Produce,  and 
an  additional  Duty  of  i  6  d,  per  the  1 12  ib. 

‘  on  all  Sugar,  as  well  as  certain  Duties  on  other 
‘  enumerated  Commodities  which  by  Law  may 
‘  be  exported  from  hence  to  fupply  the  Wants 

*  of  our  Plantations  of  North  America  \  which 
‘  is  far  from  being  inconfiderable,  and  would 
^  foon  become  greater,  -were  it  not  for  the 
^  Trade  between  our  northern  Colonies  and  the 
‘  Colonies  of  Martinico^  Cuadalopc,^  St  Thomas ^ 
^  and  St  John^s  (now  both  poffefled  by  the 
‘  Danes^  but  rightfully  belonging  to  England ) 
^  St  Eujlace,,  Curafoa,,  Surinam^  Efacape^  and  the 
‘  other  French  and  Dutch  Sugar  Settlements  in 
‘  the  PVeJl- Indies,,  which  are  all  fupplied  from 
‘  thence  with  Boards,  Shingle,  Joift,  Plank, 
‘  Hogfhead-Staves,  Hoops,  Horfes,  Bread, 
‘  Flower,  Gammons,  Salt-Fifli,  and  many  o- 
‘  ther  the  like,  which  they  cannot  poffibly  fub- 
‘  fift  without,  or  get  elfe where  than  from  our 
‘  Colonies  on  the  Continent  j  for  all  which  they 
‘  barter  away  their  own  Produce,  viz.  Sugar,, 
«  Molajfes,,  Rmn,  Indigo,,  Cocoa-Nuts^  &c.  which 

are  carried  thither,  and  from  thence  in  great 
‘  Quantities  to  Europe^  without  paying  either 
‘  the  4-i  per  Cent,  or  the  Duties  on  Goods  enu^ 
‘  merated,,  whereby  the  like  Commodities  from 
‘  the  EngUJh  Hands  are  leflened  in  Value,  the 
‘  King  lofes  all  thofe  Imports,  and  the  fame  ill 
‘  Confequences  come  from  this  Traffic  that 

‘  come 
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^  come,  .from  the  other  between  Ireland  and 
‘  Martinico  by  the  Way  of  Santa  Lucia^  where 
‘  the  Ships  from  Ireland  fell  their  Provifions, 

‘  to  the  French^  and  the  French  pay  for 
‘  them  in  Sugars^  Cocoa^  Indigo^  &c.  which  there 
‘  is  Reafon  to  believe  are  never  unloaded  in 
‘  Great  Britain^  or  not  as  French  Produce. 

^  I  fay  nothing  of  the  Profits  our  Mother- 
‘  Nation  reaps  by  the  Planters  taking  off  her 
‘  Manufa£tures,  Provifions,  and 'the  Slaves  fhe 
‘  buys  for  us  in  Africa^  employing  her  Hands, 

^  Shipping,  and  the  like,  as  being  all  well  un- 
‘  derftood  ;  but  fmce  I  am  fpeaking  of  fome 
‘  of  her  Gains  from  the  Leward  IJlands^  I  will 
‘  venture  to  mention  one  Hardfliip  they  are  like 
^"to  fall  under,  which  is  little  known,  I  dare 
^  fay, '  and  lefs  minded  in  England, 

[THE  Reader  will  remember  that  this  was 
written  in  the  Year  1727.] 

I  N  the  thirty  feco-nd  Article  of  the  prefent 
‘  Governor’s  Inftru6lions  (dated  at  Kenfington^ 
September  30.  1721.)  it  is  fa  id.  That  whereas 
^  it  has  been  reprefented  that  1200I.  Sterling  per 
‘  Annum  is  not  at  prefent  a  fujfcient  fupport  for 
^  the  Governor,^  and  the  Fignit'j  of  the  Govern- 
‘  ment  of  the  Leward  Iflands,  their  refpeSfive  Af- 
^  femblies  are  permitted  and  /allowed  fettle  to  upon 
^  him  b^  an'j  A£l:,  or  Ails,  fuch  Sum  or  Sums^  in 
^  addition  to  his  Salary,,  as  the^  /hall  think  proper  ; 

‘  and  the  Governor  is  allowed  to  give  his  ^Affent 
/  to  an^  Ail  or  Ails  of  Affembly  for  that  pur- 
I  pofe ;  provided  fuch  »  Sum  or  Sums  be  fettled 
^  on  Him^  and  his  Succejffors  in  the  Government ^ 
\  or  at  leaf  on  Himfelf  during  the  whole  Ftme  of 
‘  his  Government^  and  that  the  fa?ne  be  done  by 
the  fir fl  Affiemblf  in  each  Ifiand  after  his  Arrival 
among  them.  And  dn  the  thirty  third  Article 
f  the  Governor  is  required^  to  communicate  this  De- 

I  2  ‘  claration 
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cJaration  cf  his  Majejly’s  Royal  mil  and  Plea- 
fare,  to  the  feveral  Ajjeinblies  of  thefe  lOands  at 
their  firjt  Meeting  after  his  Arrival',  and  to  have 
the  fame  entered  in  the  Regijlers  of  the  Councils 
and  AfTeniblics,  that  all  Perfons  ‘whom  it  may 
concern  may  govern  themfelves  accordingly.  Now 
tho’  this  is  nothing  of  a  Command,  yet  fince 
Decency  alone  requires  the  greateft  Deference 
to  be  paid  to'fuch  high  PermilTlon,  People 
in  the  Circiimftances  of  St  Chrijlophcr’s  and 
fome  other  of  thefe  Iflands  (fuppofing  them 
to  have  any  Senfe  of  Poftei  ity;  cannot  but 
jae  apprehenfive  of  the  Confequences  that  may 
in  Time  follow  the  Continuance  of  it.  And 
the  rather,  becaufc  one  Condition  of  this  Ad¬ 
dition  to  the  Governor’s  Salary  is,  that  it  be 
fettled  on  Plun  and  his  Succeffors  lu  the  (Sovern- 
fo  that  fit  once  confirmed  in  England) 
it  will  remain  a  Charge  upon  them  as  long 
as  the  Colony  fbands,  whether  it  be  Peace  or 
War,  whether  the  Iflands  flourifli  or  not-,  or, 
if  that  cannot  be  done,  that  at  leaf  it  be  fet¬ 
tled  on  Himfelf  during  the  whole  Time  of  his 

Government,  which - And  notwithftand- 

Provifo,  that  it  he  done  by  the  frjl 
Ajfembly  in  each  Ifland  after  the  Governor'* s  Ar- 
rivals  poflibJy  as  that  might  have  been  fup- 
pofed  to  be  freer  from  Impreffion  than  a  fu¬ 
ture  one,  yet  a  fitter  Seafon  could  not  have 
been  thought  of  for  realizing  Matters;  for 
then  both  Parties  (that  is,  the  Party  that 
was,  and  the  Party  that  was  not,  in  favour 
with  his  Predecefibr)  are  alike  ambitious  of 
recommending  themfelves  to  the  new  Gover¬ 
nor.  Some  Places  of  Profit  in  each  Ifland, 
fuch  as  the  Treafury,  the  Chief-Judgefhip, 
are  at  the  Governor’s  Difpofal ;  all  De¬ 
puties,  fuch  as  Secretary,  Provoft-Marlhal,  iAc. 

‘  muft 
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^  muft  be  approved  by  him  ;  and  tho’  the  Pofts 
‘  of  Captain,  Colonel,  de  Camp^  Brigadier, 
are  expenfive  to  thofe  that  hold  them, 

^  and  of  no  great  Account,  yet  fome,  rather 
‘  than  go  without  them,  will  yield  (as  it  is  faid) 
*■  to  thins;s  that  are  not  for  the  Good  of  thofe 
‘  they  reprefent ;  of  which  the  Free-holders  of 
‘  Nevis  are  fo  fufpicious,  that  it  is  become  almoft 
‘  a  {landing  Rule  there,  Never  to  chufe  a  Militia- 
‘  Officer  into  their  AJfembly  *,  nay,  they  have  gone 
‘  of  late  into  a  ftranger  Extreme,  and  give  nothing 
‘  to  any  Governor  except  fuitable  Entertainment 

*  while  he  refides  among  them.  The  People  of 

*  St  Chrijlopher^  have  long  been  pretty  liberal, 
‘  becaufe  their  Pretenfions  to  the  French  Grounds 

made  it  their  Intereft  to  gain  the  Governor’s 
‘  Friendfhip.  The  other  Elands  are  as  much 
‘  commended  for  their  Exemplarinefs  at  firffi, 
‘  as  they  are  cenfur’d  for  foon  repenting  of  irl 
‘  And  I  am  convinc’d  it  might  be  prov’d,  that 
‘  all  the  Quarrels  fince  General  Codrmgton*% 
‘  Time,  between  the  Governors  and  any  of 
‘  thefe  Iflands  (and  fome  of  them  have  been  fo- 
‘  mented  to  a  height  I  fhall  not  name,  as  wifh- 
‘  ing  fuch  Doings  could  be  eternally  forgotten) 
‘  were  originally,  if  not  wholly,  owing  to  the 
‘  Demands  of  this  kind  made  by  the  Governors, 
‘  and  to  the  Stiffnefs  of  the  People  in  denying 
‘  them,  or  their  Unfleddinefs  in  departing, 
‘  upon  After- Incidents,  from  their  firft  inconfi- 
‘  derate  Engagements.  And  as  to  the  Gover- 
^  nors  themfelves,  befides  their  having  to  do 
‘  with  Four  Councils,  and  as  many  AfTemblieS 
^  in  different  Iflands,  fome  of  them  at  the  Di- 
‘  fiance  of  twenty  Leagues,  and  each  indepen- 

*  deni  on  the  reft,  except  when  they  meet  in  a 
‘  General  Council  and  Affembly,  which  is  not 

*  in  many  Years ;  befides  this,  I  fay,  one  that 

‘  has 
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«  has  not 'feen  it  would  hardly  believe  what  ^ 
«  Check  the  Fear  of  being  dilappointed  in  this 

<  Addition  to  their  Salary  lays  upon  them,  and 

<  what  a  deal  of  Gratitude  is  ever  after  expelled 

<  for  contributing  to  remove  it }  how  that  Fear 

<  fubjefts  them,  while  it  lafts,  to  the  Caprices  of 

<  feme  very  worthlefs  Perfons,  hampers  them  in 
«  the  moll  indifferent  Matters,  and  reftrains  them 
5  both  then  and  afterwards  (as  is  conjeftur’d  by 

<  feme,  for  I  will  not  affirm  it  for  cercainj  from 
«  preffing  others  that  ought  to  be  prefs’d  on  the 
«  People,  in  relation  both  to  their  Civil  and  Ot 

ther  Concerns,  or  from  doing  it  to  the  Pur^ 
«  pofe.  To  which  I  may  add,  the  Hazards 
«  thefe  Gentlemen  run,  if  on  a  final  Denial  they 
c  Ihould  feek  to  make  Reprifals  •,  which  yet 
«  they  feem  to  be  under  a  fort  of  Neceffity  of 
«  doing  *,  for  of  the  few  that  have  return’d  from 
«  hence  to  their  Native  Country  for  the  laft  fifty 
s  or  fixty  Years,  not  one  (I  think)  has  been 
^  taken  farther  notice  of,  or  rewarded  there.  It 
f  cannot  fure  but  be  bad  both  for  thofe  that  gor 
5  vern,  and  thofe  that  are  govern’d,  when  their 
5  Interefts  become  inconfiftent.  The  4.k  per  Ce/iL 
*  out  of  which  the  Governor’s  Salary  is  paid  in 
England^  is  indeed  very  fhort  in  fome  dry  Wear 

<  ther  Years  ;  but  it  is  a  thoufand  Pities  a  Go^ 
f  vernment  of  the  Dignity,  Difficulty,  and  Im- 

<  portance  this  is,  fhould  not  be  provided  with 
«  a  better  Salary,  which,  with  the  ftated  and  cu- 
5  ftomary  Fees  and  Perquifites,  might  make  it 
«  worth  a  Gentleman’s  Acceptance,  without  oblh 
‘  ging  him  to  Methods  that  always  prove  (as  he 
‘  cannott  but  fee)  an  unfufferable  Burthen  to 
«  the  People,  and  by  confequence  grating  to  any 
‘  Man  of  Honour,  But  enough,  perhaps  too 
‘  much,  of  this. 


‘  AND 
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‘  AND  now,  fuppofing  what  has  been  faid 
‘  of  the  Planters,  and  their  Plantations  in  the 
‘  Leward  IJlands,  to  be  true  (and  if  I  liave  err’d 
‘  in  any  thing  of  Moment,  the  Prefs  is  open) 
‘  may  we  not  prefume  to  conclude,  that  the 
‘  Commiffioners  have  miftaken  the  Value  of  the 
‘  French  Lands  in  St  ChriJiopheFs?  And  if  to  this 
‘  it  is  added,  that  the  Engj.ijh  Part  of  that  Ifland 
‘  was  retaken  from  the  French  (who  had  made 
‘  themfelves  Mafters  of  the  whole  before  the 

*  War  was  declar’d  at  the  Revolution)  and  re- 

*  fettled  in  the  Year  1690,  and  afterwards  pil- 
‘  lag’d  and  burnt  in  the  laft  War  in  lyog,  and 
‘  the  French  Part  of  it  begun  to  be  new- fettled 
‘  out  of  Woods  no  longer  ago  than  about  the 
‘  Year  1714,  and  that  chiefly  on  the  Stock  and 
‘  Subftance  of  others,  may  we  not  alfo  too  juft- 
‘  ly  conclude,'  that  the  prefent  Inhabitants  are 
‘  in  no  Capacity  to  pay  for  the  Purchafe  of  thefc 
‘  Lands? 

[HERE  I  thought  to  have  had  done  with 
the  Leward  IJlands,  but  my  Friend  the  Author 
defires  me,  for  the  fake  of  his  belov’d  St  Chri- 
ftopheFs,  to  take  in  the  following  Particulars/ 

‘  2.  ANOTPIER  thing  that  has  doubt  efs 

*  rais’d  the  Opinion  at  Plome  of  the  Value  of 
'  thefe  I.ands  is  the  Security  the  PoffeflTors 
‘  are  faid  to  have  now  of  enjoying  their  Purchafes, 
‘  becaufe  Care  has  been  taken  to  fortify  St  Cbri- 
‘  Jtopher's  againft  all  Imprefllons  an  Enemy  can 
‘  pretend  to  make  upon  it.  Duration  andSecurity 
‘  cannot  but  add  greatly  to  the  Worth  of  any 
'  thing,  and  above  all  to  an  Eftate  in  that  Ifland, 

v/here  the  French  (as  all  the  World  knows) 
'  made  fuch  Havock  in  1705.  That  theirSecu- 
‘  ricy  is  the  fame  ftill,  however  aggrandiz’d  in 
‘  England^  is  notorious  here,  and  fince  their 

‘  back 
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back  Friends  have  render’d  it  neceflary,  I  will 
try  CO  make  a  Stranger  judge  what  it  is. 

‘  WE  value  neither  Dutch  nor  Spaniard  ;  the 
Power  that  can  moft  afFedl  St  ChriJlopher''s>^  or. 
the  Leward  IJlands^  is  French  \  who  having 
long  been  Owners  of  the  Half  of  St  ChriJlopheFs^ 
and  once  Matters  of  the  Whole,  make  no 
Scruple  to  confefs,  that  their  King’s  Ceffion 
hath  not  cur’d  their  longing  after  it ;  and  there 
is  no  doubt  but  the  Inhabitants  of  Martinico  (a 
powerful,  rich  and  populous  Hand),  fome  of 
whom  were  born  in  St  Chrijlopher^z^  and  had 
good  Ettates  there,  will  procure  the  Afiittance 
of  their  Mother  Nation,  if  needful,  to  attempt 
it  in  Cafe  of  a  Rupture,  if  only  for  Revenge. 
But  St  ChriJlopheF^^  notwithftanding  the  Forts 
and  Batteries  on  the  LewardSid^  (for  there  is 
not  one  to  Windward  from  Smiths  Fort  near 
BaJlerre-V^02Ld  to  Point-Sable^  which  is  above 
three  Fourths  of  the  whole  Shore^  lies  fo  open, 
that  an  Enemy  may  find  fifty  Places  to  land 
on  it  without  Danger  from  the  Inhabitants, 
as  every  one  knows  that  has  coafted  the  Hand. 
And  if  an  Enemy  once  gets  on  Shore,  to  the 
Number  of  8,  lo,  or  1200  Men,  with  their 
Arms,  it  will  not  be  faid  that  the  Inhabitants 
can. make  an  equal  Number,  in  one  Body  to 
oppofe  them.  The  Signals  of  an  Enemy’s  Ap¬ 
proach  are  no  fooner  given,  but  while  fomc 
'repair  to  their  refpeftive  Potts,  the  major  Parc 
(maugre  all  our  Mf/f/i^-Laws)  run  fome  one 
Way,  fome  another,  as  private  Interett  or  In¬ 
clination  prompts  them,  till  at  length  all  meet, 
if  not  intercepted,  at  the  general  Rendezvous 
on  Bri7nJto?ie-\r{\\\  ;  and  till  then  it  is  rare  to 
find  150  or  200  together  to  face  an  Enemy. 
And  the  Bulk  of  them  being  got  lafe  to  the 
Hill,  if  their  Enemy  can  but  keep  them 

‘  there. 
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‘  there,  and  avoid  coming  to  an  Engagementj 
‘  his  Bufinefs  is  more  chan  half  done  ;  he  has  on* 
‘  ly  CO  fend  out  Parties  to  catch  or  kill  the  Live- 
^  Stock,  to  Icour  out  the  Negroes,  and  to  pick 
‘  up  what]  things  are  portable,  fuch  as  Coppers, 
^  Mill-Work,  Stills,  Merchandize,  and  Eurni- 
‘  ture  of  worth,  and  to  clap  them  on  board  his 
f  Ships  in  the  Road  as  fail  as  brought  in,  and 
^  then  to  fee  Fire  (a  Paftime  People  of  all  Na- 
‘  tions  in  thefe  Parts  take  great  delight  in)  to 
‘  the  Canes  and  Buildings,  Churches  and  reli- 
‘  gioiis  Houfes  not  excepted.  And  now  fliould 
^  his  Stores  on  board,  with  what  he  can  gather 
‘  afhore,  be  fufficient  to  hold  out  for — , 
Weeks,  it  is  obvious  that  the  Inhabitants, 
^  Men,  Women  and  Children  (being  in  a  man- 
^  ner  confin’d  to  their  Fortifications,  or  hardly 
‘  daring  to  venture  out  of  the  reach  of  their 
^  own  Guns,  and  having  nothing  to  fubfift  on 
but  the  Fund  of  Provifions  laid  in  there  be- 
^  forehand,  and  what  they  can  feize  on  in  their 
‘  Night-Excurfions,  which  cannot  be  much) 
mull:  foon  be  reduc’d  to  Straits;  and  as  any 
‘  kind  of  ftort  Allowance  will  firfl  affeft  the 
^  Slaves,  we  may  be  fure  they  will  readily  go 
‘  where  there  is  better  Entertainment  :  And  we 
‘  may  be  fure  too,  that  the  Defire  of  Change 
‘  governs  among  them  as  well  as  others,  and 
‘  perhaps  with  better  Caufe  ;  for  tho’  by  the 
‘  Conditions  of  Sale  (of  which  thernfelves  are 
‘  not  ignorant)  their  Slavery,  and  their  Off- 
‘  iprings,  is  not  to  determine  but  with  Death, 
‘  or  the  Pleafure  of  the  Purchafer,  yet  I  doubt 
‘  not  but  an  honed  Cafuift  would  find  it  many 
^  times,  if  not  always,  faulty  in  the  Foundation  ; 
‘  but  whatever  may  be  in  that,  fo  vehement  in 
Fa£l  is  their  Propenficy  to  Change,  that  the 
^  mod  fenfible  amongft  them,  and  fuch  as  fared 

K  ‘  bed. 
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^  beil,  and  knew  they  had  nothing  to  hope  for 
but  a  little  Refpite  till  their  new  Mafters  could 
let  them  to  Work,  were  the  very  firft  that 
^  went  in  (with  all  they  could  entice)  to  the 
^  French  at  the  laft  Invafions  of  St  ChriJtopheFs, 
‘  Nevis^  and  Montferat,  And  Negroe-Slaves 
^  will  do  the  fame  again,  where  you  cannot 
‘  prevent  it  by  any  fure  or  fuperior  Force,  as  is 
^  the  Cafe  in  St  CbriftopheFs  *,  you  cannot  impri- 
‘  fon  or  hem  in  lo  or  12,000  Negroes  in  fuch  a 
‘  Spot  ;  they  muft  have  Liberty  to  walk  the 
‘  Hill,  and  range  the  Mountains  in  queft  of 
^  Food  ;  and  as  fure  as  they  are  Slaves,  and 
^  have  that  Liberty,  fo  fure  you  may  be  they 
‘  will  defert  to  your  Enemy.  And  the  Enemy 
‘  having  got  the  Bulk  of  them,  which  is  the  thing 
‘  he  chiefly  came  for-,  he  never  concerns  himfelf 
‘  with  the  FLU,  but  makes  the  beft  of  his  Way 
‘  home,  leaving  the  Inhabitants  to  come  down 
‘  from  their  Inland  Fortification,  and  to  go  to 
the  Place  where  their  Habitations  flood  ;  where 
^  all  being  deftroy’d  but  their  Land,  they  may 
‘  re-furnilhit  with  Stock  and  Buildings,  and  live 
‘  fecurely  till  the  Enemy  fhall  think  it  worth 
^  while  to  vifit  them  again. 

1  T  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice  here, 
^  that  fuch  a  Difafler  is  more  fatal  to  Sugar- 
^  Planters,  than  the  like  could  be  to  others  any 
‘  where  j  for  their  Slaves  and  Stock  being  once 
^  gone,  and  no  means  appearing  to  re-fettle 
^  their  Land,  and  few  of  them  being  brought 
^  up  to  other  Bufinefs,  liberal  or  mechanick, 
they  muft  go  I  know  not  where,  and  do  I  know 
^  not  what.  I  need  not  fay  how  bad  it  muft  be 
^  with  the  Gentlemen  in  England  who  have  E- 
‘  ftates  in  the  Colonies,  and  may  be  living  there 
in  Confidence  of  their  Plantation-Produce  at 
‘  the  rate  of  fo  many  hundreds  a  Year,  if  they 

‘  cannot 
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*  .cannot  raife  Money  to  re-ftock  their  I,ands.’ 

‘  The  Mother-Nation  too  muft  fuffer,  unlels 
‘  file  thinks  fit  to  repair  the  Diftrefies  fhe  knew 
‘  not  how  to  prevent,  as  was  in  home  Meafure 
‘  found  neceflary  foon  after  St  Chrijlopher's  and 
‘  Nevis  vf  ere  by  the  hrencb  in  17055  both 

‘  which  would  otherwife  have  been  near  quite 
‘  deferted. 

‘NOT  but  that  an  Inland  Fortification  is  of 
‘  vaft  Advantage  to  fuch  an  Ifiand  as  St  Cbri- 
‘  ftopher’s.  Here  the  Publick  Records,  the 
‘  Merchants  Books,  the  Plate  and  Jewels,  and 
‘  other  things  of  Value  are  preferv’d  •,  here  is  a 
‘  fafe  Retreat  for  the  Women  and  Children,' 

‘  and  fuch  of  the  Slaves  as  are  willing  to  make 
‘  ufe  of  it ;  here  the  Men  too,  if  hard  put  to 
‘  it,  may  fave  themfelves  from  all  the  Power  of 
‘  France  can  do,  while  their  Provifions  laft and 
‘  above  all,  the  Ifiand  is  hereby  fecured  to  the 
‘  Crown.  And  all  this  that  Fortification  did 
‘  in  the  Year  1705,  and  more  it  cannot  do  now 
‘  with  all  the  new  Buildings  that  have  of  late 
‘  been  heap’d  upon  it  at  no  fm'all  Expence; 

‘  One  Article  of  which  was  4000/,  of  the  Ifiand- 
‘  Money,  and  the  Work  of  too  Slaves  every 
‘  Day  for  above  three  Years  together,  at  i  r. 

‘  Sterling,  or  i  r.  6  d.  of  our  Money  per  diem, 

?  about  7000/.  more  of  the  later,  befides  1000 1. 

‘  by  way  of  Prefent  to  the  Engineer  for  his 
Cunning,  500/.  for  fome  Pretenfions  he  had 
‘  to  part  of  the  Hill  where  the  Fort  ftands,  and 
‘  300/.  per  Annum  fettled  on  him  by  an  A6t  of 
‘  the  Ifiand  in  1724,  to  continue  during  the 
^  whole  Time  of  his  Refidence  there.  But  the 

Colony  is  not  more  fecure,  nor  the  Lands 
‘  more  valuable  than  before,  but  rather,  in  my 
*  Opinion,  fomewhat  worfe  ;  for  who  knows 
‘  but  the  Noife  this  Security  makes  in  England', 

JC  2  ‘  ntay 
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"  may  make  them  fecure  of  it  there  too  ?  Some-' 
‘  thing  like  this  befeliVm'j,  the  next  Ifland  in' 
‘  1705,  when  it  was  no  Secret  in  England,  that 

*  a  Fleet  was  fitting  out  in  France  xo  invade  it  ’ 
‘  their  Lieutenant-Governor,  Mr  Johnfon,  a 
‘  Captain  or  Major  in  IVhethamh  Regiment 

‘  having  fent  Advice  home,  that'  he  had  fo 
^  fortify  cl  that  Ifland  all  along  the  Bays,  that 
^  it  was  imprafticable  for  an  Enemy  to  land  up- 
^  on  it,^  they  made  the  lefs  Difpatch  (as  it  is 
faid)  in  ordering  the  Squadron  to  the 
^  Indies  under  Capt.  Ker ,  which  had  it  arriv’d 
^  feme  Months  fooner,  might  have  done  much’ 
to 'defeat  the  French  on  St  Chrijlopheri 

and  Fevis.  The  Thing  was  this  :  yohnfonl 
tho’  he  could  neither  Write  nor  Read,  did 
‘  however  prevail  on  the  Inhabitants  of  Nevis 
‘  to  build  at  the  Expence  of  feveral  thoufands 
‘  of  their  Money,  I  know  not  how  many  regu- 
^  lar  and  durable  Ramparts,  Baftions,  Cfr.  along 
their  Leward  Shore  ;  whence  that  People  really 
‘  thought  their  Ifland  impregnable,  never  fuf- 
^  peeking  till  Monk  d'^  Ihberville^s  Appearance, 

‘  that  their  Hands  (tho’  they  had  two  Compa¬ 
nies  of  Whethainh  Regiment)  were  not  fuffid 
cient  to  Man  their  Fortifications.  But  the 
French  regarded  none  of  their  Fortifications, 

«  but  only  fell  down  before  them  with  their 
great  Ships  by  way  of  Amufement,  and  left 

*  the  fmall  Craft  behind  to  land  their  Men  on 
^  the  other  Side,  which  was  done  without  Op- 
‘  pofition  on  Good-Filday,  and  on  Eajler  Morn- 
‘  ing  the  Ifland  was  furrendered  to  them  with 

little  Lofs  on  either  Part.  ’Tis  true  that 
‘  Force  (which  confifted  of  12  Men  of  War 
from  40  to  70  Guns,  14  from  10  to  24, 

‘  and  fmaller  Veffels  or  Sloops,  with  be¬ 
tween  3  and  40.00  Land  Forces  and  500 

[  Marines) 
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^  Marines)  was  enough  to  have  taken  any  or 
^  ail  the  Englijh  Leward  Caribhee  IJlands ;  and 
‘  the  People  of  Antego  were  fo  fenfible  of  ft 
‘  (for  we  had  Intelligence  of  them  a  Month 
‘  before)  that  they  made  a  handfome  Otfer  to 
‘  Major  Johnfon^  who  had  the  Reputation  of  a 

*  bold  Solder,  and  who  by  being  Lieutenant-Go- 
^  vernor  of  Nevis  was,  upon  the  Death  of  the 
‘  General-Governor,  juft  become  Commander 
^  in  Chief  of  all  our  Iflands  from  the  Leward 
‘  of  Guadalope  to  the  Wind-ward  of  St  John  de 
^  Porto-rico^  if  he  would  come  up,  and  under- 

take  their  Defence.  And,  to  fay  Truth, 
‘  thefe  Iflands  are  fcarce  worth  maintaining  in 
‘  Time  of  War;  could  we  but  find  Means  to 
‘  get  Porto-rico  from  the  Spaniards  in  a  fair 

and  friendly  Way  ffor  the  Coft  of  Blood  and 
‘  Treafure,  were  we  to  do  it  in  open  War,  would 
^  be  too  greatj  it  would  be  of  more  Importance 
‘  to  our  Crown  than  twice  the  Number  of  them, 
^  and  richly  worth  our  while  to  leave  them  all 
‘  to  fettle  it.  Poflibly  the  French  might  make 
‘  a  bad  of  ufe  them  ;  tho’  we  need  not  fear  them 
^  fo  much  as  the  Dutch  ;  for  the  French  avoid 
<  what  they  can,  the  having  far  diftant  Settle- 
‘  ments,  and  quitted  Santa  Cruz^  and  fome  o- 
‘  ther  Places,  and  yielded  up  their  Share  of 
‘  St  ChriJlophePs^  to  draw  their  People  the 
‘  clofer,  and  to  promote  and  fecure  their  Sugar 
^  Settlements  of  Martinico  and  Hifpaniola^  by 
^  which  Method,  and  the  Encouragements  given 
‘  by  their  laft  King,  and  the  late  Regent,  the 
^  latter  is  immenfciy  improved  ;  but  the  Dutch 
‘  fwhofe  Power  on  the  Guinea  Coaft  is  like  to 
‘  know  no  Bounds  but  what  their  own  Con- 
‘  veniency  fhall  fet  to  it)  having  no  Sugar  Co- 
‘  lonies  of  Value  in  thefe  Parts  except  Surinam^ 

*  ^ire  now  lying  perdue^  and  would  certainly 

^  take 
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take  polTeffion  of  them,  and  prove  very  foon 
fuch  Ts^eighbours  both  to  the  French  and  us, 
that  it  is  as  much  the  Bufinefs  of  France  to 
prevent  it  as  ours  *,  and  could  that  be  don^, 
it  would  be  for  our  Benefit  to  get  rid  of 
them.  For  they  are  all  but  thinly  peopled, 
and  never  can  fby  Reafon  of  the  Compafs 
of  each,  their  Diftance  one  from  another, 
and  fome  other  Impediments  as  well  natural 
as  adventitious^  be  fo  peopled  as  is  necef- 
fary  to  their  Defence.  Nor  is  it  poffible  al¬ 
ways  to  gain  fuch  timely  Notice  at  Home 
of  an  Enemy’s  Defigns  here,  as  to  have  a  fuf- 
ficient  Force  at  hand  (admitting  it  would  quit 
coft)  to  protedl  them.  And  it  may  fo  hap¬ 
pen  that  our  naval  Force,  after  the  beft  Care 
and  Precaution  taken  at  Home,  lhall  prove  of 
no  Service:  As  in  the  Year  1712,  when  there 
was  not  fewer  than  ten  of  our  Men  of  War 
on  this  and  the  Barbadoes  Station  {viz,  4 
Fourth,  as  many  Fifth,  and  2  Sixth  RatesJ 
I  French  Man  of  War  of  70  Guns,  and  a- 
nother  of  44,  with  2  or  3  Merchant  Men 
they  had  picked  up  at  Martinico,,  and  about 
16  Imall  Craft,  invaded  thelfland  of  Montferat^ 
continued  facking  it  above  a  Week,  and 
then  went  off  unqueflioned  to  Guadalope^  un¬ 
der  the  Nofe,  as  it  were,  of  our  Naval  Force  ; 
when  all  of  them,  efpecially  their  great  Ships, 
were  fo  cumbered  with  Mill-Work,  Stills, 
Coppers,  Houfhold-F urniture,  Merchandife, 
Negroes,  Horfes,  Mules,  and  other  Plunder, 
that  lefs  chan  one  half  of  ours  might  have  taken 
or  deftroyed  every  one  of  them.  And  tho* 
we  were  feldom  without  two  or  three  Ships 
to  cruize  among  our  {Leward)  IJlands^  and  to 
proteft  the  Commerce  during  the  laft  War, 
yet  the  .  Privateers  not  only  infefted 
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us  afhore,  but  would  fometimes  take  almoft  all 
both  our  Out-ward  and  Home- ward  bound,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Briftol  Galleys  ;  and  a  fingle  Privateer 
would  now  and  then  land  in  the  Night,  and 
plunder  a  Plantation  or  two  before  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  could  take  the  Alarm,  efpecially  at 

St  Chrijiopher’s. - ’Tis  certain  no  Enemy  can 

ever  prove  fo  regardlefs  of  his  Errand,  as  to 
leave  that  (if  once  on  Shore)  to  bombard  Brm~ 
with  which  he  has  nothing  to  do. 

‘  BUT  admit  this  Security  were  never  fo  firm 
and  lafting,  and  the  Lands  twenty  times  better 
than  before  on  that  Account,  what  then  ? 
To  whom  is  St  Cbrijlopher’s  indebted  for  ren¬ 
dering  her  inland  Fortification  impregnable? 
Were  the  new  V/orks  built  at  the  Crown  or 
Nation’s  Expence?  Was  any  part  of  the  4^  per 
Cent,  (which  was  granted  to  King  Charles  II. 
and  his  Succeflbrs,  among  other  things,  as  is 
fet  forth  in  the  Barbadoes-  for  the  Repa¬ 
ration  of  the  Forts)  laid  out  on  thefe  additional 
Buildings?  Have  not  the  Inhabitants  been  at 
the  whole  Charge,  a  few  great  Guns,  and  a 
trifle  of  Ammunition  excepted  ?  And  muft 
the  Price  of  the  Lands  ( which  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  ufe  of  the  Public  purfuant  to  an  Addrefs  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons)  be  enhanced  to  them, 
becaufe  of  a  Security  that  is  intirely  of  their 
own  making?  Suppofe  my  Neighbour  lends 
me,  for  Example,  his  Coach  for  fome  time, 
and  that  I  while  ufing  it  do  fo  repair  the  Ways 
in  which  I  commonly  travel,  that  the  Coach 
will  certainly  lafl:  longer  than  it  could  had  not 
the  Ways  been  fo  repaired :  Suppofe  too, 
that  before  he  was  able  to  lend  me  the  Coach, 
or  could  fo  much  as  call  the  Coach  his  own,  I 
had  voluntarily  ventured  my  Life  in  reco¬ 
vering  it  from  an  Enemy  who  kept  it  from 

*  him 


*  him,  and  defended  ic  for  fometiime  after  with 
‘  my  Life  and  Fortune  againft  the  Arms  of  the 
‘  the  fame  Enemy  and  that  in  confequence  of 
‘  fome  Hopes  given  me  of  the  Continuance  of 
‘  my  Neighbour’s  Kindnefs,  as  well  as  of  fome 
‘  confiderable  annual  Profits  he  gains  by  me,  I 
‘  have  hired  a  Coachman  for  Life  who  is  fit  for 

no  other  Bufinefs  in  the  World,  and  bought 
‘  half  a  Dozen  good  Horfes,  a  new  Harnefs, 
‘  Wheels,  and  other  Furniture,  which  will  in 
‘  a  manner  be  all  loft  to  me  unlefs  I  can  hold 
^  the  Coach  too :  Suppofe  after  this  my  Neigh- 
‘  hour’s  Occafions  difpofe  him  to  fell  the  Coach, 
‘  and  my  Neceflities  compel  me  to  buy  it,  and 
‘  that  I  cannot  provide  myfelf  with  fuch  a 
‘  Coach,  or  with  any  Coach  at  all,  any  where 
‘  elfe.  Were  my  Neighbour  to  take  Advan- 
‘  tage  of  my  unhappy  Situation,  and  becaufe 
^  the  Coach  muft  latt  longer  now  that  I  had 
^  repaired  the  Ways,  raife  the  Price  above  what 
‘  it  would  have  fold  for  in  the  fame  Country 
‘  had 'the  Ways  remained  as  before,  v/bac 
‘  would  you  call  this?  I  am  aware  the  Com- 
parifon  might  be  carried  on  ;  but  I  fhall  on- 
^  ly  fay,  if  the  Perfon  who  dealt  fo  by  me  were 
my  Parent,  from  whom  I  might  expeft  all 
the  Favour  and  Encouragement  that  Honour, 

*  Affeilion,  and  mutual  Intereft  can  infpire,  I 
^  believe  one  could  hardly  help  thinking  ('and 
^  the  rather  if  I  lived  far  out  of  his  Sight,  and 
‘  could  not  eafily  come  to  fpeak  with  him)  that 
^  fome  ill  Offices  had  been  done  me,  or  the 
^  Cafe  wrong  reprefented  to  him  by  fuch  as 
‘  cared  for  neither,  but  had  Ends  to  ferve  upon 
‘  us  both. 

‘  I  have  faid  the  more  of  this  inland  Secu- 
^  rity,  becaufe  I  hear  it  is  much  urged  in 
^  land  to  juftify  the  arbitrary  Price  the  Com- 

^  miffioners 
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*  • 
miffioners  have  fet  upon  the  French  Lands  ; 

whereas  it  is  nothing  but  mere  Deceit,  calcu¬ 
lated  to  irhpofe  on  fuch  as  want  Opportunities 
of  knowing  the  Truth:  St  Chrijtopher^s  is,  in 
fad:,  neither  better  nor  worfe,  in  point  of  Se¬ 
curity,-  than  it  was  above  twenty  Years  ago. 
‘3.  THE  Reafon  affigned  for  contriving 
and  carrying  on  the  Sale  with  fuch  Secrecy 
and  Difpatch,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  Fotreffors,  and  of  other  Claimers,  to 
put  in  their  feveral  Claims,  is  not  fo  good 
as  fuch  a  manner  of  Proceeding  feems  to  re¬ 
quire.  The  greateft  Men  alive  ought  not  to 
preclude  a  thing  of  this  Nature  when  there 
is  a  good  Caufe  for  it ;  and  that  is  not  to.  be 
be  known  unlefs  the  Perfons  whorh  it  affeds 
have  Opportunities  allowed  them  to  prefent 
their  Reafons.  Nor  is  it  eafy  conceive  how 
it  efcaped  Obfervation,  when  the  Crown  was 
going  to  djfpofe  of  the  conquered  Part  of  St 
ChriJlopheFsy  thatfomefat  leaft)  of  the  Settlers 
in  thefc  Parts  might  have  Claims  to  put  in, 
as  indeed  there  are  not  a  few  who  cannot  but  be 
thought,  were  their  Reafons  to  be  weighed, 
to  deferve  Favour  at  fuch  a  Time. 

‘  AS  for  Example  5  Is  it  not  fit  that* fuch  as 
ventured' their  Lives  in  retaking  that  whole 
Ifiand  from  the  French  in  Jul^  1690  ("and  there 
went  on  that  Expedition  400  Volunteers  from 
Antego-^  3’oo  from  Montferat^  and  600  from 
Nevis ^  befides  the  Troops  from  England  and 
and  Barbadoes)  or  their  Children,  or  other 
Heirs,  and  efpecially  that  the  Children  or  o- 
ther  Heirs,  of  fuch  as  loft  their  Lives  in  re¬ 
taking  it,  flaould  be  confider’d  ? 

‘  IS  it  not  unreafonable  that  fuch  as  ventur’d 
their  Lives  in  conquering  the  French  Part  of 
it  in  1702,  fhould  be  regarded.^  for  tho’  the 
■  ^  L  ‘  thins 
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‘  thing  was  efteded  v/ithout  Blood-flied  by  the 

Condud  and  luperior  Skill  of  Genera]  Codring- 

ton  (who  gain’d  as  much  then  in  way  of  Treaty 
^ ,  over  the  French^  as  the  French  are  faid  to  gain 
‘  elfewhere  over  others  in  their  Treaties) ;  yet  the 
‘  People  of  St  CbriJhpbeF^  with  feveral  Compa- 
^  nies  of  Volunteers  from  Nevis^  were  all  in  the 
‘‘  Field  in  Arms,  ready  to  have  cut  the  French 
^  to  Pieces.  Muft  all  thefe  be  debarr’d  from 
*  offering  their  Claims,  for  fear  of  difturbing 
‘  great  Men?  Will  this  encourage  them  again 
‘  to  leave  the  Bufinefs  of  ^their  Plantations,  and 
^  go  a  Volunteering  at  their  own  Expence  for 
‘  the  Benefit  of  the  Publick,  without  any  other 
‘  ^Profped  to  themfelves  but  the  Rifque  of  lofing 
‘  their  Lives  ? 

.  »  i  ^  ■ 

,  ‘  AND,  to  pafs  over  others,  were  not  many 
‘  of  the  prefent  Inhabitants  of  St  ChriJf,opheF% 
‘  harafs’d  all  the  lad  War  with  France  by  con- 
‘  ftant  Watching,  Patrols,  or  riding  the-Rounds^ 
‘  when  (the  Place  being  thinner  of  People  than 
‘  at  prefentj  that  hard  and  hazardous  Duty  re- 
‘  .turn’d..on  every  Man  that  was  fit  for  Arms 
‘.every  fifth  or  fixth  Night,  for  ten  long  Years 
‘  together  ? .  And  ought  not  fuch  to  be  confi- 
‘  der’d?-. 

‘  DID  the  Gentlemen  that  follicited  the  Com- 
‘  .mifilon  never  hear  that. thefe  things  were  fo  ? 

[I'F  it  be  faid,  .as  I  believe  it  will,  that  the 
Inhabitants  made  frequent  and  prefiing  Sollici- 
tations  at  home  to  be  permitted  to  purchafe  the 
French  Lands  for  Money  ;  let  them  who  fay  fo 
look  back  on  their  Proofs,  and  it  will  appean 
that  the  true  Sollicrtors  were  manifeftly  fuch  as 
hop’d,  by  theiiTnformations  to  the  Government^ 
to  have  been  employ’d  in  the  Sale,  or  other  Dif- 
pofition  of  them,  and  to  have  made  a  Penny,  or 
to  have  got  the  bed  Plantations  to  themfelves. 

Take 
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Take^thefe  defigning  Men  from  ' among  the  In¬ 
habitants,  and  it  will  not  be  found  that  they 
prefs’d  any  fuch  thing  ;  tllo’  it  muft  be  confefs’d, 
if  they  had  done  it  in  a  due  Manner,  and  fairly 
reprefented  the  Hardfhips  the  Ifland  lay  under 
for  want  of  a  more  orderly  Difpofition  of  the  con¬ 
quer’d  Lands,  they  would  have  done  well.  The 
Pofleflbrs  had  reafon  to  defire  to  know  how  long 
they  might  hope  to  hold  the  Lands  they  poffef- 
fed,  in  order  to  manage  Matters  to  their  own 
and  the  Publick’s  bed  Advantage  ;  Contefts  did 
oft  arife  among  themfelves  concerning  their 
Bounds,  Priority  of  Grants,  or  Patents,  and  the 
like,  which  were  not  to  be  fettled  without  a  Trial 
at  Common  Law,  or  before  the  Governor  in  his 
Court  of  Chancery  ;  their  Grants  and  Patents 
were  commonly  to  be  renew’d  on  every  new 
Governor’s  Arrival,  and  as  all  of  them  were"  to 
continue  during  the  King's  Pleajure  only,  the  King’s 
Pleafure  and  the  Governor’s  could  not  but  be 
always  deem’d  the  fame,  how  contrary  fdeVef  iri 
Reality:  Forinftance;  poffibly  the  King’s  Plea¬ 
fure,  could  it  have  been'known,' was,  that  the 
Lands  fhould*^  defeend  upon  the  Death  of  the 
Grantee  to  his  Heirs,  when  at  the  fame**time  it 
might  be  the  Governor’s  Pleafure  to  beftow  theni 
on'  fome  Favourite.  And  to  crown  all,  after  the 
laft  Conqueft  of  the  French  Lands,  the  Gover¬ 
nors  took  fuch  large  Trafts  of  the  bed  of  them 
to  themfelves,' that,  had^ their  Succedbrs  been  to 
go  on  at  the  fame  rate,  the  whole  mud  at  length 
have  fallen  to  the  Share  of  thefe  Gentleman  and 
their  Heirs  ;  the  Confequences  of  which  being 
plainly  infufferable,^  had' the  Inhabitants,  merdy 
to  prevent  them,  prefs’d  for  a  Regulation  oT  'the 
Lands,  the  publick  as  well  as  thein  private  In- 
tered  would  have  thereby  been  advanced.  But 
that  could  be  no  Reafon,  and  ought-  not  to 

L  2  have 
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have  been  made  a  Handle  for  fuch  a  Sale  as 
this.] 

‘IT  is  true  not  one  of  the  three  Commif- 
‘  fioners,  nor  any  that  are  like  to  find  their  Ac- 
‘  count  in  this  Sale,  underwent  any  of  thofe 
‘  Hardfhipsor  run  the  leafi  Rifque  either  in  con- 

quering  or  defending  that  Hand,  and  there- 

‘  fore  might  not  be  fo  lenfiblc  where  the  Merit 
‘  lay. 

^  BUT  furc  no  Man  could  imagine  that  fuch 
‘  a  Place  as  Si  Chrijlopher^s  was  taken  out  of 
‘  the  Hands  of  the  French,  and  defended  from 
‘  them  during  two  long  Wars,  without  People 
‘  to  take  and  defend  it. 

^  N  O  R  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  all  thofe 
f  brave  People  were  dead  before  laft  Year,  or 
"  that  none  of  them  that  were  dead  had  left 
‘  Children  or  other  Heirs  upon  the  Place,  or 
‘  near  it.  ' 

‘  AND  it  muft  be  no  lefs  abfurd  to  fuggeft, 
‘  that  the  worthy  Perfons  intruded  with  the  Di- 
‘  re<5lion  of  this  Affair  could  have  deem’d  it 
‘  righteous  fhad  they  been  duly  inform’d  when 
^  the  Model  of  the  Sale  was  madej  that  fo  ma- 
‘  ny  of  His  Majefty’s  loyal  and  deferving  Sub- 
‘  jefts  fhould  be  fhut  out  from  the  Favour  of 
‘  being  heard,  which  the  Laws  allow  to  Crimi- 
^  minals. 

‘BUT  to  leave  the  falving  of  Appearances 
‘  to  thofe  whom  it  concerns ;  ’tis  certain  the 
‘  whole  was  kept  fo  clofe  from  the  proper  Clai- 
‘  mers,  as  well  as  from  their  Friends  and 
^  Faftors  in  London,  that  all  they  knew  of  it 
‘  before  the  Commiffioners  broach’d  the  Secret, 

‘  in  their  Publications  at  St  ChriJiopheFs  in  Au- 
‘  guPf  1726,  was  from  a  Report  that  had  been 

*  flying  thro’  thefe  Iflands  for  a  Month  or  two 

*  (which  few^  regarded  till  the  Commiflion  was 

‘  brought 
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*  brought  over  In  Ju^)  that  the  French  Lands 
^  were  to  he  fold, 

‘  A  N  D  it  is  certain  too,  that  the  Commif- 
fioners  declar’d  over  and  over  again  (and  in- 
^  deed  the  Commiflion  requires  them  to  fell  the 
‘  Land  to  the  he^i  Advantage^  and,  if  they  think 
‘  fit,  to  the  Higher  Bidder)  that  they  were  fo 
^  tied  up  by  their  Inftruftions  as  not  to  know  any 

^  Man  on  this  Occafion  - - 

THIS  Manner  of  ordering  things  at  the 
^  Diftance  of  fo  many  thoufand  Miles  from  the 
‘  Fountain-Head,  which  puts  it  out  of  the 
‘  Power  of  thofe  concern’d  to  make  their  Cafe 
‘  known  before  the  Thing  they  have  a  Claim 
‘  to  fhall  be  difpos’d  of  otherwife,  cannot  but 
^  appear  fomething  hard.  Two  or  three  per- 
‘  haps  in  fuch  an  Ifland  as  St  ChriJlopheAs,,  may 
‘  find  means  of  bringing  their  Claims  to  be  heard 
^  afterwards  at  Home ;  but  the  generality  of 
‘  the  Sufferers  cannot  do  fo,  nor  would  it  be 
‘  difereet  in  them  to  attempt  it.  If  a  Planter 
‘  goes  to  England  for  Redrefs,  the  only  Perfon 
‘  he  can  apply  to  is  his  Fadtor  in  London^  whofe 
‘  Knowledge  probably  reaches  not  beyond  the 
‘  JVefl^India  Walk  on  the  Ro^al- Ex  change^  Bear^ 
^  Key^  and  Lloyd's  Coffee-Houfe  in  Lombard- 
‘  ‘Street,  What  is  to  be  done  farther,  I  pretend 
'  ‘  not  to  know.  But  grant  he  gets  over  all,  and 
‘  returns  "Triumphant  with  an  Order  from  Home 
‘  to  have  Juftice  done  him  on  Sight ;  the  great 
‘  Man  it  is  diredled  to  may  be  gone  off,  or  dead  ; 
‘  his  Succeffor  knows  nothing  of  the  Matter^  but 
^  will  make  fpeedy  Enquiry^  and  write  to  England 
about  it  by  the  very  firH  Ship  ;  a  Flaw  may  be 
^  found  in  the  Order,  or  it  may  be  fupprefs’d, 
<  and  if  he  has  not  arm’d  himfelf  with  a  Dupli* 
^  cate,  quite  loft  ;  and  a  Man  in  Poft  here  will 
‘  find  more  Ways  of  evading  what  he  has  no 

‘  mind 
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«  inind  fliould  he  done,  than  one  of  equal  Ma- 
‘  Jignity  and  more  Arc  can  find  nearer  Home. 
‘  For  my  own  Part,  fuch  is  my  Horrour  of  the 
‘  Courfe  of  Penance  faid  to  be  necefiary  to  gain 
Reparation,  and  fo  delufory  have  I  known  it 
prove  CO  fome  who  thought  they  had  gain’d  it, 
^  that  it  has  ever  been  my  Advice  to  my  Friends, 
as  well  as  my  own  Praftice  in  thefe  Parts,  to 
^  y?/  down  with  the  fir  [I  Lofs,  And  it  might  be 
‘  proved  by  an  Induftion  of  Particulars,  that  as 
‘  the  Employment  of  Agents  is  always  expen- 
‘  five,  lo  it  feldom,  very  feldom,  mends  the 
‘  Matter. 

C  IT 

is  much  to  be  defired,  and  the  public 
^  Goods  feems  to  demand,  that  Care  were  taken 
^  to  prevent  the  Caufes  of  thefe  Applications, 

‘  or  at  leaft  to  lefTen  their  Number - 

‘  NEITHER  are  the  Hardlhips  and  bad 
‘  Effedls  .of  this  Way  of  proceeding  avoided  in 
‘  the  prefent  Cafe,  becaufe  the  Sale  is  fubjedt 
‘  to  the  Allowance  or  Difallowance  of  the  Right 
^  Honourable  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the 
‘  Treafury:  For  the  firft  five  Years  Purchafe 
being  already  paid  down,  the  Purchafer  will 
of  courfe  make  the  proper  Improvements  on 
‘  his  Plantation  in  Canes,  Buildings,  and  other- 
‘  wife,  which  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to 
‘  exceed  the  Ability  of  the  Righteous  Claimer 
‘  to  purchafe  from  him,  were  his  Claim  to  the 
‘  Land  tO'  be  allowed  of  afterwards,  and  the 
‘  other’s  Purchafe  to  be  difannulled  at  Home; 

*  And  even  that  is  not  to  be  expedled,  if  we 
‘  may  credit  what  thefe  Gentlemen  have  of  late 
‘  publickly  declared,  viz.  That  their  laft  Lec- 
^  ters  from  England  aflure  them,  that  tlieir 
^  whole  Proceedings  from  the  Beginnings  ever^  Step 
^  they  have  taken  in  this  Sale.;  hath  been  appro- 
^  ved  of  there,  and  - — 

4.  AS 
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•  ‘  4.  AS  to  what  is  added,  that  notwidiftand^ 

‘  ing  the  thriving  Condition  of  the  French- 
‘  Ground  Planters,  no  more  than  one  Third  of 
‘  the  Purchafe-Money  is  demanded  down,  and 
no  lefs  than  five  Years  granted  for  paying  the 
‘  Remainder  on  the  moderate  Terms  of  Ten 
‘  'per  Cent,  per  Ann,  Incereft,  which  the  Produce 
‘  of  their  Lands  (for  thefe  Men  will.ftill  talk  as 
‘  if  nothing  was  required  to  Sugar.-making  but 
^  Land)  will  more  than  difcharge  within  than 
‘  Time  ;  what  is  this  but  to  crow  over  the  poor 
‘  Inhabitants  in  their  Calamity  ?  They  that  fay 
^  fo,  and  all  that  know  any  thing  of  St  Chri- 
‘  fiopher’s^,^  know,  that  the  far  greater  Part  of 
‘  the  Purchafers  cannot  pretend  to  pay  down 
‘  the  two  Thirds  at. the  end  of  the.  five  Years  ; 
‘  and  fo,  who  can  tell  but  the  two  Thirds  may 
^  reft  for  fifteen,  fifty,  or  five  Hundred  Years 
‘  longer?  Who  would  trouble  himfelf  about 
‘  the  Principal,  that  was  fure  of  their  ?noderate 
‘  Intereji  oiTm^per  Cent,  per  Annum  for  it?  And 
‘  the  Penalty  the  Commiflloners  have  inferred 
‘  in  all  the  Contrafts,  is  as  good  Security  as  the 
‘  moft  jealous  or  griping  Heart  could  wifh  for. 
‘  What  can  all  this  mean  but  to  make  Slaves  of 
^  the  Purchafers,  and  their  Poftetity,  as  long  as 
‘  St  ChrijlopheF^  continues  in  Englijh  Hands  ? 

.1  HAVE  at  length  done  with  the  Leward 
Ijlands  :  If  any-thing  that  has  been  here  advanc’d 
concerning  them,'  or  Barhadoes,,  fhould^be  difpu- 
ted,  I  iTiall,  as  foon  as  I  can  learn  what  it  is, ..ei¬ 
ther  do  my  beft  to  clear  it  up,  or  make  an  open 
Acknowledgment  of  my  Miftakes,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  which  my  Friend,  in  whofe  Sentiments  I 
am,  may  have  committed  ;  but  if,  upon  Exa¬ 
mination,  the  fame  fhall  be  found  true,-  then  feve-* 
ral  ufeful  Cqrollaries  may  be  drawn  from  thence, 
which  I  rather  chufe  to  leave  to  thofe  concern’d 
.1  r  (whether 


c  80  : 

(whether  in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leward  I/Iands,'  or 
in  Great  Britain)  to  draw  for  themfelves,  than 
take  upon  me  to  do  it  for  them. 

i 

III.  I  T  remains  to  confider  the  Query  lb 
often  put,  and  fo  much  infilled  on  of  lace,  viz. 
Wh^  does  not  England,  or  her  Sugar  IJlands^  or 
hoth^  7nake  and  fettle  more  Sugar  Colonies  in  the 
Weft-Indies.?  Nay,  rather  than  not  make  more 
Sugar  Settlements  fomewhere,  the  Author  of  the 
Plan  of  the’P.u^\^\Com7nerce^  P-333*  would  have 
us  do  it  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa^  where  we  have 
the  Choice  of  the  Country  from  the  Gold  Coaft  in 
the  Latitude  of  6^  to  the  Cape  inLat.  15. 

and  might  both  fur  chafe  Negro-Slaves  at  from 
^os.  to  50J.  or  at  mofi  3  1.  per  Head^  and  alfo 
keep  them  from  running  away  with  lefs  Difficulty 
than  fo7ne  imagine  ;  hecaufe  (fays  hej  if  they  Jhould 
run  away^  the  neighbouring  Negroes  would  but 
make  Slaves  of  them  again ^  and  fell  them  to  the  - 
Ships,  But  fince  wc  know  both  from  the  Nature 
of  the  Thing,  i.  e,  of  Slavery  (which  perhaps 
this  Writer  never  had  Occafion  to  know)  and 
from  the  conftant  Behaviour  of  the  Negro- 
Slaves  in  America,^  that  the  like  Slaves  will  moft’ 
certainly  run  from  the  Purchafers,  if  there  i^ 
the  leaft  Opening  for  them  *,  and  fince  (to  fay 
nothing  of  the  other  numberlefs  Abfurditics  of 
his  Propofal)  he  does  not  tell  us  which  way  it 
is  poffible  for  the  firft  Purchafers  to  reclaim 
their  run*away  Slaves  from  the  neighbouring 
Negroes,  or  from  the  lliipping  to  which  the 
neighbouring  Negroes  would  fell  them  ;  we 
may  be  fure  no  European  Nation  that  is  not  in¬ 
fatuated  will  ever  venture  on  fuch  an  Under¬ 
taking  *,  which  therefore,  tho*  I  could  not 
wholly  pafs  it  over,  merits  no  farther  Confide- 
ration  here. 


THE 
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THE  Author  of  the  Remarks  on  the  prefent 
State  of  the  Britifli  Sugar  Colonies  confidered  (p.  3  i.) 
brings  in  Mr  Gee^s  Opinion^  who  fays^  as  he 
quotes  him,  at  Page  45.  of  his  Book  oj  the  B’rade 
and  Navigation  Great  Britain  confidered  \  ^  Our 
‘  Planters  are  fo  far  from  being  concerned  at 
‘  the  Decay  of  our  foreign  Trade,  that  they 
‘  have  complained  too  many  Sugars  were  made, 

and  we  may  conclude  will  make  what  Intereft 
^  they  can  with  their  Governors  and  others,  to 
‘  prevent  their  making  and  fettling  any  new 
‘  Plantations.  If  they  can  fupply  enough  for 
‘  Home  Confumption  at  a  great  Price,  it  an- 

‘  fwers  their  Purpofe - ’  The  only  Places  we 

can  think  of  where  we  may  enlarge  our  Sugar 
Plantations  are  Tobago ^  to  zvhich  ffays  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  Remarks)  I  would  add  Santa  Cruz, 
which  is  equal  to  it  at  leaf.  The  If  and  Barba- 
does  (as  he  makes  Mr  Gee  obfcrve  there  like- 
wife)  is  very  much  worn  outy  and  does  not  afford 
the  ffuantity  of  Sugars  as  heretofore ;  and  Mr  Gee 
might  have  faid  the  lame  of  feveral  Spots  in  all 
the  Reward  Ifandsy  and  of  fome  perhaps  in  all 
Countries  of  the  World  which  have  been  con- 
ftantly  manured  for  fixty  or  a  hundred  Years 
together.  But  then  it  is  wdth  thefe  Spots  here, 
as  it  is  with  others  elfewhere  ;  do  but  turn  them, 
if  you  have  Land  enough  befides  to  employ 
your  Hands,  into  Pafture  for  ten  or  a  dozen 
Years,  and  they  will  grow  near  as  fertile  as  be* 
fore.  This  cannot  be  done  in  BarhadoeSy  where 
every  Inch  of  the  Land  having  been  long  la¬ 
boured  to  the  Height,  a  great  part  of  it  mult 
of  Neceffity,  or  according  to  the  Courfe  of  Na¬ 
ture  every  where  elfe,  be  much  impaired,  and 
by  confequence  cannot  but  put  the  Inhabitants 
to  a  great  Expence  to  fuppoft  it,  which  they 
do  to  the  utmoil  it  is  capable  of,  and  for  that 

M  Purpofe 
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Purpofe  have  now  a  vaft  Number  of  Slaves  up¬ 
on  it,  more  perhaps  than  they  were  obliged  to 
keep  when  it  was  richer,  which  with  a  conftant 
yearly  fiipply  of  about  3000  more  from  Africa 
to  maintain  the  prefent  Complement,  do  culti¬ 
vate  the  Soil  as  far  as  any  Part  of  it  can  be  culti¬ 
vated;  infomuch  Barbadoes  is  at  a  Ne  plus 
ultra^  and  the  very  beft  improved  Sugar  Plan¬ 
tation  for  it’s  Bounds  that  is  to  be  met  with  any 
where.  But  poffibly  Mr  Gee  does  not  know, 
that  Antego  wants  about  20,000  Negroes  to  ma¬ 
nure  it,  Montferat  5000,  Nevis  near  6000,  St 
ChrijlopheAs  above  9000,  and  ^Jamaica  twice  the 
the  Number  of  Slaves  that  are  now  upon  it,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  proportionable  Number  of  White 
Inhabitants,  and  a  fufficient  Strength  of  other 
Stock  to  employ  thofe  Numbers  if  they  had 
them  ;  and  which  is  more  (I  wifh  Mr  Gee^  or  a- 
ny  Body  elfe,  could  tell  us  how  to  help  it)  not 
one  of  all  thefe  Iflands  is  capable,  and  fome  of 
them  never  like,  as  things  go,  to  be  capable, 
of  purchafing  the  Hands  and  Stock  they  want ; 
and,  which  is  more  confiderable  ftill,  if  all  of 
them  knew  how  to  purchafe  and  pay  for  all  the 
Negroes,  and  all  the  Stock  neceflary  to  employ 
thofe  Negroes,  and  where  to  gain  a  fufficient 
Number  of  White  People  in  proportion  to 
thofe  Slaves,  and  that  Stock,  not  one  of  them 
could  for  many  Years  to  come  be  improved  fal¬ 
lowing  for  the  extent  of  each)  to  the  Height 
Barbadoes  is  at  prefent,  or  that  it  was  fifty  or 
fixcy  Years  ago.  It  would  therefore  feem  to 

deferve  Confideration,  whether  before  the  Na- 

• 

tion  goes  on  new  Settlements,  it  would  not  be 
more  for  her  Eafe  and  Benefit  to  fettle  thofe 
thoroughly  which  flie  has  already  begun,  and 
which  with  all  the  Countenance  fhe  can  give 
them,  are  not  like  to  be  brought  to  Perfection 

during 
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during  the  prefent  Century  1  or,  at  leaft,  whe- 
Xr  it  will  not  bp  time  enoug^r  to  tiunk  of 
more  Sugar  Settlements  in  the 
thefe  are  better  advanced,  or  begin,  tike  bdrha- 
does,  to  require  more  Expence  to  fupport  them 

than  the  Produce  will  bear.  , 

FOR'  any  thing  1  know,  Mr  Gee  may  have 

lived  long  and  lately  on  Barbadoes,  or  fome  o- 
ther  of  our  Sugar  Colonies,  and  travelled 
Hifpaniola  and  other  French  Settlements  or  he 
may  have  correfponded  with  moft  ot  our  own 
Suear  Colonies,  as  a  Fadtor  in  England  for  the 
laft  twenty  or  thirty  Years :  And  altho’,  fuppo- 
fing  either  of  thefe  to  be  the  Truth,  he  feems 
from  the  Quotation  above-mentioned,  to  have 
made  no  great  ufe  of  his  Time  and  Opportuniues*, 
yet,  as  I  am  a  Stranger  to  him,  as  well  as  to  his 
Book,  which  I  find  often  quoted  as  good  Au¬ 
thority  by  the  late  Writers  on  Plantation  Con¬ 
cerns,  I  am  willing  to,, believe  he  is  a  Perfon 
of  Worth  and  Judgment,  and  one  that  would 
by  no  means  impofe  on  thofe  in  England,  who 
know  nothing  of  us  but  by  Hear-fay.  But  the 
other  Writers  who  pretend' now  to  didtate  to 
our  Mother  Nation  in  our  Affairs,  are  no  o- 
ther  than  Men  who  have  been  formerly  Matters 
of  Sugar  Veflels,  or  jntrutted  by  Merchants  at 
home  with  Cargoes  to  fell  in  the  JV ^ft-Indies, 
one  Year  at  one  Ifland,  the  next  at  another, 
and  fo  on  for  fome  Years,  or  at  the  fame  Place 
for  feveral  Years,  or  elfe  fuch  as  have  got  their 
Intelligence  from  them.  And  of  thefe  it  may 
be  truly  faid,  that  the  firft  are  wholly  employ¬ 
ed  whiltt  here  in  procuring  a  Loading  for  their 
Ships,  which  is  often  not  to  be  done  buD  with 
much  Difficulty  and  clofe  Attendance,-  and 
when  that  is  over  {which  is  the  Btijinefs  thej  came 
for)  they  trouble  their  Heads  no  farther,  unlefs 

•  M  2  it 
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Jt  be  to  know  where  to  load  again  next  Year  • 
and  tlie  Supercargoes,  or  Trader,  are  as  much 

Rmrns'^ani  poods  and  making 

borne  direfll/vS  'the  ProdSce'^or' 

fr^nf  247 

fame  Round  of  felling  and  receiving 7"  i^n^as 
iheir  Panployers  think  fit  to  continue  them  in 

clinadon"'"^rt-^°'^  Fondnefs  or  In- 

01  IM  V  have  the 

Jcill  or  Capacity  to  look  into  the  Situation  of 

Affairs  in  the  Colonies  where  they  for  fome  time 

etide,  much  Ids  to  find  out  what  will  render 

them  rnore  valuable  to  the  Inhabitants,  to  their 

Neighbours  or  to  their  Mother  Nation.  If  they 

can  but  make  a  Gain  of  us  at  any  Rate,  it  an^ 

vers  then-  Purpofe.  And  when  they  fueceed  in 

the  diverted  from  purfuing 

on  tlKir  Return  home  like  other  Travellers,  to 

Mv  ^7"°^  Countries  where  they 

have  been,  which  are  too  often  implicitly  re- 

m*"  •  when  one  of  thefe; 

rnore  affunnng  than  the  reft,  has  a  mind  to  be 

taken  notice  of  by  Perfons  above  the  Vulgar,  or 
t^opick  a  Penny  out  of  them,  he  gets  fome  Hack¬ 
ney- Autnor  m  lick  his  Fables  into  form  (which 
Icarce  one  in  many  hundreds  of  themfelves, 
as  may  be  perceived  by  fifting  them  a  little,  can 
do)  and  then  prefents  them  to  the  World  as  new 
and  rare  Difcoveries.  Such  a  One  I  fufpeift  him 
to  be,  who  has  given  us  his  Remarks  on  ne  pre- 
fm  Ssate  of  the  Britifh  Sugar  Colonies  confidered: 

5')  Batbadoes,  all  the  Le- 
^  rd  fnands,^  W  Jamaica,  produce  all  the  Sugar, 
i^um,  and  Mc.affes  which  they  can  produce:  Thii 

may 
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may  be  the  Truth  of  Barbadoes,  Jamaica,  if 
fully  fettle  dy  wsuldfs  he  might  havelearn’d  from 
flood’s  Survey  of  Trade,  p.  173.;  produce  three 
times  the  ^antity  of  Sugar,  and  by  confequence 
of  Rum  and  Molafles,  it  has  hitherto  done.  His 
Argument  with  refpecT:  to  the  Leward  Ifands 
and  Jamaica,  when  reduced  (as  he  fpeaks)  in  Or. 
der,  is  juft  as  good  as  if  he  had  faid,  ‘  Antego 
‘  (^-  produces  all  the  Sugar,  Rum,  and  Mo- 
laftes  It  can  with  about  23,000  Negroes,  and 
‘  if  there  is  Land  enough  there  ummanured,  or 
‘  not  fufficiently  manured,  it  could  not  but  pro- 
‘  duce  more  of  each  with  45,000  Negroes,  and 
other  IVlaterials  and  Stock  equivalent.  How- 
‘  ever,  fince  we  take  off  all  the  Sugar,  Rum,  and 
Molaffes  Antego  now  produces,  and  want  more 
which  I  know  where  to  get  cheaper  than  there, 
viz.  at  Martinico,  Guadalope,  Hifpaniola,  Suri¬ 
nam,  &c.  it  is  therefore  plainly  for  the  Benefit 
Oi  England  to  fend  to  thefe  foreign  Settlements, 

‘  nay  to  Brafil  too,  and  take  off,  if  fhe  could, 
all  the  Sugar,  Rum,  and  Molaffes  all  of  them 
‘  make  ;  and,  by  fupplying  the  foreign  Colonies 
‘  with  Neceffaries,  enable  them  to  make  more 
‘  of  thefe  Commodities,  and  cheaper  ftill,  ra- 
‘  ther  than  encourage  and  enable  Antego,  ssni. 
her  other  Colonies  of  Jamaica  and  the  Leward 

‘  Sugar,  Rum,  and 

Molaffes  flie  wants  (and  at  a  cheaper  Rate 
in  Time  than  the  foreign  Colonies  can)  whe- 
*  ther  for  her  own  Ufe  or  for  Exportation.^ 
ihis,  I  confefs,  is  the  Intereft  of  the  French 
and  Dutch,  and  of  fome  Huckfters  in  our  nor¬ 
thern  Colonies  j  but  the  Intereft  of  England  lies 
another  Way,  which  is, 

,  ‘^wn  Colonies  to  under-fell 

the  foreign  Colonies  in  ail  thofe  ProdudVions, 

and 
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and  if  that  cannot  be  done  after  Improving  them 
to  the  Height, 

2.  TO  fettle  more  of  the  like  Colonies  •,  and 
if  all  thefe  will  not  ferve  her  Occafions,  then 

3.  Laftly,  (which  this  Writer  would  have 
done  in  the  firft  Place)  to  put  the  foreign  Colo¬ 
nies  in  a  Condition  to  fupply  the  Deficiencies  of 
her  own,  and  to  traffick  with  them  for  their 
whole  Produce.  Again  ;  what  manifeft  Abfutr 
dities  does  he  advance  (/>.  11,12.)  concerning 
the  French  being  fupplied  with  Lumber  from  the 
Bay  of  Jpalach'j,  and  with  Cattle  from  the  Coaft 
of  Coro?  And  not  knowing,  or  not  confidering, 
the  conftant  f  luftuations  in  Trade,  which  are 
perhaps  more  fudden  and  fignal  here  than  any 
where  elfe,  how  does  he  (/>.  16,  17.)  palm  upon 
thofe  who  cannot  confute  him,  the  State  of  things 
from  the  Year  1713  to  1716,  when  I  fuppofe 
this  Trader  was  in  thefe  Parts,  as  their  prefent 
State  Jnno  1731  ?  And  what  Ignorance  (real  or 
affefted,  makes  no  great  difference)  does  he  dif- 
cover,  when  he  fays  (p.  28.)  that  the  clear  Pro¬ 
fits  of  the  Sugar  made  in  Barbadoes  in  the  Tear  ly^o 
only,  comes  to  360,306  /.  18  r.  Was  a  Stranger, 
who  had  traveil’d  for  fome  Months  or  Years  o- 
ver  England,  to  publifh  an  Account  of  the  Soil, 
Trade,  Manufaftures,  Buildings,  Curiofities, 
Intefefts,  of  her  feveral  Counties,  ’tis  like 
he  would  entertain  us  with  many  pleafant  and 
pompous  Deferiptions  of  Cities,  Towns,  Monu¬ 
ments,  f^c.  and  the  Inhabitants  could  hardly  mifs 
of  finding  fome  pretty  Stories  in  It  of  themfelves 
and  their  Affairs,  which  they  never  heard  be¬ 
fore  but  fure  a  Reader  of  any  Tafte  or  Mean¬ 
ing,  would  better  approve  of  an  Account  of  each 
County  done  by  one  that  .had  liv’d  20,  '^o,  or  4.0 
Years,  and  was  ftill  living  in  the  County  he 

tends  to  deferibe.  In  like  manner,  but  with 

more 
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more  Reafon,  will  any  Man  in  England^  who  is 
not  to  be  fobb’d  off  with  a  fiiperficial  Account  of 
the  Concerns  of  our  American  Colonies  (which 
are  at  a  greater  Diftance  from  one  another,  and 
more  different  in  their  Soil,  Trade,  and  Manu¬ 
factures,  than  the  moft  diftant  Counties  of  Great 
Britain)  prefer  an  Account  of  each  done  by  One 
that  had  lived  long  and  lately  in  the  Colony 
he  treats  of,  than  a  general  View  of  them  all 
(which  perhaps  no  man  living  is  able  to  give  to 
purpofej  or  even  a  particular  Account  of  any 
one,  by  a  Tranfient  Trader,  who  (not  to  fay  the 
worft  of  the  Cafe)  cannot  in  many  things  of  no 
fmall  moment  fee  with  his  own  Eyes,  but  muft 
depend  on  the  Reports  of  others.  And  yet, 
with  what  Fondnefs  and  Eagernefs  do  too  many 
at  home  receive  every  Report  of  us,  and  our 
Affairs,  that  comes  from  fuch  Perfons,  or  from 
others  who  cannot  be  thought  to  know  more  of 
us,  but  rather  lefs,  than  they  do  ?  And  fo  by 
crediting  their  flender  (or  wrong)  Relations  of 
Places  and  People  fo  remote  from  Great  Britain^ 
in  Oppofition  to  thofe  of  the  longed  Settlers  in 
the  Plantations,  who  fliould  be  believ’d  to  know 
their  own  Condition  and  Situation  beft,  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  led  into  many  foul  Miftakes  con¬ 
cerning  us,  both  in  our  Civil  and  Religious  In- 
terefts.  Of  the  latter  of  thefe  there  is  a  fad  In- 
ftance  now  before  us,  with  refpeft  to  the  Pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  Gofpel  amongft  the  Negro- 
Slaves  of  the  Sugar  Colonies,  as  I  think  has 
been  fully  made  out  in  a  late  EJfaj  concerning  the 
Converfion  of  thefe  poor  Creatures^  in  a  Letter  from 
hence  to  the  Right  Rev,  the  Lord  Bijhop  of  London  ; 
Lond,  printed  for  J,  Wilford,,  1730.  I  pafs  over  the 
Regard  that  muft  always  be  paid  to  Men  of  Emi¬ 
nence  and  Authority  in  the  Colonies,  whofe  In- 
tere§l  it  often  is  {p.0  Things  are  order’d) 
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to  hide  or  darken  Truth  ;  as  knowing  the  Cafe  to 
admit  of  no  Remedy,  but  what  arifes  from  the 
Wifdom  and  Penetration  of  thofc  in  England^  to 
whom  the  judging  of  fuch  Reports  belongs. 

TO  return:  If  our  Mother  Country  finds, 
upon  Examination,  that  it  is  more  her  Intereft 
to  go  upon  New  Sugar  Settlements,  than  to  im¬ 
prove  her  old  ones  in  the  Wefl-Indies^  ’tis  plain 
Ihe  muft  contrive  other  Ways  of  doing  it  than  by 
our  Means.  Barbadoes^  with  all  her  boafted 
Wealth,  is  fcarce  able  to  fupport  herfelf  in  the 
Perfedlion  to  which  flie  is  arriv’d  ;  the  Leward 
IJlands  and  Jamaica^  are  unable  to  purchafe 
Stock  and  Negroes  to  ripen  their  feveral  Settle¬ 
ments;  and,  upon  confidering  the  prefenc  Num¬ 
ber  of  the  white  Inhabitants  of  all  our  Sugar  Co¬ 
lonies,  (for  the  Knowledge  whereof  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  the  Reader' to  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  the 
Plantation  Office  in  London,  where  he  will  find 
Accounts  that  may  be  depended  on,  of  the  Num¬ 
bers  of  the  white  Men,  Women,  and  Children, 
now  fettled  on  each  Ifland)  I  doubt  not  but  it 
will  appear  that,  far  from  putting  us  on  fettling 
more  Colonies,  it  is  the  Intereft  of  England  to 
divert  us  by  all  imaginable  Ways,  from  making 
any  fuch  Attempt  at  all,  were  we  difpos’d  to 
fet  upon  it,  and  rather  to  think  ('if  fhe  thinks  us 
worth  keeping)  how  to  fave  us  from  utter  Ruin, 
in  Cafe  a  Breach  fhould  happen  betwixt  her  and 
a  certain  European  Neighbour  in  thefe  Parts. 

THEY  who  talk  moft  in  England  of  making 
and  fettling  New  Plantations,  do  not,  I  fear,  un- 
derftand  what  it  is  to  make  and  fettle  a  New  Su¬ 
gar  Plantation.  Whatever  Figure  St  Chriffopher^s 
makes  in  the  Maps,  it  does  not  contain  (by  the 
Survey,  both  of  the  French  and  Engjijh  Part, 
made  in  the  Year  1722,  hy^lv  Ravel  the  King’s 
Surveyor  of  the  Lezvard  IJlands)  above  25,000 

Acres 
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'Acres  of  Cane-Land  ;  and  yet  requires,  to  fettle 
it  duly,  about  24,000  Negroes,  which  at  22  4 
^er  Head,  one  with  another,  is  —  528,000/. 
The  Dwelling,  Boiling,  Curing, 
and  Still-Houfes ;  Coppers, 

‘^‘Stills,  Mills,  and  other  Imple¬ 
ments  and  Utenfils  for  the  boil¬ 
ing,  curing,  and  Scill-Houfes,  ^  700,000 

and  Horfes,  Mules,  and  Cart- 
Cattle  to  employ  24,000  Ne¬ 
groes,  would  coft  a  good  deal 

above  — ’  — -  —  —  —  j - 

-  ’  1,228,000  /. 

■  > 

And  tho*  no  fuch  Number  of  Slaves  can  be  em¬ 
ployed  at  firft  in  forming  a  Sugar  Settlement  of 
the  like  Extent  in  the  IVejl- Indies^  yet  whoever 
knows  the  Difficulties  and  Dangers  of  clearing 
a  Place  here  out  of  Woods,  (which  has  been 
ever  fatal  to  the  Beginners)  will  own,  that  a  con- 
fiderable'  Number  both  of  White  Men  and  well- 
feafoned  Negroes  are  abfolutely  necefTary  to 
fuch  an  Undertaking ;  and  neither  of  thefe  are 
to  be  got  but  from  our  Iflands  already  fettled  ; 
and  I  have  ffiewed  before,  that  it  is  not  the  In- 
tereft  of  England  to  have  our  Hands  fo  diver¬ 
ted:  And  tho*  fome  among  us  who  are  fond^ 
of  Change,  or  new  Experiments,  ('and  fome  fuch 
there  are  in  all  Countries)  would  certainly  join 
in  the  moft  hazardous  and  defperate  Adventures, 
yet  I  dare  fay  their  Number  would  be  very 
ifnall  \  of  which  the  Gentlemen  in  England  who 
preach  up  new  Settlements  are  fo  well  aware, 
that  Mr  Gee  fays,  our  Planters  will  make  what 
Interejl  the^^  can  (as  they  have  good  Caufej  to 
prevent  their  7naking  and  fettling  an^  new  Planta¬ 
tions,  And  I  hope  the  Propofers  of  new  Set¬ 
tlements  at  ^ohago  and  Santa  Cruz  do  not  mean 
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to  make  them  by  draining  the  feveral  Goals 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  or  by  fummoning 
in  the  Refugees  from  Popifh  Countries  ;  for  tho* 
the  Settlements  on  Barbadoes  and  the  Leward 
IJlands  were  made  at  firft  by  very  indifferent 
Hands,  and  without  Negroes,  yet  nothing  of 
Moment,  and  very  little  of  Sugar-making,  was 
undertaken  in  any  of  them,  "till  the  Sufferings 
of  the  King’s  Friends  after  the  Battle  of  Nafeby^ 
and  the  fore  Defeats  at  JVorceJler  and  elfewhere, 
and  Oliver^s  Conqueft  of  Ireland,  furnifhed  them 
with  another  fort  of  Hands  ;  and  tho’  Jamaica 
was  conquered  and  fettled  at  firft  by  People  of 
a  different  Complexion,  yet  moft  of  them  were 
Men  of  good  Senfe,  Honour,  and  Worth,  as 
the  Times  went,  and  (if  Oldmixon  fays  true  in  his 
Hiftory  of  that  Ifland,  p.  268.)  2000  of  the  old 
Cavaliers  embarked  with  them.  Our  Mother 
Nation  has  indeed  been  liberally  difpenfing  her 
Filth  and  Putrefaftion  both  in  her  Sugar  and 
Tobacco  Colonies  for  the  laft  fixty  or  feventy 
Years  ;  People  (it  feems)  that  are  not  had 
enough  for  the  Gallows,  and  yet  too  had  to  live  a- 
mong  their  virtuous  Countrymen  at  Home  *,  but 
alas !  her  Bounty  this  Way  has  proved  very 
much  a  Hinderance,  and  very  little  a  Help  to  us, 
not  one  in  twenty  of  thefe  Convidls  being  fit 
for  any  good  Purpofe,  but  almoft  all  of  them 
growing  worfe  and  wickeder  by  the  Change  of 
Climes. 

WE  may  therefore  prefume  that  the  Proje- 
(ftors  of  new  Sugar  Colonies  are  not  for  begin¬ 
ning  with  fuch  Hands ;  as  in  truth  there  is  no 
necefllty  for  it:  England  has  been  ingaged  in 
no  bloody  War  fince  the  Ceffation  in  1712, 
and  no  Plague  {praifed  he  GOD)  or  grievous 
Calamity  has  befallen  her  for  many  Years; 
ihe  cannot  therefore  but  be  f^ull  of  Hands  of 

the 
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the  better  Sort,  very  fit  (as  Englijfmen  are  in 
tnany  refpedts  'fitter  than  mofi:  other  Nations) 
to  fettle  Colonies  abroad;  or  if  fhe  cannot, 
after  all,  conveniently  fpare  a  due  Number  of 
Hands*,  her  Plantations  on  the  Continent  will 
abundantly  fupply  that  Defeat.  New  England 
isfaid  to  contain  above  120,000  Whites,  which 
is  more,  by  perhaps  one  half,  than  are  in  all 
Jamaica^  Barbadoes,  and  the  Leward  Iflands ; 
to  be  pofiefled  of  38,000  Tons  of  Shipping,’ 
at  the  lead  ;  and  in  thefe,  together  with  the 
Fifheries,  to  employ  from  5  to  6000  Men. 
ginia^  Mar'^land^  and  South  Carolina  are  full  both 
of  Whites  and  Blacks.  New  York  and  the  Jer^ 
feys  are  ftrong  in  Hands.  And  People  have  fo 
flocked  to  Penfylvania  from  Ireland^  IVales^  the 
Palatinate^  our  Sugar  Colonies,  and  other  Places, 
that  in  a  very  few  Years  above  20,000  were 
added  to  her  former  great  Numbers,  which  are 
now  reckoned  by  fonie  fwho  feem  to  fpeak 
from  their  own  Knowledge) '  to  be  more  than 
thofe  of  both  the  C'^r<?//;2^*s,“‘and  both  the 
hacco  Colonies  together ;  no  Place  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent  flourifhes  like  it  for  Numbers,  the  City 
of  Philadelphia  containing  not  fewer  than  2400 
Houfes,  and  above  i2,oooSou]softhefundry  De¬ 
nominations,  Church  of  ^England  Men^  Ana- 
haptijls^  Independents^  who  are' all  on  a  Level 
there,  and  fakers  who  rule  the  Province;  and; 
which  is  of  more  Confequence  in  forming  a  Su¬ 
gar  Settlement,  the  Inhabitants  [of  New  'Eng¬ 
land  and  Penfylvanid\  are  TaidCto  be  unacquain¬ 
ted  w^ith"  Excefs  and  Luxury;-  a  People  parfi- 
monious  to  a  Proverb,'  among  whom  Induftry 
is  principally  regarded,  and  Vice  and  Effemina-^ 
cy  difcountenanced,  and  *  whofe  rigorous  Laws 
and  Cuftoms  are  fuch,  as  to  make  them  be  gene¬ 
rally  hated- by  the  riotous  and’  debauched  part 

N  2  of 
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of  Mankind.  What  are  not  fuch  Numbersi 
with  fuch  Qualifications,  able  to  effed;?  Was 
the  World  to  be  ranfacked,  it  could  not  certain^ 
ly  furnilli  a  fitter  People  to  begin  a  new  Sugar 
Colony  ;  at  leaft,  if  to  their  other  Acco.mplifh- 
ments  they  would  add  moral  Honejl'j^  which 
I  do  not  find  their  Advocates  mention  as  an 
Ingredient  in  their  Chara(5lcr,  becaufe  without 
Punduality  and  Uprightnefs  in  Dealing  they 
never  would,  with  all  their  other  Perfedions, 
make  an  advantageous  Settlement  here  ;  and 
then  let  join  a  little  of  her  own  immenfe 

Stock  and  Subftance  with  that  of  this  excellent 
People,  and  what  Ihould  hinder  them  from 
quickly  compleating  a  Sugar  Colony  in  the 
Weft- Indies?  and  would  not  that  in  Time  pro¬ 
duce  a  Second,  and  both  of  them  a  I'hird,  and 
fo  on„  till  our  Settlements  in  thefe  Parts  fhould 
enable  us  to  under- fell  all  our  Rivals  in  the  Su- 
-gar-Manufadure  ? 

WH  A  T  a  fine  Scene  !  what  a  glorious  Prof- 

ped  is  herej  - ^ — —  And  yetj  without  pre^ 

tending  to  Skill  in  Prophecy,*  I  date  alfure 
thefe  Projedors  (if  it  is  worth  while  to  be  fe- 
rious  with  thcmj  that,  as  it  is  evident  England 
has  not  been  able  for  the  laft  feventy  Years  to 
make  any  new  Sugar  Settlement,  (for  Tortola  and 
Spamjh-Town  deferve  not  the  Name  of  Sugar 
Settlements,  and  the  little  good  they  do  accrues 
to  the  Danes ^  and  Dutch^  and  not  to  their  Mother 
Nation)  fo  neither  will  fhe,  in  a  much  longer  time 
to  come,  fettle  any  Sugar  Colony  of  Importance 
in  the  Weft-Indies^  unlefs  fas  the'^  Author  of 
Account  of  the  Sale  of  the  Ertnqh  ,  Lands  in  Sti 
Chriftopher’s  obferves^  we  knew  how  to  geC 
PortoWico  from  the  Spaniard^  which  indeed 
would  foon  prove  more  beneficial  to  her  th3n: 
all  the  Sugar  Colonies  Ihc  was  ever  Miftrefs 
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of,  al6ne  excepted.  Take',  but'care-noc 

co'diftribute  the  L.and  there  a  la  mode  de.St  Chn- 
Jiopher’s,  -  and  then  would  you  fee  the  Planters 
going  thither  in  Shoals  horn  Barbadoes  and  the 
Leward  JJlands-,  the  money’d  Men  in  England 
would  court  to  be  Proprietors ;  and  far  from 

complaining  {;3i5  Mr  Gee  hys  our  Planters  do)  tbat 
too  many  Sugars  are  made y  Sugar  would  be  made 
as  if  the  Manufacturers  thought  •  chough  Could 
never -be -made.  ;■  ■  ' 

and  here,,  having  nam’d  my'Author  again* 
i  iball  infert  another  Paragraph  of  his,  Account^ 
which,  as  1  fald  before,  was  written  in  the  Month 

oijune.,  1727.  ’  _ 

^  ‘  1  fhall  mention  {fays  he)  one  Thing  more, 

^  which  was  fo  far  from  making  thofe  that  had. 

‘  purchas’d  repent  their  Bargains,^  or  from  hin- 
^  dering  others  to  purchafe,  that  it  contributed 
‘  not' a  little  to  the  contrary.  The  People  know- 
‘  ing  their  Inability  to  comply  with  the  Condi- 
‘  cions  impos’d  on  them,  were  eafily  flatter  d 
‘  into  hopes,  that  they  might  with  Advantage 
‘  fettle  Santa  Cruz  (an  Ifland  that  had  been  long 
<  diflettled  by  the  French)  and  fo  have  the  Plea- 
‘  fure  of  leaving  their  PofTetTions  in  St  Chrijlo- 
•■'JpbeFs,  on '  the  hands  of  the  i  CommilTioners. 

‘  But  this  was' a  weak  Projedlion:  The  Frenck 
‘  may  be  our  ^very  good  Friends  in  fome  Mat- 
‘  ters,  but  when  any  of  our.  Attempts  do  but 
feem  to  threaten  their  Affairs  in_  the  remoteft 
‘  Profpefl:,  their  Complaifance  is  at  an  end 
.witnefs  Santa  Lucia.,,  which  ivi’  Etigli/h  Hands 
might  indeed  have  prov’d  as  powerful  a  Curb 
‘  on  their  Caribbee  Jfldnds.  in  Time  of  War,  as 
‘  Gibraltar  (may  fuch  Comparifons.be  madej  does 
‘1  at  prefent  on  the j  Spaniards,  Algerines,  and  o- 
*-  ther  Nations  thereabouts;  Wherefore  it  was 

‘  impofljble  that  the  French  (being  what  they 

*  are. 
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*  arcv  that  is,  clear-fighted  to  the  common  In^ 
-  tereft,  and  provident  of  Pofterky;  Ihould  have 
■*  lufFered  us  to  hold  a  Settlement  there  on  anv 
»  Perms.  And  altho’  Santa  Cruz  can  never  af- 

*  reft  them  near  fo  fenfibly,  yet  none  could  rea- 

»  fonably  think  they  would  have  allowed  us  to 
‘‘  fettle  an  Ifland  of  theirs,  unlefs  fwhich  Endi/h. 

*  men  will  not-.do  if  they  can  help  it_)  we  had 

*  firft  agreed  to-live  under  a  French  Government 

*  Religion,  However* 
«'-leveral.of  _  the ’Inhabitants  of  St  Chriftopher'%^ 

^  glad  of  catching  atany-thing  that  promis’d  De- 
^  ’hverance,  went-  to  that  Ifland,  where  they 
‘  found  abundance  of  People  of  all  Nations 
‘t '■cutting. but  could  not  upon  viewing 

the  Place,  and  advifing  with  thofe  upon  it, 

‘  perceive  the  leaft  Encouragement  to  form  a 
Settlernent  there ;  and  many  of  them  falling 
fick  with  traverfing  of  the  Woods,  and  there¬ 
upon  rnaking  what  hafte  they  could  back  again 
for  their  Health,  and  one  of  the  chief  Adven- 
P  turers  d)?ing  with  the  Fatigues  of  the  Voyaoe; 

that  Projeft  ceas’d,  and  the  People  found  them- 
‘  felves  under  a  Hill  greater  Neceflity  of  embta-^ 

*  cing  the  the  Commiflioners.  Demands.]  ' 

•  BUT  it  will  doubtlefs  be  faid,’  Why  Ihould 
Tiot  England  m'akt  new.  Sugar  Settlements,  fince 
vekt' France  fo.fuccefsful  in  the  like  Under- 
takings  at  prefent,’’  as  at  Santa  Lucia,  Domini-' 

CO,  St  Vincent's,  and  (as  it  is  faid;  at  Dejfeada 

tool  - 

TO  which  I  anfwer,  BfArf  That  as  foon  as 
we-begiti'any  fuchcAttempt^  ‘-the  conftant- 
ly  attack  us' (Peace  or  War, it  is  all  one  with' 
them)  before  ^we  have  Time  to  form  the  Settle¬ 
ment,!  as  they 'did  kttly  d.t  Santa  Lucia,  and 
forrnerly.^I  thinkj/at  Santa  Cruz^  and  the  Spani- 
<trdj'&tCrabb-IJland  or  Becquay,  in  the  Year  1718, 

■  ■■  •  ’  when 


C  95  3 

when  our  People  of  Anguilla  were  fixing  them* 
felves  there-,  .and,  as  we  commonly,  ftarve  the 
Caufe,  fo  in  all  their  Attacks  on  fuch  Occafions, 
they  never  fail  to  bring  a  Force  fufficient  to  cle- 
ftroy  ten  times  our  Strength  and  Numbers  \  where-, 
as  now  that  they  are  fettling  Santa  Lucia^  DotninicOy 
&c.  far  from  difturbing  our  Veffels  from'  'Ireland 
and  the  North  Continent,  daily  furnilh'them  with 
Provifions’and  Materials  to  carry  on  their  Settle¬ 
ments,  without  which  it  would  be  next  to  im~ 
poffible  for  the  French,  or  more  expenfive  than 
advantageous,  either  to  make  new,  or  improve 
any  one  of  their'old  Settlements  any  .where  in  the- 
Caribhee  IJlands.  Some  Account  of  thefe  Matters 
was  given  in  a  Letter  dated  at  Martinico,  May ,  i , 
1730.  and  publifli’d  in  Fo^’s  Journal  of  September 
the  i^tby  the  fame  Year-,  fwherein  the  Writer 
hinted  at  a  fure  Way  of  discovering  the  French 
Proceedings  in  thefe  Parts;  and  the  fame  has  fince 
been  confirm’d  and  amplify’d  by  Applications 
from  Barbadoes,  and  fome  of  the  Leward  IJlands y 
tho’  hitherto,  without  any  vifible  good  EfFeft. 
How  long  we  lliall  deem  it  prudential  to  fit  ftill, 
cannot  be  faid  here  -,  but  certain  it  is,  the 
ever  ftudious  in  improving  Opportunities,  are 
making  the  moft  of  the  prefent. 

.  BUT,  Secondly,  It  is  a  great  Miftake  to 
think  that  the  French  are  fettling  5/  Lucia,  St  Fin~ 
cent’s,  &c.  for  the  fake  of  increafing  their  Sugar 
Manufadlures,  which  none  of  thefe  IQands  can 
ever  do  to  any  great  Degree,  unlefs  that  Manu* 
fafture  was  to  take  fome  ftrange  and  every  way 
uhforefeen  Turn  in  the  IFeJl-Indies, Such 
it  would  be  (for  Example)  at  Home,  if  no  more 
Malt-Liquor  could  be  brew’d  in  SoutF Britain, 
Ireland,  and  all  Scotland,  except  Orkney,  Shet¬ 
land,  and  the  IJle  of  Skie  •,  and  therefore' their 
Settlers  on  St  Lucia,  &c.  arc  not  allow’d  to  fet 
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up  the  Sugar  Manufadure  ar  all,  but  only  to 
plant  Indian  Provifions,  Cotton,  and  Tobacco 
^ud  to  rear>  fnaalier  Stoch  i  Tor  the  FT'6nch  have 
Employmenc-more  than  enough  for  ten  times  the 
Stock  and  Number  of  Hands,  Black  as  well  as 
White,  they  are  now  polfefs’d  'of,  or']ike  to  be 
poflefs’d  of  in'hafte,  in  HifpanioIa-{a.  Place  of  a - 
bove  1200  Miles  in  Compafs)  where  the  Sugar 
Manufadure  may  be  fupportedand  enlarg’d  with 
more  Eafe,'  Succefs,  and  Certainty,  than  it  is 
poffible  for  them,  or  any  other  Nation  jn  being, 
to  carry  it  on  in -any  or  all  thefe  Iflands ;  and 
which,  -if  planted  as  Martini'eo  is,  would  produce 
(to  fay  nothing  ofit’s  Natural  Wealth;  more  Su¬ 
gar,  Indigo,  Cocoa,  and  other  valuable  Weft- 
/«&  Commodities,  than  all  Europe  could,  con- 
fume.  But  the  Duke  of  Montagu's  Attempt  to 
lettle  St  Lucia  and  St  Lincent* is  what  alarm’d 
the  French ;  from  whence  they  concluded,  that 
we,  confidering  our  Notions  of  New  Sugar  Set- 
tlemerits,  would  not  defift  whilft  there  was  one 
lOand  more  hereabouts  left  unlettlcd,  which 
(whether  our  Adventurers  meant  fo  or  no)  would 
put  us  in  a  better  Condition  'than  we  yet  have 
been  in  of  annoying  them  upon  Occafion,  ii> 
their  Colonies  of  M.artinico  and  Guadalope^  if  not 
ici  Hifpaniola  too,  and  therefore  the  French  lovtK- 
with  let  upon  fettling  of  them  all  themlelvcs  ;  asj 
indeed,  in  order  to  lay  a  fure  Foundation  for 
their  Projeds  in  America,  it  is  vifibly  their  Inte- 
reft  firft  to  fecure  the  Poflefiion  of  St  Luciai 
Dominico,  St  Vincent's,  and  Dejfeada,  and  rather 
for  a  while  to  fufpend  their  Progrefs  even  in 
Hifpaniola,  than  fuffer  any  one  of  them,  on  any 
Account  whatfoever,  to  fall  into  our  Hands. 
They  fay  that,  on  every  Rupture  with  us,  their 
Poflefllons  in  St  Chriftopher's  lay  at  our  Mercy, 
and  therefore  yielded  up  their  Share  of  it  with¬ 
out 
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out  Relad^ce 'at  Utrecht-,  they  found  It  not 
worth  while -to  protedl  Santa  Crux  on  all  Events,* 
and  therefore  difplanted  it  long  ago'j  and  J  am 
rnuch  miftaken  if  the  Dutch  may  not,  when  they^ 
pleafe,  jhave  the  French  Half  of  the  Jflands  of 
St  Martin,  ^ndt\it'\Nho\toi.St'Baribolo?new,  for 
any  Shadow  of  ari  Equivalent;  and  were  we  dif- 
poled  to  make  fucha  Renunciation  of  our  Right 
10  St  Luci-a,  St  Vincentes,  Dominko,  d.nd  DeJ/eada^ 
as  would  execute  kfelf,  or  to  give  fatisfaftory  Se¬ 
curity  that  we  would  never ‘fettle  any  of  them, 
they  might  all  remain  unpeopled  for  the  French 
till  Doorplday.  ^Tis  the"Prefervation  of  MartU 
nko,  and  the  ^Enlargement  of  their  Strength  in 
Hifpaniola,  that  the  French  are  intent  upon  at  pre- 
fent,  and  .neither  make  ,  nor  unmake  any  Sugar 
Settlements  here,  but  with  a  View  to  thofe. 

^  WH  A,TE  VER'the  late  King and  his 
Brother  of  France  were  in  other  Matters,  they 
underftood;  the,  Trading  Jntereft  of  their  People 
better  than  their  PredecefTors.  Both  had  vaft 
Views  .on  this,  fide,  the  Globe,  which  no  human 
Power  wa5  able  to  flop  either  of  them  from  ac- 
complifhing,  unlefs  they  flopp’d  one  the  other. 
To  prevent,  which  a  Treaty  was  concluded  at 
Whitehall,  {m  November  i686, *by  the  eighteenth 
Article  whereof  it  is  agreed,  That  if  any  Breach 
Jhpuld  happen  between  the  two  Crowns  in  Europe, 
a  true  and  firm  Peace  and  Neutrality  Jhall  however 
continue  w  America,  between  the  Britifii  and  French 
Nations,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  if  fucb  Breach  in 
Europe  had  not  happened.  It  needs  not  be  faid, 
that  all  King  James'^s  Defigns  in  America  funk 
with  himfelf ;  the  French  K\n§^,  whether  he  hop’d 
to  carry  his  without  this  Neutrality,  or  that  he 
thought  our  Nation,  then  exafperated  on  other 
Accounts,  would  not  much  regard  a  Treaty  of 
King  James'^  contriving,  took  Care  to  be  before-- 

O  hand 
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hand  with  us,  and  violated  it  firft,  by  driving 
the  Englijh  from  St  Chrijlopher^s^  in  the  Year 
1689.  Now  let  us  fee  what  has  followed  this 
Breach  :  The  Colonies  of  Martinico^  Guadalope, 
and  Marigalante^  are  improved  to  more  than  ten 
times  what  they  then  were  ;  the  French  have  fa 
prevail’d  in  Hifpaniola^  that  the  Spaniard  will 
hardly  ever  attempt  to  beat  them  out  of  it,  what¬ 
ever  they  may  do  to  the  Spaniard ;  their  Progrefs 
on  the  ISIorthern  Continent,  down  into  the  Gulph 
of  Mexico^  is  an  Objefl:  of  our  Fears  rather  than 
our  Knowledge  ;  and  (if  fo  fmall  a  Matter  may 
be  repeated  again)  they  are  mow,.'  by  the  Help 
of  Ireland  and  our  Ncrthern  Plantations,  fecurins 
St  Lucia^  St  Vincent^Sy  and  Dominico  (not  indeed 
for  their  intrinfick  Worth,  butj  to  ferve  as  Out- 
guards  or  Frontiers  to  their  better  Settlements : 
To  balance  all  this,  England  not  only  regain’d 
her  Part  of  St  ChriJlopheFs^  but  expell’d  the 
French  from  theirs,  in  1690;  William  re- 
ftor’d  it  to  them  at  Refwick  ;  we  took  it  again 
foon^after  his  Death  in  1702  and  France^  glad 
to  get  handfomely  rid  of  it,  yielded  up  the 
Whole  at  Utrecht^  to  be  peflefs’d  for  ever  by 
Britljh  Subjects  alone  ;  and  we  have  fold  the  fame 
to  the  very  Perfons  who  rifqu’d  their  Lives  to 
take  and  defend  it  for  a  Sum  of  Money,  to  he 
applied  (as  is  fet  forth  in  the  Cornmiflion  for  the 
Sale)  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Publick^  piirfuant  to  an  Ad^ 
drefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Cotmnons ;  which  Sum,  how 
enormous  foever  in  itfelf,  and  ruinous  to  the  un¬ 
fortunate  Purchafers,  will  very  probably  end  in 
a  moft  miferable  Trifle  (to  fay  no  worfej  to  the 
Publick. 

TFIE  Truth  is,  France  has  of  late  chang’d 
many  of  her  old  Plantation-Maxims,  and  among 
others,  eftablifli’d  that  fundamental  one,  mention¬ 
ed,  before  from  DxDavenanty  of  giving  very  large 
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'Appointments  to  the  Governors  out  of  the  King’s  C&f- 
fer,  not  allowing  them  to  draw  any  Advantages,  or 
Profits,  from  the  InhaUtants,  without  the  ftridlefl: 
Obfervance  of  which  no  Sugar  Colony  in  the 
Wejl-Indies,  will  eyer  profper  in  the  Hands  of 
any  Nation.  Nay  more,  flie  has  chang’d  fat 
leaft  In  this  Part  of  the  World)  her  very  Genius 
too,  or  rather  dropt  what  was  vicious  in  it ;  and 
all  her  Undertakings  here,  feem  to  have  been 
contriv’d  with  as  much  Thought  and  Delibera¬ 
tion,  as  it  is  obvious  they  arc  carried  on  with  a 
Patience  and  Steddinefs  unknown  to  her  in  for¬ 
mer  Times  ;  of  which  her  Louifiana  ox  Mijfiffipi, 
which  has  ftarv’d  and  deftroy’d  fo  many  Thou- 
fands  of  her  People,  and  is,  notwithftanding  in¬ 
finite  Difcouragements,  refolutely  profecuted,  is 
one  glaring  Inftance,  as  her  advancing  her  Su¬ 
gar  Colonies  in  the  Weft-htdies,  and  the  Value  of 
her  Sugar-Manufaftures  at  the  Market  in  Europe, 
in  Oppofition  to  a  Nation  that  could  have  crulh’d 
them  long  ago,  and  is  ftill  able  to  wound  both 
in  their  Vitals,  is  another  difmal  one  to  us. 
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PAGE  51.  /.  (i.  for  him,  read^tm,  P,  59.  /.  27.  for 
fettle  to,  read  to  fettle,  P.  73.  /.  1 8.  for  eafy  conceive, 
read  eafy  to  conceive.  Uid.  I,  for  unrcafonable,  readxzx- 
fouable.  P.  95.  /.  7.  after  diilurbiiig,  add  a  Comma. 
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